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viii W Preface

Preface

Second year Greek and beyond can be a bit daunting.
You have left the comfortable and controlled confines
of your first year grammar, and you are carrying your
Greek Testament and trying to use it in sermons and
classes. And yet, with all that you learned in first year,
there is much to be reviewed and much to forget.

This minigrammar is designed to fit well with your
Greek Testament, and contains the information you need
when using Greek. It can function as a review, quick
reference, and has new material to help you move into
second year grammar. It is not a replacement for a full
lexicon or grammar, but it can start you down the right
path. Have fun.

Abbreviations

BBG Basics of Biblical Greek, 4th edition. William D.
Mounce. Zondervan, 2019.

BDAG A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
and Other Early Christian Literature, eds.
W. Bauer, E. W. Danker, W. F. Arndt, F. W.
Gingrich, third edition. University of Chicago
Press, 2000.

BDF A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature, eds. F. Blass,
A. Debrunner, and R. W. Funk. University of
Chicago Press, 1961.

Fanning  Verbal Aspect in New Testament Greek. Buist
Fanning. Clarendon, 1991.

GGBB Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics. Daniel B.
Wallace. Zondervan, 1996.

MBG The Morphology of Biblical Greek. William D.
Mounce. Zondervan, 1994.
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BASICS

Greek Alphabet

Name (English and Greek), transliteration, capital and small
form, pronunciation

Alpha &g a A o  a asinfather
Beta Bita b B B b asin Bible
Gamma yappo g I v g asin gone
Delta délta d A 3 d asin dog
Epsilon Ewyiov e E = e asin met
Zeta Ciita z zZ ¢ z asin daze
Eta nra e H n e asin obey
Theta Ofjta th  ® 0  th asinthing
Iota idto i I ! i asin intrigue
Kappa  «énma kK «  k asinkitchen
Lambda Xappéa  / A 1 asinlaw

Mu ud m M p  m asin mother
Nu v n N v n asin new

Xi &el X 2 & X asin axiom
Omicron 0 pikpoév o O o 0 asinnot

! Gamma (y) usually has a hard “g” sound, as in “get.”
However, when it is immediately followed by v, k, 3, or &, it is

o

pronounced asa n.
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Pi mel p
Rho o0} r
Sigma olypa N
Tau Tad t
Upsilon  ©yév — up!
Phi 0l ph
Chi xel ch
Psi el ps
Omega o péyo 0
Diphthongs

D& X 8 < 3 M T o

c/c

c

e € X B

p asin peach

r asinrod

s as in study

t asin talk

v as German ii
ph asin phone
ch asinloch
ps asinlips

0 asin tone

The second vowel of a diphthong is an 1 or v.?

ot
€l
(08
av
oV
Ll

€V, MV

as in aisle

as in eight

asin oil

as in sauerkraut
as in soup

as in suite

as in feud

1

u if part of a diphthong, otherwise y.

alpo
€l
oikio
a0Tog
000¢
010G

£000¢ / ndEavev

2 wv is used in Classical Greek, but occurs in the NT only in the
name Mwiotjg where there is always a diaeresis, indicating that
it is not a diphthong.



Contractions

Contractions

Single Vowels

m 3

Here are all possible contractions of single vowels.
The four most common are in blue.

a g n ! v 0 o
a o a a ot o o o
g n &t n &l ) ov Q)
n n n n n nv ® ®
0 o ov ® ot ov ov )
o Q) ® ® ® O o Q)
Vowels and Diphthongs

at e’ et n ot ot
R A a ¢ ® o
g n &t &t n ot ov Q)
n n n n n ® @
0 ) ot ov ot ot ov o

3 “Genuine” diphthong (not formed by a contraction)
* “Spurious” diphthong (formed by a contraction)
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Rules of Contraction

1. ovis formed from ¢o, og, and oo.

oV « €0 TOODUEV <« TIOLEOUEV
oV« o0¢ TANpoOVTE  — TANPOETE
oV <« 00 TANPODUEV <«— TANPOOUEV

2. etis formed from ee¢.

€l «— &€ moteite «— TOLEETE

3. o is formed from almost any combination of omi-
cron or omega with any other vowel, except for rule 1.

® <« 00 ayom®dpev <« AQyomoopev?

4. o is formed from oe.

o <« og ayomdte «— Qyamoete
o <« ogl ayomd «—  Qyamoet

5. nis formed from go.
n <« e nyémoo <« gaydmnoo

! In the first person singular of epsilon and omicron
contracts, there is one extra step in the contraction process. No
personal ending is used, so the connecting vowel lengthens to
compensate, and the ensuing contraction is between the contract
vowel and the lengthened connecting vowel. moico — mote® —
TOL®. TANPOO — TANPO® — TANPD.



6.

7.
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tive.
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Miscellaneous

ol <« o€l TANPOIG  «— TANPOELS
TANPOL < TANPOEL

The contraction of diphthongs

If the contract vowel and the first vowel of the
diphthong are the same, they simplify (i.e., one
of the double letters drops off).

gL «— ggl TOLElg «—  TOLEELg
0L «— 00V TAPOUGL <  TANPOOLGL

If the contract vowel and the first vowel of
the diphthong are different, they contract. If
the second vowel of the diphthong is an iota,
it subscripts if possible; if it is an upsilon, it
drops off.

0 <« ogl  ayomd «— dyamoet

0V « €0V TolDoL «—  TOLE0VOL

Contract verbs contract as if the true personal
endings are those visible in the present active indica-

0w —  ayond
LG —  ayomds
el —  ayomd

GOpEV  —  AYOmOUEV
0eTE —  dyomdte
0oVGlL —  Ayam®dol
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Accent Rules

The acute (" ) can occur on any of the last three
syllables: dxnkoopev. Loyov. ovtdg.

The circumflex ( = ) can occur only on one of the
last two syllables and will always be over a long
vowel:! mhavdpev. dpyis.

The grave () is formed when a word is normally
accented with an acute on the final syllable. When the
word is not followed by a punctuation mark, then the
acute becomes a grave: kot vdv.

Accents on nouns try to stay on the same syllable
(consistent accent). Accents on verbs try to move as
far back toward the beginning of the verb as possible
(recessive accent).

“Enclitics” are words pronounced so closely with
the preceding word that the accent rules behave as if
both words are one word. What this often means is
that the accent over the enclitic will back up onto the
preceding word.?

Enclitics include y&, eiui (except €l), pov, nép, moté,
Tov, M, TMG, 6V, TE, Toi, Tig, present indicative of npui
(except ¢fig). €oTtv can be unaccented, or accented &otv
and £ortiv.

“Proclitics” have no accent as they “lean forward”
to the following word. They include the article (masc.
and fem.), some prepositions (gig, £k, £v), conjunctions
(g, ®g), and the negation o0 (00K, ovY).

! 1 and o are long vowels. ¢ is always long. a, 1, and v can be

either long or short.
2 The preceding word will be oxytone, i.e., it has an acute on
its final syllable.
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When Accents & Breathings

Gpo

apd

GANG

Ao

avTy, avtai
abm, odtat

Mm%
TALKIAY
e e

S 2SS S Sk S

G fiv

3

Sa S
n o<

0, oi, ai
0, of, al
oV

ikt
oV

Are Important

particle, “then, therefore”
fem noun, “curse” (Rom 3:14)

particle, “but, yet, rather”
neut pl of GAhog, “other”
avTog

fem, ovtog

Ilifll

2nd sg pres act, eiui
IlintO//

masc, “one”

preposition, “in”

neuter, £ic

adverb: without; prep (gen): outside
fut act of &yw

nom sg fem, 0

nom sg fem, 6¢

/Iorll

dative sg fem, ¢

3rd sg pres act subj, eipl
fem, 6¢g

3rd sg imperfect act ind, eipi
2nd sg pres act subj, gipi

o

8¢
“not
gen sg masc/neut, 6g; also “where”

”
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noTé particle, “at some time”

ToTE interrogative adverb, “when?”
TIG, Tt indefinite pronoun

Tig, interrogative pronoun

o interjection

6} 1st sg pres act subyj, eipi

16} dat sg masc/neut, 8¢

v pres act ptcp, eipi

v gen pl, 6¢

Liquid futures pévo, pevd

Syllabification

1. There is one vowel (or diphthong) per syllable.
6 Kkn KO o pev pap T pod pev

A single consonant by itself (not a cluster) goes with
the following vowel.!

€ ® pa Ko, pev € g o o6 pe Ho
2. Two consecutive vowels that do not form a diph-
thong are divided.

€ 0g o o6 pe Oa "Hoatoag
3. A consonant cluster that cannot be pronounced

together is divided, and the first consonant goes with
the preceding vowel.

£u mpo obev ap xMs

! If the consonant is the final letter in the word, it goes with the
preceding vowel.
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4. A consonant cluster that can be pronounced to-
gether goes with the following vowel.

Xpt o106 YpoL @1
This includes a consonant cluster formed with p or v
as the second letter.

€ miyvo o1g £ Ove owv

5. Double consonants are divided.

6 oy YéL Ao pev  mop pnoia
6. Compound words are divided where joined.
avTL YP1oTdg €K PAAA®D

Crasis

Crasis is when a word is formed by combining two
words. The first word is almost always kai.

Kol Ey® —  KOy® 76x
Kol Epot —  xapol 5x
Kol pé —  KOué 3x
Kol Ekel —  KOKEl 10x
Kol Ekelbgv —  Kakelbev 10x
Kol EKEIVOG —  KOKEWVOG 7X
Kol édvor v =~ —  kdv 17x
10 €vavtiov —  1ohvavtiov 3x
70 dvopa —  1obvopa 1x

There are other words that were originally formed
through crasis but in our texts can be written as one
(avmep, kaitotye, pevodvye) or two (kaiye, pfiye, wimov,
urog) words.
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mpog (acc) —>

€ig (acc)

Prepositions

vrép (acc)

i (acc)

V16 (acc)

Additional Prepositions

avti
S
£mi
Kath
HeTd
TOPa
mepl
VIép
V16

gen:

acc:

gen:

dat:

gen:

acc:

gen:

acc:

gen:

dat:

gen:
gen:
gen:

instead of, for

on account of

on, over, when
on the basis of, at
against
according to
with

after

from

beside, near
concerning, about
in behalf of

by

mapd (acc)

—> ano (gen)
—> 314 (gen)

—> £k (gen)
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Numbers
Cardinals® Ordinals Adverbials
gic TP@OTOC o
dvo devTEPOg dig
TPEIG Tpitog Tpig
T€GCOPES TETAPTOG TETPAKLG
TéVTE TEUTTOG TEVTOKLG
€€ €KTOG £EaK1g
EMTA £Pdopog EMTAKIG
OKTM 6ydoog OKTAKIG
Evvéa £vatog EVAKIG
déxal déxarog
£voeka EVOEKNTOG
dmdeka (5eK0dV0) SMIEKATOC
SEKUTEGGOPEG TECOUPECKOLOEKOTOG
deKamévte TEVTEKAUOEKATOG
déxa E&
S€K00KTO (HEKO Kol OKTM)
glkooy(v) €IK0GTOG
TPLIKOVTO
TEGCAPAKOVTA (TECOEPAKOVTAL)
TEVTIKOVTO, TEVINKOGTOG
£&nkovra
£Bdounkovta £Pdounkootdc EPSounKovTaKic
oydonkovta,
£VEVIKOVTOL
£Katov £K0TO0TOG

! The cardinals from five through 199 are indeclinable; the rest

decline.
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Square of Stops

Stops are consonants that form their sound by im-
peding the airflow. They are broken down into three
classifications.

= Labial. &, B, and ¢ are formed by using the lips to
impede the air flow momentarily.

= Velar. x, v, and y are formed by pushing up the
middle of the tongue against the soft part of the
roof of the mouth.’

= Dental. 1,8, and 0 are formed by clicking the tongue
against the back of the teeth.?

= The final column shows what happens when the
stop is followed by sigma.

voiceless ~ woiced  aspirate  with sibilant

Labial T B [0} -y
Velar K Y X - §
Dental T ) 0 — G

! Some people use the term “palatals” to describe velars
because the soft part of the mouth’s roof is the “palate.”

2 Actually, it is not the teeth but the alveolar ridge behind
the teeth that is used, but the word “teeth” is easier for most to
associate with “dental.”





