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Years after  Jesus ascended to heaven, Paul explained to  Jesus-followers 
in the province of Galatia that God had chosen Israel, the descendants 
of Abraham, to be the instrument of God’s blessing to all nations.1 
Although God’s chosen  people were not always faithful to their calling, 
many Jews eagerly tried to be the  people God had called them to be. 
As history progressed, they played a significant role in preparing for 
the coming Messiah. They slowly matured until “when the set time had 
fully come, God sent his Son”!2 The Messiah would be born on earth to 
fulfill his role in bringing God’s promised blessing to all nations.

In part because of the oppressive Roman regime that governed 
them, the Jews of  Jesus’ day longed for the arrival of the promised 
Messiah. They hoped for a Savior who would restore their freedom 
and enable them once again to be God’s light to the nations. Many 
Jews responded positively to John the Baptizer’s message calling 
them to repent —  turn back to God’s path —  because the Messiah’s 
coming was imminent.3 Many also had an intense desire to under-
stand and obey God’s revealed Scriptures and diligently studied the 
Text. Itinerant teachers called “rabbis” or “honored teachers” trav-
eled from village to village explaining and applying the scroll of the 
Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings.

It is likely that God’s  people had never been more literate in the 
Scriptures, more passionate about obeying God, or better prepared 
to receive  Jesus’ message than the day Mary laid her baby in the 
manger in Bethlehem.

C A P E R N A U M :   J E S U S  B I N D S 
T H E  E V I L  O N E

SE
SS

IO
N

 O
N

E

9780310812210_MissionJesus_DG.indd   17 4/26/16   3:39 PM



18 L E S S S O N S  O N  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  J E S U S

Although some Judeans disdained what they perceived to be a pro-
vincial and backward Galilean culture,4 the opposite is likely true. 
Due to their proximity to trade routes, Galileans were exposed to 
the Gentile world more than Judeans, who generally resided in more 
isolated mountain locations. Furthermore, the standard of religious 
education in Galilee was superior to that of the Judean community 
as a whole. More well-known, first-century rabbis came from Galilee 
than from anywhere else in the Jewish world.5

Even ordinary Galileans participated in organized study of the Torah 
and other texts. They engaged in lively discussion and debate over the 
smallest details and interpretation of the Text so they would know 
how to obey God’s Word. Memorization of Scripture was a significant 
part of their children’s education. Consequently, almost everyone was 
so familiar with the Text that a rabbi could allude to a passage simply 
by using a word or phrase from it and assume that his hearers would 
have that passage in mind and apply it to his teaching. This was the 
religious environment in which  Jesus grew up.

Like many faithful Jews, Galileans passionately longed for the com-
ing of the kingdom of heaven —  the restoration of God’s reign over 
the Promised Land and eventually the entire world. Many believed 
that when Messiah arrived he would orchestrate a violent over-
throw of their Roman masters. They expected a complete reversal of 
power much like what took place when Joshua led the Israelites to 
take possession of the Promised Land a millennium earlier. So when 
 Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of God had come,6 his hearers no 
doubt were overjoyed. But given the history of how God dealt with 
Israel’s oppressors during ancient times, they also found it difficult 
to accept  Jesus’ emphasis on the kingdom of God coming about 
through love and forgiveness toward one’s neighbor and even one’s 
enemy.  Jesus had much to teach them about his kingdom and their 
role in making it known.
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Opening Thoughts (3 minutes)

The Very Words of God

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son . . .

Galatians 4:4

Think About It

We all have expectations of what being “saved” or redeemed by 
God will be like. Often we focus on the expectations that have to 
do with our eternal destiny —  the promise of life in heaven with 
God. But let’s turn our thoughts toward what redemption —  being 
restored to the family and kingdom of God —  might mean for our 
life on earth right now.

What do we expect life on earth to be like when God has forgiven 
us and restored us as his beloved children?

What are some of our expectations of life in our role as partners 
with God in his ongoing work of redemption?

Video Notes (31 minutes)
God’s p lan t o r edeem h is creation

 Jesus came a nd l ived a mong us
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Cap er naum :

A community i ntent on b eing faith ful —  set apar t —  to God

 Jesus h as a m essage: you a re set apar t to go “over t her e”

The k ingdom o f God v er sus the s tro ng m an’s k ingdom

 Jesus h as p ower o ver t he s tro ng m an’s k ingdom
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Video Discussion (7 minutes)

1. How amazing is it for a king to leave behind the glories of his 
realm in order to participate in the brokenness of life with 
his most needy subjects?

In what ways do you think the realization that  Jesus —  the 
King of kings —  willingly did this to redeem all of humanity 
can help followers of  Jesus today: (1) to have greater compas-
sion for desperate, broken  people? (2) to better understand 
our purpose as God’s partners in restoring to his family 
those who have lost their way?

2. Why do you think it was important for  Jesus to conduct his 
teaching ministry in the area of Capernaum, where  people 
already took seriously the book —  God’s Word —  and where 
the most dedicated Jewish scholars and teachers congregated?
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3. What tensions did God-fearing Jews in Capernaum experi-
ence regarding their call to be holy and set apart while also 
being a kingdom of priests in a pagan world of immorality, 
idolatry, and bloodshed?

How could they be set apart and at the same time engaged 
enough in their world to display God to  people who desper-
ately needed him?

In what way(s) do followers of  Jesus today face a similar 
challenge?

4.  Jesus describes the battle between good and evil in terms of 
two kingdoms in conflict —  the kingdom of God versus the 
kingdom of the “strong man,” the Evil One, or the kingdom 
on the “other side.” How aware of these two kingdoms does 
it seem the faithful Jews of Capernaum and the surrounding 
area were?
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In what ways did  Jesus demonstrate his power and authority 
over the strong man’s kingdom?

What impact might these events have had on the thoughts, 
feelings, and actions of  Jesus’ disciples and others?

How easy or difficult is it for us to broaden our perspective, 
comprehend the unexpected, and respond appropriately 
when God operates in a way we don’t anticipate?

FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING
The Decapolis —  aka, the “Other Side”
Just across the Sea of Galilee from Capernaum was a region of city states 
known as the Decapolis. Alexander the Great originally established the ten 
cities of the Decapolis in lands east of the Sea of Galilee when he conquered 
the area in 332 BC. He founded these cities and populated them with his 
soldiers and their families in order to promote the Hellenistic worldview of 
the Greeks among the local  people.

In 63 BC, under the Roman commander Pompey, the Roman Empire annexed 
the Decapolis and continued promoting Hellenistic culture and influence. By 
the time of  Jesus, the ten cities had become wealthy, prosperous communi-
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ties that were Greek in every way —  language, lifestyle, religion. Populated 
mostly by Gentiles, the cities featured paved streets lined with temples, 
theaters, baths, arenas, shops, and public buildings. The  people indulged 
in the hedonism of Hellenism —  the pursuit of power, pleasure, and leisure.

For the religious Jews of Gal-
ilee, the Decapolis was evil 
and unclean. The Lord had 
commanded his  people, as his 
witnesses to the nations, to 
“touch no unclean thing” (Isa-
iah 52:11). So everything about 
the Decapolis —  its  people, its 
practices, its property —  was 
to be avoided at all costs. 
Faithful Jews would avoid even 
speaking the word Decapolis 
lest doing so would defile them!
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Small Group Bible Discovery and Discussion  
(13 minutes)

When  Jesus Takes God’s Kingdom to the “Other Side”

From the beginning of time when God’s creative power brought 
order out of chaos, the Evil One has embarked on a deadly and cruel 
mission to destroy God’s shalom and keep humankind in bondage 
to evil. This conflict was first documented in the Garden of Eden 
with Adam and Eve. It is evident in the spiritual conflict underlying 
Israel’s slavery in Egypt and the ten plagues God brought against 
Egypt’s gods. It formed the backdrop for battles between Israel and 
her enemies, between heroes such as David and antagonists such as 
Goliath. The spiritual battle between the kingdom of heaven and the 
kingdom of Satan is exemplified in the idolatry to which Israel was 
repeatedly seduced.

Since the coming of Messiah is the central event of the arrival of 
the kingdom reign of God, we should not be surprised that conflict 
between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of the Evil One 
would reach a climax. The time had fully come. The Evil One would 
do everything possible to prevent the kingdom of heaven —  the trium-
phant reign of God —  from defeating his evil kingdom. Consequently, 
as  Jesus fulfilled his mission of demonstrating the kingdom of God on 
earth, he would confront the powers of darkness and the abyss. The 
Evil One and his spirits would oppose  Jesus throughout his ministry 
in an attempt to silence the good news of the kingdom of heaven.

1. One evening, after teaching the crowds who followed him 
in Galilee,  Jesus said to his disciples: “Let us go over to the 
other side” (Mark 4:35, also Luke 8:22). From what you have 
already discovered about  Jesus’ disciples and what the “other 
side” represented, what do you imagine they thought about 
 Jesus’ intentions? Hint: Consider what Peter said to a Roman 
centurion in Acts 10:28.
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DATA FILE
The Sea of Galilee
The Sea of Galilee is a beautiful freshwater lake nestled in a “basin” about 
700 feet below sea level, surrounded by mountains. It is nearly eight miles 
wide at its widest point and thirteen and a half miles long from north to south. 
One can see the opposite shore from anywhere on its banks. Even today it 
retains a calm, rural setting reminiscent of what it would have looked like 
during the time of  Jesus. But first-century Galileans had a different view of 
the lake than we might realize from photographs taken on a beautiful day.

The mountains surrounding the Sea of Galilee add much to the beauty of 
its setting. In Galilee to the west, the hills reach nearly 1,400 feet above 
sea level. To the east, the mountains of the Golan Heights (the Decapolis 
during the time of  Jesus) rise quickly to more than 2,500 feet above sea 
level, and beyond them is desert. Mount Arbel in Galilee and the mountains 
of the Golan Heights are very steep and drop sharply down to the sea.

These features contribute to volatile, severe weather on the water. When cooler 
air from the surrounding mountains blows over the warmer air above the Sea 
of Galilee, the resulting inversion —  heavier, cold air dropping as warm air 
rises —  causes sudden, violent storms. The phenomenon is particularly severe 
when there is an east wind. The area to the east is much higher and tempera-
tures in the nearby desert can be very cold at night. The east wind brings this 
cold air over the sea where it can create waves higher than six feet in just a 
few minutes! The particular storm in our story must have been more intense 
than usual because the former fishermen thought they would die.

Although Galilean fishermen went out in boats to catch the fish the Sea of 
Galilee provided, the Jewish  people as a culture were not entirely comfort-
able with the sea. Their ancestral father, Abraham, was a Negev shepherd. 
Their ancestors wandered in the desert for forty years before settling in the 
Promised Land. As a  people they were desert nomads, not seafarers. They 
rarely controlled the seacoast, and to them the sea appeared alien and 
threatening. It was a symbol of chaos, a place of untamed evil and danger.

In the Bible, the imagery generally associated with the sea conveys a neg-
ative connotation. For example, Genesis 1:1 – 3 describes the world begin-
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ning as watery chaos, a primeval sea from which God brought order. The 
sea was a tool of God’s judgment (Genesis 6 – 7; Exodus 14) and always 
remained a dangerous place (Psalm 30:1; 69:1 – 3). Jonah was thrown 
into its depths (Jonah 2:3 – 6) where the monster lives (Job 7:12). Based 
on the sea’s image as the home of evil chaos that God alone can control, 
Daniel describes terrible beasts from the sea (Daniel 7:2 – 7; see also Psalm 
65:5 – 7; 77:19; 89:9; 93:3 – 4; Exodus 14 – 15). In addition, the sea was 
home to the dragon, Leviathan, which symbolized pagan enemy nations 
(Isaiah 27:1; 51:9 – 10).

According to Jewish tradition, the depths of the sea are viewed as the 
home of demonic beings who oppose God —  a place called the Abyss (a 
Greek term meaning “depths,” which in Hebrew is “depth” or “deep”). John 
referred to the Abyss often in his Revelation (9:1, 11; 11:7; 17:8) as the 
abode of Satan (Revelation 20:1 – 3). Someday the devil himself will rise 
from the sea (Revelation 13:1 – 11). No wonder the disciples feared they 
would perish in the storm. No wonder they cried out for  Jesus to save them.

2.  Jesus and his disciples had a harrowing trip across the Sea of 
Galilee. Read Matthew 8:23 – 25 and Mark 4:35 – 38.

a. The disciples, several of whom had been fishermen, 
were likely expert seamen. What indicates that this was 
an extraordinary experience?

b. What was  Jesus doing even during the height of the 
storm, and why do you think he was able to do it?
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DID YOU KNOW?
Jewish writers of the Text often hint at a meaning without saying it directly. 
Matthew, for example, uses the word seismos to describe the storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. Seismos typically means an earthquake, often one that rep-
resents apocalyptic conflict between God and the forces of evil, as in Mat-
thew 24:7; 27:51; and 28:2.

By using seismos to describe 
a storm on a lake, Matthew 
suggests that these events 
are about much more than 
weather and  Jesus’ power 
over it. The Evil One knew that 
 Jesus was on a mission to 
challenge his kingdom. In an 
attempt to prevent the king-
dom of heaven from advanc-
ing, the forces of hell broke 
loose, causing earth-shaking 
violence to erupt on the 
water. No wonder the little 
boat and its occupants were 
nearly swallowed by the sea 
and the power of its depths!

IMAGINE WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE TO ENCOUNTER AN EPIC 
STORM IN A SMALL BOAT SUCH AS THIS!

3. When the disciples were certain they would not survive, 
they awakened  Jesus for help. In addition to the immedi-
ate threat of the storm, what about the sea likely height-
ened their fear? (See Genesis 1:1 – 3; 6:11 – 13, 17; Exodus 
14:26 – 28; Isaiah 27:1; Jonah 1:1 – 16.)
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4. The way  Jesus demonstrated his power over the storm 
revealed much more to his disciples than simply his control 
over the forces of nature. Consider what he did, how he said 
it, and what his disciples —  who knew their Hebrew Bible —  
would have heard in his words. (See Mark 4:39; Luke 8:24.)

a. What did  Jesus do, and what resulted?

b. To hear what the disciples heard in  Jesus’ rebuke, we 
need some background. They would have recognized 
 Jesus’ rebuke as an allusion to God rebuking (Hebrew: 
ga’ar) Satan in Zechariah 3:2. The Greek word epitimao, 
translated as “rebuke” in Mark 4:39, was used often in the 
Jewish world when commanding demons to leave  people. 
 Jesus, for example, would exorcise a demon (or demons) 
first by rebuking it,7 which silenced the demon and made 
it ineffective in spreading further chaos. Then the demon 
could be driven out of the victim.8 So when  Jesus “rebuked” 
the storm, he literally commanded the storm to be silent 
and the sea to be at peace —  literally “be muzzled,” or in 
plain English, “shut up!”9 When  Jesus commanded the 
storm —  as if it were a living being —  to be silent, what was 
he revealing about the true source or power behind the 
storm? About his identity? About what might be in store for 
them when they reached the other side?
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c. In his rebuke (Mark 4:39),  Jesus commanded the sea: 
“Quiet! Be still!” Read Psalm 65:5 – 7; 89:8 – 9; and 
107:28 – 29. Who else quieted and stilled the sea with 
these words, and how significant is it that  Jesus did the 
same thing?

d. What impact did the realization of  Jesus’ identity and 
power over evil have on his disciples that night? Do you 
think they knew the answer to their own question? Why 
or why not? (See Mark 4:41.)

Faith Lesson (5 minutes)
The conflict between God’s kingdom and the kingdom of the Evil One 
continues today. The intense storm  Jesus and his disciples encountered 
on the Sea of Galilee represents what Satan will do to keep  people in 
bondage and to stir up chaos that can hinder the advancement of God’s 
kingdom. If we are determined to take the shalom of God’s kingdom 
into a sinful, broken world, the Evil One will oppose us just as he 
opposed our Lord. He does not relinquish his kingdom or those who 
serve him without a fight. He may bring storms into our lives or try to 
persuade us to avoid even going to the “other side.”

Although our adversary is not easily overcome, we must remember 
that God’s power is far greater than that of the enemy. The Evil 
One may still be fighting, but he has been defeated. All of creation 
belongs to God, and he has entrusted his human partners to care for 
it. When we —  who claim  Jesus as our King —  serve him by obeying 
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his will in our words and actions, the kingdom of heaven grows. We 
bring the good news that God can bind the Evil One in any situa-
tion, deliver anyone who accepts  Jesus as Savior and Lord from the 
Evil One’s power, and bear witness to a spiritually dark world what 
it looks like when God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven.

1. Whereas it is popular, and certainly appealing, to believe that 
following  Jesus and proclaiming through our words, lifestyle, 
and actions that he is King will result in health and wealth, 
Scripture clearly reveals a different perspective. Those who 
bear witness of the kingdom of God will pass through stormy 
waters. Consider some of the storms —  the confrontations and 
obstacles —  that the apostle Paul encountered:

a. When he went with what were likely Jewish believ-
ers to the temple for purification (see Acts 21:26 – 36; 
22:22 – 25)

b. When he was brought before the Sanhedrin (see Acts 
22:30 – 23:2, 23:6 – 10, 12 – 15)

c. When he departed Caesarea by ship to make his appeal 
to Caesar in Rome (see Acts 27:13 – 20, 33 – 44)
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d. How significant an obstacle could these circumstances 
have been to Paul fulfilling the mission God gave him, 
and why?

2. What sustained and encouraged Paul to continue sharing 
the message of God’s kingdom to the other side during these 
hard times? (See Acts 18:9 – 10; 22:17 – 21; 23:11; 27:23 – 25.)

3.  As you seek to walk with  Jesus and obey his will, consider 
where the other side is for you, and what might God want 
you to do there that would extend his kingdom.

a. Who are the  people living in spiritual darkness around 
you who need to be set free from bondage to the Evil 
One?

b. What specific “storms” have you faced (or are you facing) 
as you take back what the enemy has stolen from the 
kingdom of God?
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Closing (1 minute)
Read Isaiah 43:10 – 12 aloud together: “ ‘You are my witnesses,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you 
may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me 
no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. I, even I, am the 
Lord, and apart from me there is no savior. I have revealed and saved 
and proclaimed —  I, and not some foreign god among you. You are 
my witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘that I am God.’ ”

Then pray, praising God that he is the King of kings —  Creator, 
Redeemer, and Lord. Thank him for not giving up on us when the Evil 
One entices us to pursue our own way, for forgiving us, and for giving 
us the opportunity to be his partners in showing the world that he is 
God! Express your commitment to obey him in all things and thereby 
extend the reign of his kingdom in the spiritually dark places of this 
world. Ask him to give you a listening and responsive spirit so that you 
will be faithful in taking back territory for his kingdom.

Memorize

“You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I 

have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand 

that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after 

me. I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior. I have 

revealed and saved and proclaimed —  I, and not some foreign god 

among you. You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God.”

Isaiah 43:10 – 12
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T h e  K i n g d o m  o f  H e a v e n 
A d v a n c e s :  R e c l a i m i n g  W h a t 
B e l o n g s  t o  G o d
In-Depth Personal Study Sessions

Study 1 | Called to Be a K ingdom of Pr iests

The Very Words of God

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations 

you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 

you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

Exodus 19:5 – 6

Bible Discovery

“Set Apart” for a Purpose
Chris tians may be familiar with what is known as the “Great Com-
mission” when  Jesus sent his disciples into the world to proclaim his 
gospel (Matthew 28:18 – 20), but many do not realize that God gave 
Israel a “Great Commission” too. When God redeemed his  people 
from bondage in Egypt and led them to Mount Sinai, he commis-
sioned them to “obey me fully and . . . be for me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5 – 6). By being his “priests” in their 
world, Israel would demonstrate the good news of God’s kingdom.

It is important for followers of  Jesus today to understand Israel’s 
mission and how God intends it to be accomplished because  Jesus’ 
mission on earth and the mission he gave to his disciples are exten-
sions of the mission God originally assigned to Israel. God wants 
to be known by all nations, and he wants his  people to convey his 
message by functioning as a kingdom of priests who demonstrate 
accurately who he is to a watching world.10 In order to fulfill that 
mission, God’s  people must be holy and distinct from their pagan 
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neighbors —  set apart by virtue of their faithful, obedient devotion 
to God and all of his commands. Only then can they fulfill the role 
of priests who display, or mediate, God to the world around them. 
Unholy priests cannot display God as he truly is. We must consider 
what it means to be a priest who puts God on display and by doing 
so extends God’s reign on earth.

DID YOU KNOW?
At Mount Sinai, God used the familiar role of priests to help Israel under-
stand their role in fulfilling his great plan of redemption. God commissioned 
the Israelites to be priests to the world as Israel’s priests were to Israel. They 
were to represent him and his kingdom not only by sharing his message 
through what they said but by being his message —  displaying God by the 
way they lived. Their role as God’s holy priests was to:

• Mediate between God and  people
• Demonstrate what God is like in word and action: to bring and to be the 

message
• Meet spiritual and physical human needs in the name of God
• Be set apart as holy to the Lord

1. In the world of the Hebrew Bible,  people did not see or hear 
their gods. Priests were assigned to stand between a particular 
god and the  people and represent the god to them. In some 
rituals, priests even wore the robes that were normally draped 
on the statue of the god in the temple. The  people would 
learn about their god by observing the god’s priest, who was 
to them the god in flesh. Although God was present in the 
tabernacle and later the temple, the priests of Israel were still 
responsible to communicate God’s ways to his  people.

To better understand what it means to be a kingdom of 
priests, consider the responsibilities God gave to Israel’s 
priests, how the Israelites viewed their role as priests, and 
how the early believers viewed their role. As you read the 
following passages, write down what God’s priests were 
called to do and be.
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The responsibilities God 
gave to Israel’s priests: 
Teacher 
Offer Sacrifice for Sin 
Channel God’s Blessing 
Healing 
Ministry of Divine Presence

Read: 
 
Malachi 2:7 
Leviticus 9:6 – 24 
2 Chron icles 2:37 
Leviticus 13:1 – 8 
Deuteronomy 18:6 – 8

Represent God by:

How the Israelites viewed 
their role as a kingdom of 
priests

Read: 
Deuteronomy 28:9 – 10; 
1 Chron icles 16:8; 
Isaiah 2:1 – 5;  
42:6 – 7;  
43:10 – 12

Bring and be God’s message by:

How the early believers 
viewed their role as a holy 
priesthood

Read: 
1 Peter 2:4 – 17; 
Matthew 5:14 – 16; 
28:19 – 20;  
Acts 13:47;  
Romans 12:1 – 2, 9 – 21; 
1 Co rin thi ans 11:1

Bring and be God’s message by:

2. Read Deuteronomy 7:6 – 11; 26:17 – 19; 28:9; Leviticus 
26:3 – 12; 2 Co rin thi ans 7:1; and 1 Thes salo nians 4:7.

a. Which characteristic does God highly value in his 
 people?

b. Why do you think it is so important to him? (See Exodus 
19:5 – 6; Leviticus 19:2; 20: 7 – 8, 26; Psalm 1:1 – 3; 5:4 – 5; 
97:10.)
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3. God commissioned Israel to be a holy (Hebrew, kadosh) 
nation, meaning “set apart” for a mission. They were to be dis-
tinct from the pagan nations around them by obeying God’s 
commands regarding morality, devotion to him, compassion 
for those in need, purity, and even daily activities such as 
dress and diet. Being set apart would enable them to carry 
out the mission of displaying God to all nations through their 
words and actions. What did God command his  people —  his 
“kingdom of priests” —  to wear, and for what purpose? (See 
Numbers 15:37 – 41; Deuteronomy 22:12.)

FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING
Why Tassels?
In ancient times, the clothing  people wore often revealed their identity and 
societal status. The hem and tassels (Hebrew, tzitzit ) of the outer robe were par-
ticularly important, symbolizing the owner’s identity and authority. Those in the 
upper class —  nobility, kings, and princes —  decorated their hems with tassels.

God wanted his  people to stand out as unique among the nations —  morally, 
socially, economically, and religiously —  because of their obedience to him. 
By wearing tassels on their clothing, they wore what appeared to be robes 
of royalty. The tassels were a reminder to both Jews and Gentiles of their 
status as God’s holy, chosen  people.11 (cont.)
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God intended the tassels to be a constant reminder for his  people to obey his 
commands —  always. The tassels included a blue cord, which the Jewish 
 people understood to be a reminder of their role as God’s kingdom of priests 
who in every activity of life were to display him to the world and show how 
he wanted  people to live. If they failed to obey, they would portray a flawed 
picture of the God who chose them to be his partners in redemption.

4. Although followers of  Jesus are not commanded to wear 
tassels, we remain God’s  people, his royal priesthood, his 
holy nation (1 Peter 2:4 – 17). What did  Jesus —  and other 
biblical writers —  continue to communicate about how we 
are to demonstrate what God is like and be the message God 
intends? (See John 14:15; James 1:22 – 25; 1 John 2:3.)
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Refle tion

Just as Israel’s priests were to mediate and model the Lord to Israel, 
Israel was to mediate and model the Lord to the pagan world around 
them. As his kingdom of priests, they were called to demonstrate 
God’s character by their words and their walk (lifestyle). By doing 
so they would fulfill God’s promise to Abraham that all nations 
would be blessed by his descendants, and they would be faithful 
partners in making God’s name known and bringing his redemptive 
grace to the ends of the earth.

Today, God continues to call a kingdom of priests consisting of 
 people who believe in  Jesus to demonstrate his character and make 
his name known to a world that does not know him. As God’s king-
dom of priests, those of us who follow  Jesus are what is described in 
Matthew 5:14 – 16 as God’s light to the world: “A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do  people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

To be God’s light to the world, we must be obedient, distinctly righ-
teous, and faithfully reflect the holiness to which we are called. 
God’s intent was not that we would impact our world with bril-
liant, logical arguments —  although these certainly have their place. 
Rather, our light shines and our message is understood through the 
language of a holy, faithful walk that displays God’s character, love, 
values, and blessing by the way we live every day.

In Romans 12:1 – 2, Paul urged his fellow believers not to 
conform to the ways of the world, but to be a holy, living 
sacrifice to God. In 12:9 – 21, he described in practical terms 
what that holy life —  a life set apart for God’s purpose —  
looks like. Describe in your own words what such a life 
looks like in your world.
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To what extent do you see  Jesus’ followers today being God’s 
kingdom of priests who draw other  people to God?

Is it possible that the Chris tian community has increasingly 
less impact on the culture around us because our lives do not 
faithfully portray what we say we believe? Why or why not?

In which area(s) of life do you find it most challenging to 
be God’s light and to display him accurately to the world 
around you? What makes this difficult for you?

Which step(s) will you take, starting now, to renew your 
commitment as a follower of  Jesus to obey God fully and be 
who he calls you to be?
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Memorize

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Neither do  people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 

put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:14 – 16

Study 2 | Going to the “Other Side”

The Very Words of God

When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with 

the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat 

with tax collectors and sinners?”

On hearing this,  Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righ teous, but sinners.”

Mark 2:16 – 17

Bible Discovery

Fulfilling God’s Mission to the Other Side
The Hebrew Bible declares the importance of avoiding sin and sin-
ners. God hates sin, so we —  his  people —  must also hate sin. The 
Torah clearly instructed God’s  people to walk in his ways and avoid 
everything that was “unclean” so that they would not be contam-
inated by sin or risk joining the company of sinners on the wrong 
path. At the same time God required holiness, he also gave his  people 
the mission to be a light to all nations and display him to all  people —  
even unclean, pagan sinners.

The tension between Israel’s identity as a holy  people and their 
mission as a light to a pagan world is understandable. They were to 
avoid being influenced by pagan practices and beliefs, yet they were 
to interact with pagan  people so they might come to know Israel’s 
God. How does one do both? Israel struggled to find the right 
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balance. Sometimes they were too much like the nations around 
them; other times they were so dedicated to being holy that they 
insulated themselves from being a witness to  people on the other 
side who desperately needed God.

The latter choice was particularly true when the Jewish exiles 
returned from Babylon after God punished them for their lack of 
holiness. Once again in the Promised Land, they were determined to 
be a more faithful kingdom of priests,12 and they diligently applied 
God’s revealed Word to the practical matters of daily life. Of course, 
not all Jews remained faithful to God, but those who did became 
good at wearing their tassels!

Although Israel often failed in carrying out the redemptive mission 
God gave them, they were not failures, and God did not give up on 
them.  Jesus came to redeem his  people from their sin and to restore 
the mission by personally carrying it out on Israel’s behalf.  Jesus, the 
Word in the flesh,13 “became Israel with them” in order to make God 
known to all nations.

By his teaching and example,  Jesus showed his disciples that holi-
ness is not an end in itself. Rather, going to the other side is part of 
the mission! Going to the other side is part of what it means to obey 
God. Going to the other side to take back what belongs to God is 
part of what it means to do his will so that his kingdom reigns on 
earth as it does in heaven.

1. It would not be easy for  Jesus’ disciples to learn their role 
in going to the other side, yet  Jesus was a faithful teacher. 
Consider how each of the following situations would have 
demonstrated to  Jesus’ disciples the need to step out of their 
comfort zone and engage with the other side.

a. In Luke 19:5 – 10,  Jesus was criticized for going into the 
house of a known sinner. In contrast, what was  Jesus 
excited about, and what did it have to do with the mis-
sion God has given his  people?
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b. In Luke 15, the Pharisees criticized  Jesus for eating with 
tax collectors and sinners. In response,  Jesus told them 
a parable about a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost son. 
What did  Jesus say that conveyed the importance of seek-
ing the lost? (See Luke 15:5 – 7; 9 – 10; 22 – 24; 31 – 32.14)

c. To ensure that his disciples really understood his desire 
for them to reach out into an unclean world,  Jesus took 
them to Caesarea Philippi —  one of the most decadent, 
pagan places in the region.15 In the midst of flagrant evil, 
what did  Jesus ask his disciples to affirm, and what did 
he say they were to do? (See Matthew 16:13 – 20.)

d. The Torah describes in detail what is clean and unclean 
(Leviticus 11 – 17; Numbers 19). Numbers 5:1 – 4 defined 
infectious skin diseases such as leprosy as unclean and 
required  people who were so afflicted to live apart from 
God’s community of  people. What shocking thing did 
 Jesus do to restore one of the culture’s most pitiful and 
diseased individuals to God’s community of  people? 
What message did his action communicate? (See Mat-
thew 8:1 – 3.)
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FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING
Capernaum: Known for Pursuing Righ teous ness
During his teaching ministry,  Jesus lived in the village of Capernaum16 on 
the north shore of the Sea of Galilee, about two and a half miles west of 
where the Jordan River enters the Sea. The village was founded around 
150 BC, and as many as 1,200  people lived within its 225 acres. Its citizens 
were mainly fishermen, stonecutters, and farmers. In addition, the great 
trade route, Via Maris, passed by the village, so residents provided ser vices 
to travelers on the Roman road. A Roman garrison and a customs house 
(where tax collectors worked) were also located there.

Capernaum was quite prosperous during  Jesus’ time, but perhaps more 
significant for his purposes were the  people who lived there. Capernaum, 
along with the nearby towns of Bethsaida and Chorazin, formed the “gospel 
triangle,” where the Jewish population was known for fervent obedience 
to God’s commands in every area of life. In this part of Galilee,  Jesus lived 
among a core community well-versed in the Hebrew Bible and dedicated to 
studying, interpreting, teaching, and obeying it.

THE FOURTH-CENTURY CAPERNAUM SYNAGOGUE
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THE DARK, LOWER PORTION 
OF THE SYNAGOGUE 

WALL IS THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE FIRST-CENTURY 

CAPERNAUM SYNAGOGUE.

In the center of the village 
was the synagogue, the hub of 
religious life. The ruins of the 
synagogue where the gospel 
writers place  Jesus and several events related to his ministry are believed 
to lie beneath the white limestone ruins of a fourth-century synagogue. A 
layer of black basalt cobblestones under the white limestone synagogue 
was obviously the floor of an earlier building and clearly dates to the first 
century or earlier. The plan and footprint of the first-century building is the 
same as the later synagogue, which consists of the main prayer hall and a 
large hall next to it believed to be the school.

If  Jesus wanted holy, committed, faithful “priests” to carry on his mission, 
Capernaum would be the place to find them. In fact, the disciples Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John are mentioned as living in the village (although 
scholars believe that Peter and Andrew originally came from Bethsaida). 
In addition, Matthew the tax collector came from Capernaum. How would 
 Jesus teach his faithful, God-fearing disciples to step out of their safe, clean 
community and take his gospel to the “other side”?

2. The pattern for many of  Jesus’ redemptive acts is found in 
the Hebrew Bible, including the storm on the Sea of Gali-
lee when  Jesus took his disciples by boat to the other side 
(Mark 4:35 – 41). Read the following passages of Scripture 
and consider how the Gospel writers framed the story of 
 Jesus’ venture to the “other side” known as the Decapolis in 
the context of Jonah’s venture to the “other side” known as 
Nineveh.17
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The Text Jonah’s Mission to Nineveh  Jesus’ Mission to the Decapolis

2 Kings 14:25; 

Matthew 4:12 – 17

Jonah came from Galilee and began 

ministry there

 Jesus came from Galilee and 

began ministry there18

Jonah 1:1 – 3; 

Luke 2:28 – 32

Jonah given a mission to bring 

God’s message of repentance to the 

Gentile Ninevites

 Jesus on a mission to bring good 

news of the kingdom to Gentiles 

and put God on display

Jonah 1:5;  

Mark 4:38

Jonah fell asleep in the ship  Jesus fell asleep in the boat

Jonah 1:4, 11; 

Mark 4:37

A terrible storm erupted with wind 

and waves

A terrible storm erupted with wind 

and waves

Jonah 1:6;  

Mark 4:38

Captain awakened Jonah and asked 

him to pray so they would not perish

Disciples awakened  Jesus because 

they were afraid they would perish

Jonah 1:10, 16; 

Mark 4:41

Ship’s sailors were terrified Disciples were terrified

Jonah 1:15; 

Mark 4:39

After sailors threw Jonah overboard, 

sea became calm

 Jesus rebuked the wind and 

waves, which became calm

Jonah 3:3;  

Mark 5:1 – 2

Jonah finally arrived at Nineveh  Jesus arrived on the “other side” 

at the Decapolis

The stories describe how Jonah and  Jesus each fulfilled the 
mission of making God known to  people on the other side, 
 people who needed to be set free from bondage to the Evil 
One.

a. Why was Jonah —  and by implication, Israel —  unwilling 
or unable to be God’s witness in the world?

b. Why do you think it was important for  Jesus to be God’s 
faithful witness to an unclean, pagan world?
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THINK ABOUT IT
It is not easy for us to comprehend the strength of the disciples’ aversion to 
going to the “other side.” Bargil Pixner, a noted scholar on Galilee, has noted 
that in the Talmud and writings of the Church Fathers, the  people of the 
Decapolis were thought to be descendants of the seven Canaanite nations 
Joshua and the Israelites drove out of the Promised Land.19 These pagan 
nations worshiped Baal, sacrificed and ate pigs, and used sexual perversion 
and child sacrifice in their worship.20 Apparently, the Jews considered the 
practices and values of the  people of the Decapolis to be continuations of 
the idolatry and detestable practices of the Canaanites. We do not know how 
many Jews actually believed that the  people of the Decapolis descended 
from the Canaanites, but the link between their blasphemous practices 
helps to establish the validity of this Jewish view.

3. Why is it significant that Mark’s account of  Jesus going to the 
other side to restore the demoniac to health (Mark 5:1 – 20) 
does not mention the disciples having a part, or even getting 
out of the boat? What do you think they did, and why?

Refle tion

There is a rabbinic saying, “The word (of God) must become flesh,” 
meaning that God intends  people to be affected by his words when 
they see those words lived out in the lives of ordinary  people. That 
was Israel’s mission, and those of us who follow  Jesus today also 
are challenged to become the word of God in flesh, revealing his 
true nature by the way we obey him in every area of life. We are his 
kingdom of priests, called to bring and to be God’s message of resto-
ration and hope in a fractured world.
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In order to fulfill our mission, we must be willing to obey God and 
follow  Jesus to the other side.  People in  Jesus’ day were willing to 
fulfill the obedience part, but their fear of being corrupted led them 
to avoid the other side. Instead of taking God’s kingdom to the other 
side, they sat in judgment, offering criticism and offensive names 
rather than hope and grace.

Yes, the other side is the kingdom of this world —  the kingdom of 
darkness. It is unclean. It is threatening. But not one square inch 
of it belongs to the Evil One! It all belongs to the King of kings. We 
have the opportunity to go to the other side and take away from the 
Evil One what belongs to God —  one situation, one relationship, one 
opportunity at a time —  so that Satan’s kingdom is diminished and 
the kingdom of our Messiah is extended.

How badly do you want to obey  Jesus’ command to go to the 
other side and engage the chaos of our broken world so that 
God’s will may be done?

In what way(s) do you struggle to find the balance between 
obedient, holy living and engaging with your world to dis-
play the good news of the kingdom of God among  people 
who are corrupted and enslaved by Satan?

For what reasons do you hesitate going to the other side?
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God gives each of us opportunities to go to the other side and bring 
God’s reign into the lives of  people in chaos. The other side may be 
found in classes in school or at work. It may be found on mission 
trips or when we pass homeless  people in our cities. It may be found 
in  people whose lifestyles we find repulsive or who practice or 
proclaim things we find offensive. In all of these places we must be 
willing to follow  Jesus, get out of the boat, and put God on display.

How do we do it? Consider the following: Psalm 145:8 – 9; 
Ezekiel 18:23; Matthew 25:35 – 45.

Where are your opportunities to follow in the footsteps of 
 Jesus and go to the other side?

How far beyond your comfort zone will you go to be like 
him and make God known?

Memorize

Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the 

nations what he has done.

1 Chron icles 16:8
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Study 3 | God’s K ingdom Comes!

The Very Words of God

The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be 

one Lord, and his name the only name.

Zechariah 14:9

Bible Discovery

 Jesus Binds the “Strong Man”
During the first century, the Jews suffered bitterly under the fist 
of Imperial Rome. They knew God had controlled all things since 
creation, and they knew they were God’s chosen  people, but they 
were oppressed in a world dominated by evil, brutality, corruption, 
and idolatry. They longed for Messiah (Hebrew, moshiach; English, 
“anointed one”), the mighty, anointed king whom God had prom-
ised would appear to redeem his  people and restore his kingdom on 
earth.21 They were eager for the Messiah to vanquish the wicked, 
judge the nations, and establish his reign.

At least in the Jewish world, it seems the coming of God’s kingdom 
was on everyone’s mind. Zealots expected to join their king in a 
great war and meet their Roman overlords with violence. Essenes 
saw themselves as “sons of light” and formed isolated communities 
where they prayed for the day when God would destroy the “sons 
of darkness.” Pharisees believed that if God’s  people were righ teous, 
the king would establish his kingdom, so they called for repentance 
and obedience. Even  Jesus’ disciples asked him “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).

 Jesus came into the world bringing the good news that the kingdom 
of heaven was at hand: the God of Israel had begun to act as King! 
By his very life, death, and resurrection,  Jesus embodied Israel’s mis-
sion to make God’s kingdom known so that all  people in all nations 
would acknowledge and submit to his reign.22 His mission, which 
was to establish a kingdom unlike the world’s kingdoms, would be 
misunderstood by the Jews. His mission would also bring him into 
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conflict with the kingdoms of this world —  the kingdom of Rome 
and the kingdom of the Evil One. Let’s consider some examples of 
how  Jesus confronted Satan’s kingdom and extended God’s reign 
despite the Evil One’s opposition.

DID YOU KNOW?
We tend to think of the kingdom of heaven as a place where we will spend 
eternity in fellowship with God. But when  Jesus talked about God’s kingdom, 
he was not referring to a place. In Hebrew, “kingdom” (malkhut ) refers to 
the act of reigning as king, not to a geographic territory. So when  Jesus 
declared that God’s kingdom had come, he meant that God had begun to 
reign as king, or was “kinging.” God reigns (his kingdom comes) as  people 
obey him and serve him as their king. In contrast, if  people are not obeying 
or serving the king, the king’s reign is not established.

1. After John the Baptist was put in prison,  Jesus moved to 
Capernaum, just a few miles from the palace of King Herod 
in Tiberias on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. From that 
time on,  Jesus focused his ministry in Galilee, proclaiming 
the arrival of God’s kingdom right under Herod’s nose. He 
traveled throughout the region extending God’s kingdom 
by teaching, calling sinners to repentance, and restoring 
shalom amidst the chaos of human suffering. One Sabbath, 
when he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum, 
another kingdom voiced its opposition. Read Mark 1:21 – 28 
(also Luke 4:31 – 37) and consider the following questions.

a. What impact did  Jesus’ teaching have on his audience, 
and how might their response indicate that God’s king-
dom was advancing and threatening Satan’s kingdom?
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b. How did this demon-possessed man respond to  Jesus, 
and what were the demons most concerned about? What 
did they recognize as being different about  Jesus?

c. Think back to our study of the storm on the Sea of 
Galilee when  Jesus and his disciples went to take the 
news of God’s kingdom to the other side. What do you 
think this man’s outburst suggests about the impact of 
 Jesus’ teaching and the reign of God?

d. What powerful act did  Jesus do for this man, and what 
was the result for the kingdom of the Evil One? For the 
kingdom of God?

e. How did onlookers respond after  Jesus freed this man 
from bondage to the kingdom of Satan?
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2. In another instance,  people brought to  Jesus a demon- 
possessed man who could not speak or see. In which two 
ways did  people respond when  Jesus healed the man and set 
him free from bondage to the Evil One, and what conflict 
did their responses highlight? (See Matthew 12:22 – 24; Luke 
11:14 – 16.)

DATA FILE
Who Has Power Over Demons?
According to Jewish tradition, demons were evil spiritual powers who could 
influence and even control  people by “possessing” them. It was believed 
that such spirits could cause bodily diseases such as those exhibited by the 
man in the Matthew 12:22 – 29 story, mental disorder,23 violent actions,24 
and even direct rebellion against God.25 When  Jesus drove away the demon 
and healed the man, certain Pharisees questioned the source of  Jesus’ 
amazing power.

The Pharisees believed that God empowered  people to do mighty works and 
also recognized the power of “magic” —  the use of spiritual forces to affect 
present circumstances. By saying that  Jesus was casting out demons by the 
power of Beelzebub,26 they were saying that his power came from Satan, 
the prince of darkness himself! The Gospel writers do not tell us whether 
it was  Jesus’ great power, the way he cast out demons, or what he taught 
that led some Jewish religious leaders to question whether this miracle was 
God’s doing. It’s interesting that  Jesus reminded his detractors that some of 
their own were so devoted to the kingdom of heaven that God enabled them 
to bring his power against the Evil One and drive out demons too.
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3. Notice how  Jesus refuted the challenge to his power and 
authority to cast out demons. (See Matthew 12:25 – 28; Luke 
11:17 – 20.)

a. In terms of  Jesus’ mission and teaching, why was it 
important that he focus his response in terms of the 
conflict between the kingdom of heaven and the 
kingdom of Satan?

b. What conclusions did  Jesus want his audience to reach 
about himself and the kingdom of God as a result of 
casting out the demon and restoring the man to health?

4.  Jesus continued his explanation (Matthew 12:29; Luke 
11:21 – 22) with the image of entering a strong man’s house, 
which his audience would have recognized as a metaphor 
for Satan’s kingdom, and taking away his possessions.

a. Why is it significant that  Jesus was able to bind or tie 
up the strong man (meaning the Evil One) and rob 
him (in this case, take away from Satan’s kingdom the 
demon-possessed man)?
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b. What was  Jesus revealing about the power of God’s 
kingdom and what was in store for the future of Satan’s 
kingdom?

FOR GREATER UNDERSTANDING
How Does God Reign?
When God sent Moses to free the Israelites —  Abraham’s enslaved descen-
dants —  from Egypt, he established a partnership in which they would be his 
kingdom of priests who would demonstrate to the entire world that he is Lord. 
In Jewish thought, this dramatic redemption initiated the kingdom of heaven, 
or God’s reign on earth. That kingdom is identified by three elements:

First, the kingdom began when God dramatically confronted Egyptian 
gods and the kingdom of the Evil One and his demons27 by bringing the 
ten plagues on the Egyptians. Egyptian magicians who served the demonic 
underworld were the first to recognize the superiority of God’s power —  
what they called “the finger of God.”28 That power crushed the power of the 
gods of Egypt and redeemed Israel from bondage.

The second element is when  people recognize God’s redeeming power and 
call him not just Lord of all, but their Lord. After God’s  people saw the power 
of his little finger setting them free, they danced before him, called him their 
Lord, and sang that he reigns forever.29 If the Lord is reigning, he is their King.

The third element is evident when God’s  people obey him and, by doing so, 
extend his reign on earth. At Mount Sinai, God gave Israel the mission to be 
his kingdom of priests and said they would be that kingdom if they would 
obey him fully and keep his covenant.30 He had redeemed them by his grace 
and power. They had responded by calling him Lord. Now they must obey 
him in word and deed and thus put God on display so that all the world 
would know him as he truly is and see that his kingdom reigns! That is how 
God’s kingdom comes!
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Refle tion

 Jesus came not only to redeem humanity but to create a community 
of  people, saved by grace through faith, who bring shalom to the 
sin and chaos around them —  through submitting to God’s will and 
thereby extending his reign. It is far too easy for  Jesus’ followers 
today to trivialize our disobedience by using the excuse that we 
still have a sinful nature. Although that is theologically correct, it 
does not change the fact that faith in  Jesus means we accept him as 
our Savior and King, submit to him as Lord, and extend his reign by 
obeying him.

Our calling is to be disciples31 who walk as  Jesus walked and, by 
his presence in the person of his Spirit who enables us to overcome 
temptation,32 make the reign of God a reality in our lives and in one 
small part of God’s world. Every time we recite the prayer  Jesus 
taught his disciples, “your kingdom come, your will be done,”33 it 
reminds us that God’s kingdom comes as we obey his will and bring 
his reign into our lives.

Lois Tverberg expresses this well:

Believing in Christ is not about facts per se, but about believing 

in  Jesus’ authority to reign over God’s kingdom. It means that you 

see his teachings as law, and that you realize that all of humanity 

is ultimately answerable to him. It implies that you’ve put yourself 

under his reign, and aim to follow his commands. Listen to John 

3:36 with this in mind:

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 

not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on 

him.”

Notice how “believing” is put in parallel with “obeying.” This 

seems strange, doesn’t it? But if “belief” is really about believing in 

Christ’s sovereign authority, of course it means that one obeys what 

he says.34
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It would be so easy to simply “catalogue” what you’ve learned about 
the kingdom of heaven during this session rather than acting on it. 
But God longs for human partners who are committed to obeying 
his every command so that his kingdom —  his reign —  advances and 
his shalom shatters the chaos that keeps  people in bondage.

How deeply, how passionately, are you committed to obey 
the commands of  Jesus? To establish the Lord as your King?

What new understanding do you now have of  Jesus’ com-
mands in Matthew 22:37 – 39 and John 14:15?

How willing are you to make changes in your life in order 
to make his ways your ways and to love him with all your 
heart, soul, and mind? What are some of these changes in 
attitude, action, faithfulness, and words?

In what ways might the world’s perception of God and his king-
dom change if  Jesus-followers today were totally devoted to God 
and his reign and refused to compromise on obeying him?
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POINT TO PONDER
 Jesus’ proclamation and demonstration of the kingdom of heaven appar-
ently startled his audience. They were so amazed by his power and apparent 
authority that they were concerned he was out of his normal mind or under 
the influence of the Evil One. When we demonstrate the kingdom of heaven 
as God intends it to be, we must realize that  people may be offended or 
become angry.

In Western culture, which at times has been significantly influenced by fol-
lowers of  Jesus, it is tempting to think that living out the kingdom of heaven 
means being a “good citizen” of the culture. While that is sometimes true, 
the assumption that what is “normal” in society resembles the kingdom of 
heaven is often flawed. The kingdom of heaven, the reign of God, is where 
his will is obeyed and where shalom is found.

Shalom is not about economic prosperity, political power, pleasure, or lei-
sure. Shalom is where God defeats the chaos of evil, whether it be human 
suffering, broken relationships, materialism, or the mad pursuit of plea-
sure. It is where the hungry are fed, the thirsty receive drink, the homeless 
find shelter, the naked are clothed, the sick are comforted, and the lonely 
become part of a community. In a self-centered, self-sufficient culture, hav-
ing this vision of God’s kingdom may label you out of your mind or worse.

Memorize

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven.

Matthew 7:21
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