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5

introduction to the New Testament
The New Testament is a collection of books written many years 
ago. Together, they tell the story of Jesus and the very first people 
who followed him. The New Testament is also part of a much bigger 
collection known as “the Bible.”

Long ago, the Bible tells us, God created the world. Everything he 
made was good. But creation turned its back on God. Suddenly, the 
whole world was held captive by sin and death.

So God set out to rescue us—to save us from sin and death and make 
things right. The story came to a climax two thousand years ago, 
when Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, came to earth.

As you read these stories and letters from the New Testament, you’ll 
hear about how Jesus came to rescue us. You’ll hear how his very first 
followers lived—and sometimes died—for him.

But don’t just read these stories. You’re invited to become part of the 
story. Because it’s not over. God is still at work. And you have a part to 
play.
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7

DAY 1

LUKE-ACTS , PART 1

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 1
The story you’re about to read was written by a doctor named Luke. 
Luke wanted his friend Theophilus to know about Jesus, so he wrote a 
book. Two books, actually: the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.

In the first book, God keeps a promise he made to the people of 
Israel (who were called Jews) by sending Jesus, their long-awaited 
King.

But Jesus also invites non-Jewish people called Gentiles to follow him, 
because Jesus loves everyone. This was very good news, especially for 
Theophilus, who might have been a Gentile himself.

Luke worked hard to make sure he got his facts right. He wanted 
Theophilus to know he could bet his life on this story. So Luke used 
many reliable sources. Can you guess what some of them might’ve 
been?

Well, there were letters and speeches; songs and travel journals; 
notes from when people went to court; testimonies from eyewitnesses 
who knew Jesus; and more.

As you read, remember: this is not just any story. This is the true 
story of Jesus.

p
Many peo ple have at tempt ed to  write  about the  things that have 

tak en  place  among us. Re ports of  these  things were hand ed down 
to us.  There were peo ple who saw  these  things for them selves 
from the be gin ning. They saw them and then  passed the word on. 
With this in mind, I my self have care ful ly  looked into ev ery thing 
from the be gin ning. So I also de cid ed to  write down an or der ly 
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8  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

re port of ex act ly what hap pened. I am do ing this for you, most 
ex cel lent The oph i lus. I want you to know that the  things you have 
been  taught are true.

p
In the  sixth  month af ter Eliz a beth had be come preg nant, God 

sent the an gel Ga bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee. He was sent 
to a vir gin. The girl was en gaged to a man  named Jo seph. He came 
from the fam i ly line of Da vid. The vir gin’s name was Mary. The 
an gel greet ed her and said, “The Lord has  blessed you in a spe cial 
way. He is with you.”

Mary was very up set be cause of his  words. She won dered what 
kind of greet ing this  could be. But the an gel said to her, “Do not 
be  afraid, Mary. God is very  pleased with you. You will be come 
preg nant and give  birth to a son. You must call him  Jesus. He will 
be  great and will be  called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord 
God will make him a king like his fa ther Da vid of long ago. The Son 
of the Most High God will rule for ev er over his peo ple. They are 
from the fam i ly line of Ja cob. That king dom will nev er end.”

“How can this hap pen?” Mary  asked the an gel. “I am a vir gin.”
The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come to you. The 

pow er of the Most High God will cov er you. So the holy one that 
is born will be  called the Son of God. Your rel a tive Eliz a beth will 
have a  child even  though she is old. Peo ple  thought she  could not 
have chil dren. But she has been preg nant for six  months now. 
 That’s be cause what God says will al ways come true.”

“I  serve the Lord,” Mary an swered. “May it hap pen to me just as 
you said it  would.” Then the an gel left her.

p
In  those days, Cae sar Au gus tus made a law. It re quired that a list 

be made of ev ery one in the  whole Ro man  world. It was the  first 
time a list was made of the peo ple  while Qui rin i us was gov er nor 
of Syr ia. Ev ery one went to  their own town to be list ed.

So Jo seph went also. He went from the town of Naz a reth in Gal
i lee to Ju dea. That is  where Beth le hem, the town of Da vid, was. 

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   8 6/19/17   10:39 AM



Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1  9

Jo seph went  there be cause he be longed to the fam i ly line of Da vid. 
He went  there with Mary to be list ed. Mary was en gaged to him. 
She was ex pect ing a baby.  While Jo seph and Mary were  there, the 
time came for the  child to be born. She gave  birth to her  first baby. 
It was a boy. She  wrapped him in  large  strips of  cloth. Then she 
 placed him in a man ger.  That’s be cause  there was no  guest room 
 where they  could stay.

 There were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by. It was 
 night, and they were tak ing care of  their  sheep. An an gel of the 
Lord ap peared to them. And the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around 
them. They were ter ri fied. But the an gel said to them, “Do not be 
 afraid. I  bring you good news. It will  bring  great joy for all the peo
ple. To day in the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to you. He 
is the Mes si ah, the Lord. Here is how you will know I am tell ing 
you the  truth. You will find a baby  wrapped in  strips of  cloth and 
ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  large  group of an gels from heav en also ap peared. 
They were prais ing God. They said,

  “May glory be given to God in the highest heaven!
  And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on 

earth!”

The an gels left and went into heav en. Then the shep herds said 
to one an oth er, “ Let’s go to Beth le hem.  Let’s see this  thing that has 
hap pened,  which the Lord has told us  about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph and the baby. 
The baby was ly ing in the man ger. Af ter the shep herds had seen 
him, they told ev ery one. They re port ed what the an gel had said 
 about this  child. All who  heard it were  amazed at what the shep
herds said to them. But Mary kept all  these  things like a se cret 
trea sure in her  heart. She  thought  about them over and over. The 
shep herds re turned. They gave glo ry and  praise to God. Ev ery
thing they had seen and  heard was just as they had been told.

When the  child was  eight days old, he was cir cum cised. At the 
same time he was  named  Jesus. This was the name the an gel had 
giv en him be fore his moth er be came preg nant.

Jo seph and Mary did ev ery thing the Law of the Lord re quired. 
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1 0  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

Then they re turned to Gal i lee. They went to  their own town of 
Naz a reth. And the  child grew and be came  strong. He was very 
wise. He was  blessed by  God’s  grace.

p
Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Pass over 

 Feast. When  Jesus was 12  years old, they went up to the  feast as 
usu al. Af ter the  feast was over, his par ents left to go back home. 
The boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in Je ru sa lem. But they were not  aware 
of it. They  thought he was some where in  their  group. So they trav
eled on for a day. Then they be gan to look for him  among  their 
rel a tives and  friends. They did not find him. So they went back to 
Je ru sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they  found him in the 
tem ple court yard. He was sit ting with the teach ers. He was lis ten
ing to them and ask ing them ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him 
was  amazed at how much he un der stood. They also were  amazed 
at his an swers. When his par ents saw him, they were  amazed. His 
moth er said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? Your 
fa ther and I have been wor ried  about you. We have been look ing 
for you ev ery where.”

“Why were you look ing for me?” he  asked. “ Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what 
he  meant by that.

Then he went back to Naz a reth with them, and he  obeyed them. 
But his moth er kept all  these  things like a se cret trea sure in her 
 heart.  Jesus be came wis er and stron ger. He also be came more and 
more pleas ing to God and to peo ple.

p
Ti be ri us Cae sar had been rul ing for 15  years. Pon tius Pi late was 

gov er nor of Ju dea. Her od was the rul er of Gal i lee. His broth er 
Phil ip was the rul er of It u rea and Trac o ni tis. Ly sa ni as was rul er of 
Ab i le ne. An nas and Cai a phas were high  priests. At that time  God’s 
word came to John, son of Zech a ri ah, in the des ert. He went into 
all the coun try side  around the Jor dan Riv er.  There he  preached 
that peo ple  should be bap tized and turn away from  their sins. 
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Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1  1 1

Then God  would for give them. Here is what is writ ten in the book 
of Isa iah the proph et. It says,

  “A messenger is calling out in the desert,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.
  Make straight paths for him.
  Every valley will be filled in.
  Every mountain and hill will be made level.
  The crooked roads will become straight.
  The rough ways will become smooth.
  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 

John  spoke to the  crowds com ing to be bap tized by him. He said, 
“You are like a nest of poi son ous  snakes! Who  warned you to es
cape the com ing of  God’s an ger? Live in a way that  shows you have 
 turned away from your sins. And  don’t  start say ing to your selves, 
‘Abra ham is our fa ther.’ I tell you, God can  raise up chil dren for 
Abra ham even from  these  stones. The ax is al ready ly ing at the 
 roots of the  trees. All the  trees that  don’t pro duce good  fruit will 
be cut down. They will be  thrown into the fire.”

“Then what  should we do?” the  crowd  asked.
John an swered, “Any one who has ex tra  clothes  should  share 

with the one who has none. And any one who has ex tra food 
 should do the same.”

Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, 
“what  should we do?”

“ Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” John told 
them.

Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”
John re plied, “ Don’t  force peo ple to give you mon ey.  Don’t  bring 

 false charg es  against peo ple. Be hap py with your pay.”
The peo ple were wait ing. They were ex pect ing some thing. They 

were all won der ing in  their  hearts if John  might be the Mes si ah. 
John an swered them all, “I bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is 
more pow er ful than I am will come. I’m not good  enough to un tie 
the  straps of his san dals. He will bap tize you with the Holy Spir it 
and fire. His pitch fork is in his hand to toss the  straw away from 
his thresh ing  floor. He will gath er the  wheat into his barn. But he 
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12  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

will burn up the  husks with fire that  can’t be put out.” John said 
many oth er  things to warn the peo ple. He also an nounced the 
good news to them.

When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. 
And as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened. The Holy Spir it came 
to rest on him in the form of a dove. A  voice came from heav en. It 
said, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very  pleased with you.”

 Jesus was  about 30  years old when he be gan his spe cial work for 
God and oth ers. It was  thought that he was the son of Jo seph.

p
 Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan Riv er. The Spir it led 

him into the des ert.  There the dev il tempt ed him for 40 days.  Jesus 
ate noth ing dur ing that time. At the end of the 40 days, he was 
hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone 
to be come  bread.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Man must not live only on  bread.’ ” 
Then the dev il led  Jesus up to a high  place. In an in stant, he 

 showed  Jesus all the king doms of the  world. He said to  Jesus, “I 
will give you all  their au thor i ty and glo ry. It has been giv en to me, 
and I can give it to any one I want to. If you wor ship me, it will all 
be  yours.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Wor ship the Lord your God. He is 
the only one you  should  serve.’ ” 

Then the dev il led  Jesus to Je ru sa lem. He had  Jesus  stand on the 
high est  point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“ throw your self down from here. It is writ ten,

  “ ‘The Lord will command his angels to take good care of you.
  They will lift you up in their hands.
  Then you won’t trip over a stone.’ ”  

 Jesus an swered, “Scrip ture says, ‘Do not test the Lord your God.’ ” 
When the dev il fin ished all this tempt ing, he left  Jesus un til a 

bet ter time.
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remember what you read
1. What is something you noticed for the first time?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. What questions did you have?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Was there anything that bothered you?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

4. What did you learn about loving God?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

5. What did you learn about loving others?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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