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ACTS
Luke wrote the book of Acts as well as the book of Luke. Acts continues the story of the 
good news of life in Jesus Christ. In the book of Acts the story moves from Jerusalem to 
other nations. It tells about the Holy Spirit coming to the believers in Jerusalem. And it 
tells about the teaching and work of Peter and Paul. They were followers of Jesus and 
leaders of the new church. People from many nations became believers.
 The book of Acts has six main parts. Each part tells about a new step in the spread 
of the good news about Jesus. Each part is marked by words similar to “God’s word 
spread and grew.”
 First, the church is established in Jerusalem. For the first time the Greek lan-
guage is used in the church. This allowed for the message of the good news to spread 
throughout the Roman Empire.
 Second, the message of the good news spread to Galilee and Samaria.
 Third, it became clear that the message about Jesus was also for people who were 
not Jews.
 Fourth, messengers of the good news went west into the Roman part of Asia.
 Fifth, the message went from Asia into Europe.
 Sixth, the last part of the book tells how the message of good news spread to 
Rome. Rome was the capital city of the Empire. The good news of God’s kingdom is 
reaching all nations.

Jesus Is Taken Up Into Heaven

1 The oph i lus, I  wrote  about  Jesus in my 
ear li er book. I  wrote  about all he did 

and  taught 2 un til the day he was tak en 
up to heav en. Be fore  Jesus left, he gave 
or ders to the apos tles he had cho sen. He 
did this  through the Holy Spir it. 3 Af ter his 
suf fer ing and  death, he ap peared to them. 
In many ways he  proved that he was  alive. 
He ap peared to them over a pe ri od of 40 
days. Dur ing that time he  spoke  about 
 God’s king dom. 4 One day  Jesus was eat
ing with them. He gave them a com mand. 
“Do not  leave Je ru sa lem,” he said. “wait 
for the gift my Fa ther prom ised. You have 
 heard me talk  about it. 5 John bap tized 
with wa ter. But in a few days you will be 
bap tized with the Holy Spir it.”

6 Then the apos tles gath ered  around 
 Jesus and  asked him a ques tion. “Lord,” 
they said, “are you go ing to give the king
dom back to Is ra el now?”

7 He said to them, “You  should not be 
con cerned  about  times or  dates. The Fa
ther has set them by his own au thor i ty. 
8 But you will re ceive pow er when the 
Holy Spir it  comes on you. Then you will 
tell peo ple  about me in Je ru sa lem, and in 
all Ju dea and Sa mar ia. And you will even 
tell oth er peo ple  about me from one end 
of the  earth to the oth er.”

9 Af ter  Jesus said this, he was tak en up 
to heav en. The apos tles  watched un til a 
 cloud hid him from  their  sight.

10  while he was go ing up, they kept on 
look ing at the sky. Sud den ly two men 

 dressed in  white cloth ing  stood be side 
them. 11 “Men of Gal i lee,” they said, “why 
do you  stand here look ing at the sky? 
 Jesus has been tak en away from you into 
heav en. But he will come back in the 
same way you saw him go.”

Matthias Is Chosen to Take the Place  
of Judas Iscariot

12 The apos tles re turned to Je ru sa lem 
from the hill  called the  Mount of Ol ives. It 
is just over half a mile from the city. 13 when 
they ar rived, they went up stairs to the 
room  where they were stay ing. Pe ter, John, 
 James and An drew were  there. Phil ip, 
Thom as, Bar thol o mew and Mat thew were 
 there too. So were  James son of Al phae us, 
Si mon the Zeal ot, and Ju das son of  James. 
14 They all came to geth er reg u lar ly to pray. 
The wom en  joined them too. So did  Jesus’ 
moth er Mary and his broth ers.

15 In  those days Pe ter  stood up  among 
the be liev ers.  About 120 of them were 
 there. 16 Pe ter said, “Broth ers and sis ters, 
a long time ago the Holy Spir it  spoke 
 through Da vid. He  spoke  about Ju das Is
car i ot. what the Scrip ture said  would 
hap pen had to come true. Ju das was the 
 guide for the men who ar rest ed  Jesus. 
17 But Ju das was one of us. He  shared with 
us in our work for God.”

18 Ju das  bought a  field with the pay ment 
he re ceived for the evil  thing he had done. 
He fell down head first in the  field. His 
body  burst open. All his in sides  spilled 
out. 19 Ev ery one in Je ru sa lem  heard  about 
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