
Acts

 Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven

1 In my for mer book, The oph i lus, I  wrote 
 about all that  Jesus be gan to do and to 

 teach 2 un til the day he was tak en up to heav
en, af ter giv ing in struc tions  through the Holy 
Spir it to the apos tles he had cho sen. 3 Af ter 
his suf fer ing, he pre sent ed him self to them 
and gave many con vinc ing  proofs that he was 
 alive. He ap peared to them over a pe ri od of 
for ty days and  spoke  about the king dom of 
God. 4 On one oc ca sion,  while he was eat ing 
with them, he gave them this com mand: “Do 
not  leave Je ru sa lem, but wait for the gift my 
Fa ther prom ised,  which you have  heard me 
 speak  about. 5 For John bap tized with a wa ter, 
but in a few days you will be bap tized with a 
the Holy Spir it.”

6 Then they gath ered  around him and  asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time go ing to re
store the king dom to Is ra el?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the  times or  dates the Fa ther has set by his 
own au thor i ty. 8 But you will re ceive pow er 
when the Holy Spir it  comes on you; and you 
will be my wit ness es in Je ru sa lem, and in all 
Ju dea and Sa mar ia, and to the ends of the 
earth.”

9 Af ter he said this, he was tak en up be fore 
 their very eyes, and a  cloud hid him from  their 
sight.

10 They were look ing in tent ly up into the 
sky as he was go ing, when sud den ly two men 
 dressed in  white  stood be side them. 11 “Men of 
Gal i lee,” they said, “why do you  stand here 
look ing into the sky? This same  Jesus, who 
has been tak en from you into heav en, will 
come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heav en.”

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas
12 Then the apos tles re turned to Je ru sa lem 

from the hill  called the  Mount of Ol ives, a 
Sab bath  day’s walk b from the city. 13 When 
they ar rived, they went up stairs to the room 
 where they were stay ing.  Those pres ent were 
Pe ter, John,  James and An drew; Phil ip and 
Thom as, Bar thol o mew and Mat thew;  James 
son of Al phae us and Si mon the Zeal ot, and 
Ju das son of  James. 14 They all  joined to geth er 
con stant ly in  prayer,  along with the wom en 
and Mary the moth er of  Jesus, and with his 
broth ers.

15 In  those days Pe ter  stood up  among the 
be liev ers (a  group num ber ing  about a hun
dred and twen ty) 16 and said, “Broth ers and 
sis ters, c the Scrip ture had to be ful filled in 
 which the Holy Spir it  spoke long ago  through 
Da vid con cern ing Ju das, who  served as  guide 

for  those who ar rest ed  Jesus. 17 He was one 
of our num ber and  shared in our min is try.”

18 (With the pay ment he re ceived for his 
wick ed ness, Ju das  bought a  field;  there he 
fell head long, his body  burst open and all his 
in tes tines  spilled out. 19 Ev ery one in Je ru sa
lem  heard  about this, so they  called that  field 
in  their lan guage Akel da ma, that is,  Field of 
Blood.)

20 “For,” said Pe ter, “it is writ ten in the Book 
of Psalms:
  “ ‘May his place be deserted;
  let there be no one to dwell in it,’ d

and,
  “ ‘May another take his place of 

leadership.’ e
21 There fore it is nec es sary to  choose one of the 
men who have been with us the  whole time the 
Lord  Jesus was liv ing  among us, 22 be gin ning 
from  John’s bap tism to the time when  Jesus 
was tak en up from us. For one of  these must 
be come a wit ness with us of his res ur rec tion.”

23 So they nom i nated two men: Jo seph  called 
Bar sab bas (also  known as Jus tus) and Mat
thi as. 24 Then they  prayed, “Lord, you know 
ev ery one’s  heart. Show us  which of  these two 
you have cho sen 25 to take over this ap os tol ic 
min is try,  which Ju das left to go  where he be
longs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell 
to Mat thi as; so he was add ed to the elev en 
apos tles.

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

2When the day of Pen te cost came, they 
were all to geth er in one  place. 2 Sud den ly a 

 sound like the blow ing of a vi o lent wind came 
from heav en and  filled the  whole  house  where 
they were sit ting. 3 They saw what  seemed to 
be  tongues of fire that sep a rat ed and came 
to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were 
 filled with the Holy Spir it and be gan to  speak 
in oth er  tongues f as the Spir it en abled them.

5 Now  there were stay ing in Je ru sa lem God
fear ing Jews from ev ery na tion un der heav en. 
6 When they  heard this  sound, a  crowd came 
to geth er in be wil der ment, be cause each one 
 heard  their own lan guage be ing spo ken. 7 Ut
ter ly  amazed, they  asked: “Aren’t all  these 
who are speak ing Gal i le ans? 8 Then how is it 
that each of us  hears them in our na tive lan
guage? 9 Par thi ans,  Medes and Elam ites; res i
dents of Mes o po ta mia, Ju dea and Cap pa do cia, 
Pon tus and Asia, g 10 Phryg ia and Pam phyl ia, 
 Egypt and the  parts of Lib ya near Cy re ne; 
vis i tors from Rome 11 (both Jews and con verts 
to Ju da ism); Cre tans and  Arabs —  we hear 

a 5 Or in    b 12 That is, about 5/8 mile or about 1 kilometer    c 16 The Greek word for brothers and 
sisters (adelphoi) refers here to believers, both men and women, as part of God’s family; also in 6:3; 
11:29; 12:17; 16:40; 18:18, 27; 21:7, 17; 28:14, 15.    d 20 Psalm 69:25    e 20 Psalm 109:8    
f 4 Or languages; also in verse 11    g 9 That is, the Roman province by that name    
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