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MATTHEW 23:1 – 39

HYPOCRISY
Throughout his ministry,  Jesus 
consistently confronted hypocrisy, 
especially in the Jewish religious 
leaders of his day. Chapter 23 in-
cludes  Jesus’ angry condemnation 
of those who were much more con-
cerned about securing their power 
base than they were about bringing 
their followers closer to God. The 
rules that they forced on others were 
man-made responses to their study 
of the law, and while they required 
strict adherence to those rules, they 
themselves did not practice what 
they preached (v. 4). Notice the 
language with which the perfect, 
sinless Son of God addressed them: 
lazy (v. 4), prideful (v. 6), hypocrites 
(vv. 25,27,29), blind (v. 26), “full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness” (v. 28), 
deluded (v. 30), self-incriminating 
(v. 31), hell-bound vipers (v. 33), 
murderers (v. 34), and condemned 
because of their blood-guilt (v. 35). 
 Jesus’ righteous indignation burned 
against these self-important men 
who were leading others astray. 
Their devotion was not to God but 
to a set of rules they held over the 
people beneath them, and  Jesus was 
not shy to point out the contradic-
tion that manifested itself in their 
daily lives. In contrast,  Jesus lived 
without any misalignment between 
his heart and his actions. He lived 
with perfect integrity in service to 
God, and believers are called to 
desire to be like him and share his 
mindset (1Co 2:16).

the sev enth. 27 Fi nal ly, the wom an died. 28 Now then, at the res ur rec tion,  whose 
wife will she be of the sev en,  since all of them were mar ried to her?”

29  Jesus re plied, “You are in er ror be cause you do not know the Scrip tures 
or the pow er of God. 30 At the res ur rec tion peo ple will nei ther mar ry nor be 
giv en in mar riage; they will be like the an gels in heav en. 31 But  about the res­
ur rec tion of the dead —  have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the 
God of Abra ham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of Ja cob’ a ? He is not the God 
of the dead but of the liv ing.”

33 When the  crowds  heard this, they were as ton ished at his teach ing.

The Greatest Commandment
34 Hear ing that  Jesus had si lenced the Sad du cees, the Phar i sees got to­

geth er. 35 One of them, an ex pert in the law, test ed him with this ques tion: 
36 “Teach er,  which is the great est com mand ment in the Law?”

37  Jesus re plied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ b 38 This is the  first and great est com mand­
ment. 39 And the sec ond is like it: ‘Love your neigh bor as your self.’ c 40 All the 
Law and the Proph ets hang on  these two com mand ments.”

Whose Son Is the Messiah?
41 While the Phar i sees were gath ered to geth er,  Jesus  asked them, 42 “What 

do you  think  about the Mes si ah?  Whose son is he?”
“The son of Da vid,” they re plied.
43 He said to them, “How is it then that Da vid, speak ing by the Spir it,  calls 

him ‘Lord’? For he says,

 44 “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your feet.” ’ d

45 If then Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46 No one  could say a 
word in re ply, and from that day on no one  dared to ask him any more ques­
tions.

A Warning Against Hypocrisy

23
Then  Jesus said to the  crowds and to his dis ci ples: 2 “The teach ers of the 
law and the Phar i sees sit in Mo ses’ seat. 3 So you must be care ful to do 

ev ery thing they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not prac tice 
what they  preach. 4 They tie up  heavy, cum ber some  loads and put them on 
oth er peo ple’s shoul ders, but they them selves are not will ing to lift a fin ger 
to move them.

5 “Ev ery thing they do is done for peo ple to see: They make  their phy lac ter­
ies e wide and the tas sels on  their gar ments long; 6 they love the  place of hon or 
at ban quets and the most im por tant  seats in the syn a gogues; 7 they love to be 
greet ed with re spect in the mar ket plac es and to be called ‘Rab bi’ by others.

8 “But you are not to be  called ‘Rab bi,’ for you have one  Teach er, and you 
are all broth ers. 9 And do not call any one on  earth ‘fa ther,’ for you have one 
Fa ther, and he is in heav en. 10 Nor are you to be  called in struc tors, for you have 
one In struc tor, the Mes si ah. 11 The great est  among you will be your ser vant. 
12 For  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those who hum ble 
them selves will be ex alt ed.

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
13 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You shut 

the door of the king dom of heav en in peo ple’s fac es. You your selves do not 
en ter, nor will you let  those en ter who are try ing to. [14] f

a 32 Exodus 3:6    b 37 Deut. 6:5    c 39 Lev. 19:18    d 44 Psalm 110:1    e 5 That is, 
boxes containing Scripture verses, worn on forehead and arm    f 14 Some manuscripts 
include here words similar to Mark 12:40 and Luke 20:47.    
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 JESUS:  
OUR  

PROMISED  
KING

MATTHEW



MATTHEW
BIRTH OF  JESUS

c. 5 BC
HEROD ANTIPAS  

RULES GALILEE  

AND PEREA

4 BC – AD 39

 JESUS’ MINISTRY, 

DEATH,  

RESURRECTION

c. AD 27 – 30

Kings came and went throughout the Old Testament. With each successive king, the 
hope of the people of God continued to fade. Israel longed for the promised king who 
would usher in God’s peace and deliverance. With their own eyes, they witnessed the 
failure of even the best kings, the demise of the nation and the exile of God’s people. 
Though the prophets spoke of a coming day when God would prove faithful, the 
lengthy silence after Malachi’s writing left the fate of God’s people seemingly in ques-
tion.

Matthew’s Gospel proclaims  Jesus to be the long-awaited King of kings —  the 
one to whom the entire Old Testament points. Matthew, a Jewish believer, began his 
summary of  Jesus’ life and ministry with a lengthy genealogy that served to connect 
the Lord’s coming to the promises God made to David so long ago. He was a king like 
David, but one who would succeed where David failed and accomplish what David 
had been incapable of doing in his life. At the conclusion of the book, the sign that 
hung above  Jesus’ head on the cross ironically makes the same claim: “this is  jesus, 
the king of the jews” (27:37). Between these two bookends, Matthew makes 
a clear and compelling argument for the divine origin of  Jesus and his kingly role 
among his people.

Though many Jews in  Jesus’ day were blind to his identity, Matthew anchors 
 Jesus’ life and mission in the Old Testament promises of God. Using more than 70 
quotations or allusions from the Old Testament, Matthew demonstrates that  Jesus 
is the promised king who came to fulfill the hope of his people. Matthew invites his 



readers to embrace the rightful king through faith and repentance and submit to life 
in “the kingdom of heaven” or “the kingdom of God.”

Those who come under the rule and reign of the King find this king to be a righ-
teous and loving ruler who humbly serves his beloved kingdom citizens. This king 
invites his people to participate in his mission to the world and the establishment of 
his kingdom on earth as it is in heaven (28:18 – 20). In his kingdom, Jews and Gen-
tiles alike find forgiveness of sin, peace with God and hope for this life and the next.

SEEK FIRST HIS KINGDOM AND  

HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS,  

AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE GIVEN  

TO YOU AS WELL.

Matthew 6:33



MATTHEW

MATTHEW 1:1 – 17

THE GENEALOGY  
OF  JESUS

Part of Matthew’s goal in writing 
his Gospel was to show  Jesus as the 
true Messiah for whom the Jews had 
been waiting. Because the Messiah 
had to come from the line of David, 
it was important for Matthew to 
show  Jesus’ legitimacy by connect-
ing him not only to David, but all the 
way back to Abraham (v. 2; Ge 12:3). 
Another interesting point in Mat-
thew’s genealogy is the mention 
of five women, specifically Tamar 
(Mt 1:3), Rahab (v.  5) and Bath-
sheba (simply called “Uriah’s wife” 
in v. 6). Tamar had deceitfully posed 
as a prostitute to bear her children 
(Ge 38), Rahab was a prostitute in 
the city of Jericho (Jos 2), and Bath-
sheba was the woman with whom 
David committed adultery (2Sa 11). 
Not only was it unusual for women 
to be mentioned in genealogies, 
but it was even stranger that Mat-
thew decided to list three women 
of relatively low moral standing. 
The inclusion of Tamar, Rahab and 
Bathsheba shows that God is able to 
use anyone to accomplish his plan. 
God could have handpicked anyone 
to be in the genealogy of  Jesus, but 
he included these and many other 
imperfect people to comprise the 
line that would eventually bring his 
Son into the world. These women are 
an incredible image of God’s sover-
eign desire to take what is broken 
and make it new. Matthew begins 
his Gospel by showing the legiti-
macy of  Jesus and the redemptive 
power of God.

The Genealogy of  Jesus the Messiah

1 This is the ge ne al o gy a of  Jesus the Mes si ah b the son of Da vid, the son of 
Abra ham:

 ² Abra ham was the fa ther of Isaac,
  Isaac the fa ther of Ja cob,
  Ja cob the fa ther of Ju dah and his broth ers,
 ³ Ju dah the fa ther of Pe rez and Ze rah,  whose moth er was Ta mar,
  Pe rez the fa ther of Hez ron,
  Hez ron the fa ther of Ram,
 ⁴ Ram the fa ther of Am min a dab,
  Am min a dab the fa ther of Nah shon,
  Nah shon the fa ther of Sal mon,
 ⁵ Sal mon the fa ther of Boaz,  whose moth er was Ra hab,
  Boaz the fa ther of Obed,  whose moth er was Ruth,
  Obed the fa ther of Jes se,
 ⁶ and Jes se the fa ther of King Da vid.

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon,  whose moth er had been Uri ah’s wife,
 ⁷ Sol o mon the fa ther of Re ho bo am,
  Re ho bo am the fa ther of Abi jah,
  Abi jah the fa ther of Asa,
 ⁸ Asa the fa ther of Je hosh a phat,
  Je hosh a phat the fa ther of Je ho ram,
  Je ho ram the fa ther of Uz zi ah,
 ⁹ Uz zi ah the fa ther of Jo tham,
  Jo tham the fa ther of Ahaz,
  Ahaz the fa ther of Hez e ki ah,
 ¹⁰ Hez e ki ah the fa ther of Ma nas seh,
  Ma nas seh the fa ther of Amon,
  Amon the fa ther of Jo si ah,
 ¹¹ and Jo si ah the fa ther of Jec o ni ah c and his broth ers at the time of the 

ex ile to Bab ylon.

 ¹² Af ter the ex ile to Bab ylon:
  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She al ti el,
  She al ti el the fa ther of Ze rub ba bel,
 ¹³ Ze rub ba bel the fa ther of Abi hud,
  Abi hud the fa ther of Eli a kim,
  Eli a kim the fa ther of Azor,
 ¹⁴ Azor the fa ther of Za dok,
  Za dok the fa ther of Akim,
  Akim the fa ther of Eli hud,
 ¹⁵ Eli hud the fa ther of El e a zar,
  El e a zar the fa ther of Mat than,
  Mat than the fa ther of Ja cob,
 ¹⁶ and Ja cob the fa ther of Jo seph, the hus band of Mary, and Mary was 

the moth er of  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah.

¹⁷ Thus  there were four teen gen er a tions in all from Abra ham to Da vid, four-
teen from Da vid to the ex ile to Bab ylon, and four teen from the ex ile to the 
Mes si ah.

a 1 Or is an account of the origin    b 1 Or  Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ 
(Greek) both mean Anointed One; also in verse 18.    c 11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in 
verse 12    



Joseph Accepts  Jesus as His Son
¹⁸ This is how the  birth of  Jesus the Mes si ah came  about a: His moth er Mary 

was  pledged to be mar ried to Jo seph, but be fore they came to geth er, she was 
 found to be preg nant  through the Holy Spir it. ¹⁹ Be cause Jo seph her hus band 
was faith ful to the law, and yet b did not want to ex pose her to pub lic dis grace, 
he had in mind to di vorce her qui et ly.

²⁰ But af ter he had con sid ered this, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him in 
a  dream and said, “Jo seph son of Da vid, do not be  afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, be cause what is con ceived in her is from the Holy Spir it. ²¹ She will 
give  birth to a son, and you are to give him the name  Jesus, c be cause he will 
save his peo ple from  their sins.”

²² All this took  place to ful fill what the Lord had said  through the proph et: 
²³ “The vir gin will con ceive and give  birth to a son, and they will call him Im-
man u el” d (which  means “God with us”).

²⁴ When Jo seph woke up, he did what the an gel of the Lord had com mand-
ed him and took Mary home as his wife. ²⁵ But he did not con sum mate their 
mar riage un til she gave  birth to a son. And he gave him the name  Jesus.

The Magi Visit the Messiah

2 Af ter  Jesus was born in Beth le hem in Ju dea, dur ing the time of King Her-
od, Magi e from the east came to Je ru sa lem ² and  asked, “Where is the one 

who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have 
come to wor ship him.”

³ When King Her od  heard this he was dis turbed, and all Je ru sa lem with 
him. ⁴ When he had  called to geth er all the peo ple’s  chief  priests and teach ers 
of the law, he  asked them  where the Mes si ah was to be born. ⁵ “In Beth le hem 
in Ju dea,” they re plied, “for this is what the proph et has writ ten:

 ⁶ “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
  for out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.’ f ”

⁷ Then Her od  called the Magi se cret ly and  found out from them the ex act 
time the star had ap peared. ⁸ He sent them to Beth le hem and said, “Go and 
 search care ful ly for the  child. As soon as you find him, re port to me, so that I 
too may go and wor ship him.”

⁹ Af ter they had  heard the king, they went on  their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went  ahead of them un til it  stopped over the  place 
 where the  child was. ¹⁰ When they saw the star, they were over joyed. ¹¹ On com-
ing to the  house, they saw the  child with his moth er Mary, and they  bowed 
down and wor shiped him. Then they  opened  their trea sures and pre sent ed 
him with  gifts of gold, frank in cense and  myrrh. ¹² And hav ing been  warned 
in a  dream not to go back to Her od, they re turned to  their coun try by an oth er 
route.

The Escape to Egypt
¹³ When they had gone, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to Jo seph in a 

 dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the  child and his moth er and es cape to  Egypt. 
Stay  there un til I tell you, for Her od is go ing to  search for the  child to kill 
him.”

¹⁴ So he got up, took the  child and his moth er dur ing the  night and left for 
 Egypt, ¹⁵ where he  stayed un til the  death of Her od. And so was ful filled what 
the Lord had said  through the proph et: “Out of  Egypt I  called my son.” g

¹⁶ When Her od re al ized that he had been out wit ted by the Magi, he was fu-
ri ous, and he gave or ders to kill all the boys in Beth le hem and its  vi cin i ty who 

a 18 Or The origin of  Jesus the Messiah was like this    b 19 Or was a righteous man and    
c 21  Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the LORD saves.    d 23 Isaiah 7:14    
e 1 Traditionally wise men    f 6 Micah 5:2,4    g 15 Hosea 11:1    
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MATTHEW 3:1 – 2

JOHN’S BAPTISM  
OF REPENTANCE

John the Baptist was the son of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth and was 
a cousin of  Jesus (Lk 1). His birth 
was a signal of the coming of the 
Messiah, and  Jesus himself said 
that there was none “greater than 
John the Baptist” (Mt 11:11). John 
called his followers to repent from 
their wrongdoing because of the 
nearness of the kingdom of heaven. 
In order for people to repent, they 
had to recognize and acknowledge 
the fact that they were not living 
lives that glorified God. In Matthew 
4:17,  Jesus echoes John’s call as 
he preaches the same message of 
repentance. Believers are expected 
to live lives that honor and glorify 
God. Throughout  Jesus’ ministry, he 
explained what it means to live ac-
cording to the standard that God 
has set —  in a way that mirrors the 
Father’s heart —  and he also lived 
a life that believers are meant to 
imitate. Obviously it is impossible 
to be completely like  Jesus; after all, 
he was perfect. But the first step for 
anyone to begin to live according to 
Scripture is to repent and turn away 
from that which is wrong or sinful.

were two  years old and un der, in ac cor dance with the time he had  learned 
from the Magi. ¹⁷ Then what was said  through the proph et Jer e mi ah was ful-
filled:

 ¹⁸ “A voice is heard in Ramah,
  weeping and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children
  and refusing to be comforted,
  because they are no more.” a

The Return to Nazareth
¹⁹ Af ter Her od died, an an gel of the Lord ap peared in a  dream to Jo seph in 

 Egypt ²⁰ and said, “Get up, take the  child and his moth er and go to the land of 
Is ra el, for  those who were try ing to take the  child’s life are dead.”

²¹ So he got up, took the  child and his moth er and went to the land of Is ra-
el. ²² But when he  heard that Ar che la us was reign ing in Ju dea in  place of his 
fa ther Her od, he was  afraid to go  there. Hav ing been  warned in a  dream, he 
with drew to the dis trict of Gal i lee, ²³ and he went and  lived in a town  called 
Naz a reth. So was ful filled what was said  through the proph ets, that he would 
be  called a Naz a rene.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

3 In  those days John the Bap tist came, preach ing in the wil der ness of Ju dea 
² and say ing, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav en has come near.” ³ This is 

he who was spo ken of  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “A voice of one calling in the  
wilderness,

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ” b

⁴ John’s  clothes were made of cam el’s hair, and he had a leath er belt  around 
his  waist. His food was lo custs and wild hon ey. ⁵ Peo ple went out to him from 
Je ru sa lem and all Ju dea and the  whole re gion of the Jor dan. ⁶ Con fess ing  their 
sins, they were bap tized by him in the Jor dan Riv er.

⁷ But when he saw many of the Phar i sees and Sad du cees com ing to  where 
he was bap tiz ing, he said to them: “You  brood of vi pers! Who  warned you to 
flee from the com ing  wrath? ⁸ Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. ⁹ And 
do not  think you can say to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ I tell 
you that out of  these  stones God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. ¹⁰ The ax 
is al ready at the root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does not pro duce good 
 fruit will be cut down and  thrown into the fire.

¹¹ “I bap tize you with c wa ter for re pen tance. But af ter me  comes one who is 
more pow er ful than I,  whose san dals I am not wor thy to car ry. He will bap tize 
you with c the Holy Spir it and fire. ¹² His win now ing fork is in his hand, and he 
will  clear his thresh ing  floor, gath er ing his  wheat into the barn and burn ing 
up the  chaff with un quench able fire.”

The Baptism of  Jesus
¹³ Then  Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jor dan to be bap tized by John. ¹⁴ But 

John  tried to de ter him, say ing, “I need to be bap tized by you, and do you 
come to me?”

¹⁵  Jesus re plied, “Let it be so now; it is prop er for us to do this to ful fill all 
righ teous ness.” Then John con sent ed.

¹⁶ As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he went up out of the wa ter. At that mo-
ment heav en was  opened, and he saw the Spir it of God de scend ing like a dove 
and alight ing on him. ¹⁷ And a  voice from heav en said, “This is my Son, whom 
I love; with him I am well pleased.”

a 18 Jer. 31:15    b 3 Isaiah 40:3    c 11 Or in    

1488  //  MATTHEW 2:17



MATTHEW 3:13 – 17

MY BELOVED SON

The Father confirmed the identity of the Son at his baptism. Though  Jesus had no 
sin, he willingly submitted to John’s baptism. This action further identified him with those 
he came to save. As the author of Hebrews writes, “Since the children have flesh and blood, 
he too shared in their humanity” (Heb 2:14). His association with frail humans allowed 
him to understand their pain, sympathize with their weakness and enter into their suffering.

It is fitting that God spoke from the heavens upon this significant event.  Jesus knew his 
identity as the preexistent Son of God, who was the central agent of God’s created handi-
work at the dawn of creation (Col 1:15 – 20). Yet, God the Father publicly proclaimed that 
 Jesus was his beloved Son before he fully inaugurated his earthly mission. This statement 
was certainly a source of encouragement to  Jesus, but it was also a public testimony to all 
those who heard that  Jesus was, in fact, God’s Messiah —  the One who was promised so 
long ago (Ge 3:15).

The same motive lies at the heart of the Gospel writers, who sought to demonstrate 
that  Jesus was the Son of God. Matthew, writing to a Jewish audience, established that  Jesus 
was the fulfillment of both the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants (Mt 1:17). Mark used 
 Jesus’ miracles and message to show that he was “the Son of God” (Mk 1:1). Luke com-
piled an orderly account of the life and ministry of  Jesus —  focused on his death, burial and 
resurrection —  in order to prove the validity of the message concerning  Jesus the Christ 
(Lk 1:1 – 4). John focuses on Christ as the logos.  Jesus reveals the Father to God’s people in 
a way that is reminiscent of, but much clearer than, the Word of God that had revealed him 
throughout the Old Testament ( Jn 1:1 – 14). Though the contextual realities differed, each 
Gospel story sought to affirm  Jesus’ identity and convince the original hearers, and all sub-
sequent humanity, “that  Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name” ( Jn 20:31). The Father’s pronouncement at  Jesus’ baptism is affirmed 
whenever a person repents of their sins and trusts in Christ.



MATTHEW 4:1 – 11

THE TEMPTATION  
OF THE SON  

OF GOD
As a human,  Jesus experienced ev-
erything that any other human has 
experienced, including temptation. 
Matthew 4 describes  Jesus’ experi-
ence of being tempted by the devil 
for 40 days and 40 nights.  Jesus 
was tempted by the opportunity to 
use his power to meet his own needs 
rather than relying on God (v. 3), to 
put God to the test in order to win 
a large following (v. 5) and to com-
promise with Satan to win the king-
doms of the world, thereby avoiding 
the cross (v.  9).  Jesus’ experience 
was no less real than any sort of 
temptation that other people experi-
ence. However, the difference is that 
 Jesus did not give in to the temp-
tation he faced (Heb 4:15).  Jesus 
boldly and convincingly refuted with 
Scripture each of the temptations 
he faced.  Jesus defeated Satan by 
using a weapon that every believer 
has at their disposal: “the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
(Eph 6:17).

 Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness

4 Then  Jesus was led by the Spir it into the wil der ness to be tempt ed a by 
the dev il. ² Af ter fast ing for ty days and for ty  nights, he was hun gry. ³ The 

tempt er came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell  these  stones to 
be come bread.”

⁴  Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread  alone, but on 
ev ery word that  comes from the  mouth of God.’ b ”

⁵ Then the dev il took him to the holy city and had him  stand on the high-
est  point of the tem ple. ⁶ “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self 
down. For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
  and they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ c ”

⁷  Jesus an swered him, “It is also writ ten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’ d ”

⁸ Again, the dev il took him to a very high moun tain and  showed him all the 
king doms of the  world and  their splen dor. ⁹ “All this I will give you,” he said, 
“if you will bow down and wor ship me.”

¹⁰  Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Sa tan! For it is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the 
Lord your God, and  serve him only.’ e ”

¹¹ Then the dev il left him, and an gels came and at tend ed him.

 Jesus Begins to Preach
¹² When  Jesus  heard that John had been put in pris on, he with drew to Gal-

i lee. ¹³ Leav ing Naz a reth, he went and  lived in Ca per na um,  which was by the 
lake in the area of Zeb u lun and Naph ta li —   ¹⁴ to ful fill what was said  through 
the proph et Isa iah:

 ¹⁵ “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles —  
 ¹⁶ the people living in darkness
  have seen a great light;
  on those living in the land of the shadow of  

death
  a light has dawned.” f

¹⁷ From that time on  Jesus be gan to  preach, “Re pent, for the king dom of 
heav en has come near.”

 Jesus Calls His First Disciples
¹⁸ As  Jesus was walk ing be side the Sea of Gal i lee, he saw two broth ers, Si-

mon  called Pe ter and his broth er An drew. They were cast ing a net into the 
lake, for they were fish er men. ¹⁹ “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and I will 
send you out to fish for peo ple.” ²⁰ At once they left  their nets and fol lowed 
him.

²¹ Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee 
and his broth er John. They were in a boat with  their fa ther Zeb e dee, pre par ing 
 their nets.  Jesus  called them, ²² and im me di ate ly they left the boat and  their 
fa ther and fol lowed him.

 Jesus Heals the Sick
²³  Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing 

the good news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis ease and sick ness  among 
the peo ple. ²⁴ News  about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple  brought to 
him all who were ill with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the 

a 1 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.    b 4 Deut. 8:3    c 6 Psalm 91:11,12    
d 7 Deut. 6:16    e 10 Deut. 6:13    f 16 Isaiah 9:1,2    
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MATTHEW 5:2

 JESUS AND THE LAW
The Sermon on the Mount includes 
 Jesus’ explanation of how he is the 
fulfillment of the law. This discourse 
was not meant to replace Old Testa-
ment law, but rather it points to the 
ultimate fulfillment of the spiritual 
intention of the law.  Jesus explained 
the true meaning and purpose of the 
Old Testament law. The law was de-
signed not to confine people to their 
own futile efforts but rather to show 
complete dependence on God. 

Here in the book of Matthew,  Jesus 
created a standard that no human 
can fully achieve. He did not preach 
such a high standard of law in or-
der to discourage his followers from 
obeying it, but rather he taught it in 
such a way as to show how neces-
sary is human dependence on the 
Spirit of God.  Jesus expects his 
followers to give their fullest effort 
to obey his commandments, yet he 
knows they will fall short. He gives 
them his Spirit to empower them 
whenever they ask.

de mon-pos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and the par a lyzed; and he  healed 
them. ²⁵ Large  crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the 
re gion  across the Jor dan fol lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he went up on a moun tain side and sat 
down. His dis ci ples came to him, ² and he be gan to  teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

 ³ “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 ⁴ Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 ⁵ Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 ⁶ Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 ⁷ Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 ⁸ Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 ⁹ Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of God.
 ¹⁰ Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

¹¹ “Blessed are you when peo ple in sult you, per se cute you and false ly say all 
 kinds of evil  against you be cause of me. ¹² Re joice and be glad, be cause  great 
is your re ward in heav en, for in the same way they per se cut ed the proph ets 
who were be fore you.

Salt and Light
¹³ “You are the salt of the  earth. But if the salt los es its salt i ness, how can it 

be made  salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, ex cept to be  thrown 
out and tram pled un der foot.

¹⁴ “You are the  light of the  world. A town built on a hill can not be hid den. 
¹⁵ Nei ther do peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. In stead they put it 
on its  stand, and it  gives  light to ev ery one in the  house. ¹⁶ In the same way, let 
your  light  shine be fore oth ers, that they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy 
your Fa ther in heav en.

The Fulfillment of the Law
¹⁷ “Do not  think that I have come to abol ish the Law or the Proph ets; I have 

not come to abol ish them but to ful fill them. ¹⁸ For tru ly I tell you, un til heav-
en and  earth dis ap pear, not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke of a pen, 
will by any  means dis ap pear from the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. 
¹⁹ There fore any one who sets  aside one of the  least of  these com mands and 
teach es oth ers ac cord ing ly will be  called  least in the king dom of heav en, but 
who ev er prac tic es and teach es  these com mands will be  called  great in the 
king dom of heav en. ²⁰ For I tell you that un less your righ teous ness sur pass es 
that of the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law, you will cer tain ly not en ter 
the king dom of heav en.

Murder
²¹ “You have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not 

mur der, b and any one who mur ders will be sub ject to judg ment.’ ²² But I tell 

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 21 Exodus 20:13    
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you that any one who is an gry with a broth er or sis ter a , b will be sub ject to 
 judg ment.  Again, any one who says to a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ c is an swer-
able to the court. And any one who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in dan ger of the 
fire of hell.

²³ “There fore, if you are of fer ing your gift at the al tar and  there re mem ber 
that your broth er or sis ter has some thing  against you, ²⁴ leave your gift  there 
in  front of the al tar.  First go and be rec on ciled to them; then come and of fer 
your gift.

²⁵ “Set tle mat ters quick ly with your ad ver sary who is tak ing you to  court. Do 
it  while you are  still to geth er on the way, or your ad ver sary may hand you over 
to the  judge, and the  judge may hand you over to the of fi cer, and you may be 
 thrown into pris on. ²⁶ Tru ly I tell you, you will not get out un til you have paid 
the last pen ny.

Adultery
²⁷ “You have  heard that it was said, ‘You  shall not com mit adul tery.’ d ²⁸ But 

I tell you that any one who  looks at a wom an lust ful ly has al ready com mit ted 
adul tery with her in his  heart. ²⁹ If your  right eye caus es you to stum ble,  gouge 
it out and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part of your body than 
for your  whole body to be  thrown into hell. ³⁰ And if your  right hand caus es 
you to stum ble, cut it off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part 
of your body than for your  whole body to go into hell.

Divorce
³¹ “It has been said, ‘Any one who di vorc es his wife must give her a cer tif i-

cate of di vorce.’ e ³² But I tell you that any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for 
sex u al im mo ral i ty, makes her the vic tim of adul tery, and any one who mar ries 
a di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

Oaths
³³ “Again, you have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not 

 break your oath, but ful fill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ ³⁴ But I tell 
you, do not  swear an oath at all: ei ther by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; ³⁵ or by 
the  earth, for it is his foot stool; or by Je ru sa lem, for it is the city of the  Great 
King. ³⁶ And do not  swear by your head, for you can not make even one hair 
 white or  black. ³⁷ All you need to say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any thing be yond 
this  comes from the evil one. f

Eye for Eye
³⁸ “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’ g ³⁹ But 

I tell you, do not re sist an evil per son. If any one  slaps you on the  right  cheek, 
turn to them the oth er  cheek also. ⁴⁰ And if any one  wants to sue you and take 
your  shirt, hand over your coat as well. ⁴¹ If any one forc es you to go one mile, 
go with them two  miles. ⁴² Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away 
from the one who  wants to bor row from you.

Love for Enemies
⁴³ “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh bor h and hate your 

en e my.’ ⁴⁴ But I tell you, love your en e mies and pray for  those who per se cute 
you, ⁴⁵ that you may be chil dren of your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es his sun 
to rise on the evil and the good, and  sends rain on the righ teous and the un-
righ teous. ⁴⁶ If you love  those who love you, what re ward will you get? Are not 
even the tax col lec tors do ing that? ⁴⁷ And if you  greet only your own peo ple, 

a 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, 
whether man or woman; also in verse 23.    b 22 Some manuscripts brother or sister 
without cause    c 22 An Aramaic term of contempt    d 27 Exodus 20:14    
e 31 Deut. 24:1    f 37 Or from evil    g 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    
h 43 Lev. 19:18    
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what are you do ing more than oth ers? Do not even pa gans do that? ⁴⁸ Be per-
fect, there fore, as your heav en ly Fa ther is per fect.

Giving to the Needy

6 “Be care ful not to prac tice your righ teous ness in  front of oth ers to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no re ward from your Fa ther in 

heav en.
² “So when you give to the  needy, do not an nounce it with trum pets, as the 

hyp o crites do in the syn a gogues and on the  streets, to be hon ored by oth ers. 
Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. ³ But when you give to 
the  needy, do not let your left hand know what your  right hand is do ing, ⁴ so 
that your giv ing may be in se cret. Then your Fa ther, who sees what is done in 
se cret, will re ward you.

Prayer
⁵ “And when you pray, do not be like the hyp o crites, for they love to pray 

stand ing in the syn a gogues and on the  street cor ners to be seen by oth ers. 
Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. ⁶ But when you pray, go 
into your room,  close the door and pray to your Fa ther, who is un seen. Then 
your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, will re ward you. ⁷ And when you 
pray, do not keep on bab bling like pa gans, for they  think they will be  heard 
be cause of  their many  words. ⁸ Do not be like them, for your Fa ther  knows 
what you need be fore you ask him.

⁹ “This, then, is how you  should pray:

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
 ¹⁰ your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 ¹¹ Give us today our daily bread.
 ¹² And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 ¹³ And lead us not into temptation, a

  but deliver us from the evil one. b ’

¹⁴ For if you for give oth er peo ple when they sin  against you, your heav en ly 
Fa ther will also for give you. ¹⁵ But if you do not for give oth ers  their sins, your 
Fa ther will not for give your sins.

Fasting
¹⁶ “When you fast, do not look som ber as the hyp o crites do, for they dis-

fig ure  their fac es to show oth ers they are fast ing. Tru ly I tell you, they have 
re ceived  their re ward in full. ¹⁷ But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, ¹⁸ so that it will not be ob vi ous to oth ers that you are fast ing, 
but only to your Fa ther, who is un seen; and your Fa ther, who sees what is done 
in se cret, will re ward you.

Treasures in Heaven
¹⁹ “Do not  store up for your selves trea sures on  earth,  where moths and ver-

min de stroy, and  where  thieves  break in and  steal. ²⁰ But  store up for your-
selves trea sures in heav en,  where moths and ver min do not de stroy, and 
 where  thieves do not  break in and  steal. ²¹ For  where your trea sure is,  there 
your  heart will be also.

²² “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are  healthy, c your  whole 
body will be full of  light. ²³ But if your eyes are un healthy, d your  whole body 

a 13 The Greek for temptation can also mean testing.    b 13 Or from evil ; some late 
manuscripts one, / for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
c 22 The Greek for healthy here implies generous.    d 23 The Greek for unhealthy here 
implies stingy.    
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MATTHEW 7:13 – 14

THE WIDE AND  
THE NARROW GATES

 Jesus explained that the roads to life 
and destruction are roads guarded 
by narrow and wide gates, respec-
tively. In doing so, he taught that 
many people walk down the road 
that leads to destruction, while 
few people choose to walk down 
the road that leads to life. The road 
that leads to destruction is easy to 
find (Pr 14:12). Anyone who chases 
after the cares of the world without 
the mind of the Spirit (Php 2:1 – 11) 
walks along the broad road that 
leads to destruction, and they do so 
with many other people. In contrast, 
the narrow road is smaller, and 
fewer people travel upon it. In John 
14:6,  Jesus said, “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.” 
 Jesus is the narrow gate, and by fol-
lowing him and living in his power, 
believers are able to walk upon the 
path of life.

will be full of dark ness. If then the  light with in you is dark ness, how  great is 
that dark ness!

²⁴ “No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther you will hate the one and love the 
oth er, or you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise the oth er. You can not 
 serve both God and mon ey.

Do Not Worry
²⁵ “There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about your life, what you will eat or 

 drink; or  about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than  clothes? ²⁶ Look at the  birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or  store away in  barns, and yet your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds them. Are you 
not much more valu able than they? ²⁷ Can any one of you by wor ry ing add a 
sin gle hour to your life a ?

²⁸ “And why do you wor ry  about  clothes? See how the flow ers of the  field 
grow. They do not la bor or spin. ²⁹ Yet I tell you that not even Sol o mon in all 
his splen dor was  dressed like one of  these. ³⁰ If that is how God  clothes the 
 grass of the  field,  which is here to day and to mor row is  thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more  clothe you —  you of lit tle  faith? ³¹ So do not wor ry, 
say ing, ‘What  shall we eat?’ or ‘What  shall we  drink?’ or ‘What  shall we wear?’ 
³² For the pa gans run af ter all  these  things, and your heav en ly Fa ther  knows 
that you need them. ³³ But seek  first his king dom and his righ teous ness, and 
all  these  things will be giv en to you as well. ³⁴ There fore do not wor ry  about 
to mor row, for to mor row will wor ry  about it self. Each day has  enough trou ble 
of its own.

Judging Others

7 “Do not  judge, or you too will be  judged. ² For in the same way you  judge 
oth ers, you will be  judged, and with the mea sure you use, it will be mea-

sured to you.
³ “Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay no 

at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? ⁴ How can you say to your broth er, ‘Let 
me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when all the time  there is a  plank in your 
own eye? ⁵ You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clear ly to re move the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

⁶ “Do not give dogs what is sa cred; do not  throw your  pearls to pigs. If you 
do, they may tram ple them un der  their feet, and turn and tear you to piec es.

Ask, Seek, Knock
⁷ “Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you will find;  knock and the door 

will be  opened to you. ⁸ For ev ery one who asks re ceives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who  knocks, the door will be opened.

⁹ “Which of you, if your son asks for  bread, will give him a  stone? ¹⁰ Or if 
he asks for a fish, will give him a  snake? ¹¹ If you, then,  though you are evil, 
know how to give good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more will your Fa-
ther in heav en give good  gifts to  those who ask him! ¹² So in ev ery thing, do 
to oth ers what you  would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and 
the Proph ets.

The Narrow and Wide Gates
¹³ “En ter  through the nar row gate. For wide is the gate and  broad is the road 

that  leads to de struc tion, and many en ter  through it. ¹⁴ But  small is the gate 
and nar row the road that  leads to life, and only a few find it.

True and False Prophets
¹⁵ “Watch out for  false proph ets. They come to you in  sheep’s cloth ing, but 

in ward ly they are fe ro cious  wolves. ¹⁶ By  their  fruit you will rec og nize them. 
Do peo ple pick  grapes from thorn bush es, or figs from this tles? ¹⁷ Like wise, 
ev ery good tree  bears good  fruit, but a bad tree  bears bad  fruit. ¹⁸ A good tree 

a 27 Or single cubit to your height    
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can not bear bad  fruit, and a bad tree can not bear good  fruit. ¹⁹ Ev ery tree that 
does not bear good  fruit is cut down and  thrown into the fire. ²⁰ Thus, by  their 
 fruit you will rec og nize them.

True and False Disciples
²¹ “Not ev ery one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of 

heav en, but only the one who does the will of my Fa ther who is in heav en. 
²² Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph e sy in your 
name and in your name  drive out de mons and in your name per form many 
mir a cles?’ ²³ Then I will tell them plain ly, ‘I nev er knew you. Away from me, 
you evil do ers!’

The Wise and Foolish Builders
²⁴ “There fore ev ery one who  hears  these  words of mine and puts them into 

prac tice is like a wise man who  built his  house on the rock. ²⁵ The rain came 
down, the  streams rose, and the  winds blew and beat  against that  house; 
yet it did not fall, be cause it had its foun da tion on the rock. ²⁶ But ev ery one 
who  hears  these  words of mine and does not put them into prac tice is like a 
fool ish man who  built his  house on sand. ²⁷ The rain came down, the  streams 
rose, and the  winds blew and beat  against that  house, and it fell with a  great 
crash.”

²⁸ When  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, the  crowds were  amazed at 
his teach ing, ²⁹ be cause he  taught as one who had au thor i ty, and not as  their 
teach ers of the law.

 Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

8 When  Jesus came down from the moun tain side,  large  crowds fol lowed 
him. ² A man with lep ro sy a came and  knelt be fore him and said, “Lord, if 

you are will ing, you can make me clean.”
³  Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he said. 

“Be  clean!” Im me di ate ly he was  cleansed of his lep ro sy. ⁴ Then  Jesus said to 
him, “See that you  don’t tell any one. But go, show your self to the  priest and 
of fer the gift Mo ses com mand ed, as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

The Faith of the Centurion
⁵ When  Jesus had en tered Ca per na um, a cen tu ri on came to him, ask ing for 

help. ⁶ “Lord,” he said, “my ser vant lies at home par a lyzed, suf fer ing ter ri bly.”
⁷  Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
⁸ The cen tu ri on re plied, “Lord, I do not de serve to have you come un der 

my roof. But just say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. ⁹ For I my self 
am a man un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.”

¹⁰ When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed and said to  those fol low ing him, 
“Tru ly I tell you, I have not  found any one in Is ra el with such  great  faith. ¹¹ I 
say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take  their 
plac es at the  feast with Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob in the king dom of heav en. 
¹² But the sub jects of the king dom will be  thrown out side, into the dark ness, 
 where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.”

¹³ Then  Jesus said to the cen tu ri on, “Go! Let it be done just as you be lieved 
it  would.” And his ser vant was  healed at that mo ment.

 Jesus Heals Many
¹⁴ When  Jesus came into Pe ter’s  house, he saw Pe ter’s moth er-in-law ly ing 

in bed with a fe ver. ¹⁵ He  touched her hand and the fe ver left her, and she got 
up and be gan to wait on him.

a 2 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases 
affecting the skin.    
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MATTHEW 8:1 – 17

 JESUS’ POWER OVER DISEASE

Matthew 8 begins with three stories of  Jesus’ healing miracles. Throughout the Gospels, 
 Jesus healed many people; in doing so, he fulfilled the Old Testament prophecy of Isaiah 
53:4: “He took up our pain and bore our suffering.” Not only did  Jesus heal physical infirmi-
ties while he was on earth, but he also healed all infirmities, physical and spiritual, through 
his death on the cross. The stories of  Jesus’ healing miracles are precursors to his ultimate 
healing miracle on the cross.

The key phrase worth noting in the story of the man with leprosy is “Lord, if you are 
willing” (Mt 8:2). As a leper, this man was a social outcast because leprosy was thought to 
be highly contagious. This man was incredibly bold even to approach  Jesus in light of his 
disease, yet he did so confidently. He knew that having faith was no guarantee that  Jesus 
would heal him, but he knew  Jesus could heal him (Da 3:17 – 18).

The next story shows, for the first time in the Gospels,  Jesus interacting with someone 
who was not Jewish. As a Gentile, the centurion had little reason to interact with, let alone 
believe in,  Jesus. However, he showed faith similar to that of the leper in asking  Jesus to 
heal his servant. The centurion, a man in charge of roughly 80 to 100 soldiers, rebuffed 
 Jesus’ offer to come into his home. He knew that if  Jesus would only say the word, his ser-
vant would be healed, which even further showed his confidence in  Jesus’ power.  Jesus was 
astonished at the faith of the centurion: “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith” (Mt 8:10).

These two stories are remarkable in Scripture specifically because they tell stories of 
two individuals’ great faith despite the supposed odds against  Jesus acting on their behalf. 
The social outcast and the Gentile showed more faith in  Jesus than he had seen before, and 
they reaped the rewards of their faith and trust.



¹⁶ When eve ning came, many who were de mon-pos sessed were  brought to 
him, and he  drove out the spir its with a word and  healed all the sick. ¹⁷ This 
was to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “He took up our infirmities
  and bore our diseases.” a

The Cost of Following  Jesus
¹⁸ When  Jesus saw the  crowd  around him, he gave or ders to  cross to the oth-

er side of the lake. ¹⁹ Then a teach er of the law came to him and said, “Teach er, 
I will fol low you wher ev er you go.”

²⁰  Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the Son of Man 
has no  place to lay his head.”

²¹ An oth er dis ci ple said to him, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
²² But  Jesus told him, “Fol low me, and let the dead bury  their own dead.”

 Jesus Calms the Storm
²³ Then he got into the boat and his dis ci ples fol lowed him. ²⁴ Sud den ly a 

fu ri ous  storm came up on the lake, so that the  waves  swept over the boat. But 
 Jesus was sleep ing. ²⁵ The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Lord, save us! 
 We’re go ing to drown!”

²⁶ He re plied, “You of lit tle  faith, why are you so  afraid?” Then he got up and 
re buked the  winds and the  waves, and it was com plete ly calm.

²⁷ The men were  amazed and  asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the 
 winds and the  waves obey him!”

 Jesus Restores Two Demon-Possessed Men
²⁸ When he ar rived at the oth er side in the re gion of the Gad a renes, b two 

de mon-pos sessed men com ing from the  tombs met him. They were so vi o lent 
that no one  could pass that way. ²⁹ “What do you want with us, Son of God?” 
they shout ed. “Have you come here to tor ture us be fore the ap point ed time?”

³⁰ Some dis tance from them a  large herd of pigs was feed ing. ³¹ The de mons 
 begged  Jesus, “If you  drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

³² He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the 
 whole herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the lake and died in the wa ter. 
³³ Those tend ing the pigs ran off, went into the town and re port ed all this, in-
clud ing what had hap pened to the de mon-pos sessed men. ³⁴ Then the  whole 
town went out to meet  Jesus. And when they saw him, they plead ed with him 
to  leave  their re gion.

 Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man

9  Jesus  stepped into a boat,  crossed over and came to his own town. ² Some 
men  brought to him a par a lyzed man, ly ing on a mat. When  Jesus saw 

 their  faith, he said to the man, “Take  heart, son; your sins are for giv en.”
³ At this, some of the teach ers of the law said to them selves, “This fel low is 

blas phem ing!”
⁴ Know ing  their  thoughts,  Jesus said, “Why do you en ter tain evil  thoughts 

in your  hearts? ⁵ Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get 
up and walk’? ⁶ But I want you to know that the Son of Man has au thor i ty on 
 earth to for give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “Get up, take your mat 
and go home.” ⁷ Then the man got up and went home. ⁸ When the  crowd saw 
this, they were  filled with awe; and they  praised God, who had giv en such 
au thor i ty to man.

The Calling of Matthew
⁹ As  Jesus went on from  there, he saw a man  named Mat thew sit ting at 

the tax col lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” he told him, and Mat thew got up and 
fol lowed him.

a 17 Isaiah 53:4 (see Septuagint)    b 28 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; other manuscripts 
Gerasenes    
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MATTHEW 9:1 – 8

THE SON OF MAN HAS AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE SINS

This story has been a favorite of children and adults over the centuries. The image of 
these concerned and loving friends breaking through every obstacle to get their friend to 
the Lord is endearing —  a very physical, material story of faith and persistence. Yet in the 
midst of this story,  Jesus redirects those who read this story as he redirected the men who 
believed that their friend would be healed. What must they have been thinking as they heard 
this great healer, who had performed many healing and other miracles in the region, declare 
that their friend’s sins were forgiven?

Imagine their puzzlement. This is not what they were expecting. Yet  Jesus decided 
to use this very public forum to demonstrate his power to forgive sins as well as his power 
to heal this man’s body.

 Jesus had performed other miracles before this one, yet this is the first instance in 
which he claimed to forgive someone’s sins.  Jesus wanted to prove that his ministry did not 
only involve healing people of their illnesses; his ministry was so much more than that, and 
in this instance he gave further notice of what he truly came to earth to accomplish. How 
easy would it have been to merely say that the man who was paralyzed was forgiven of his 
sins, yet  Jesus showed that he was able to back up everything he claimed: that not only 
could he provide physical healing, but that he could provide spiritual healing as well. His 
words and this miracle point to the ultimate purpose of  Jesus’ ministry on earth: “But he 
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Isa 53:5). Through  Jesus’ 
ministry in his life, death and resurrection, we are completely, and gloriously, healed.



¹⁰ While  Jesus was hav ing din ner at Mat thew’s  house, many tax col lec tors 
and sin ners came and ate with him and his dis ci ples. ¹¹ When the Phar i sees 
saw this, they  asked his dis ci ples, “Why does your teach er eat with tax col lec-
tors and sin ners?”

¹² On hear ing this,  Jesus said, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but 
the sick. ¹³ But go and  learn what this  means: ‘I de sire mer cy, not sac ri fice.’ a 
For I have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners.”

 Jesus Questioned About Fasting
¹⁴ Then  John’s dis ci ples came and  asked him, “How is it that we and the 

Phar i sees fast of ten, but your dis ci ples do not fast?”
¹⁵  Jesus an swered, “How can the  guests of the bride groom  mourn  while he 

is with them? The time will come when the bride groom will be tak en from 
them; then they will fast.

¹⁶ “No one sews a  patch of un shrunk  cloth on an old gar ment, for the  patch 
will pull away from the gar ment, mak ing the tear  worse. ¹⁷ Nei ther do peo ple 
pour new wine into old wine skins. If they do, the  skins will  burst; the wine 
will run out and the wine skins will be ru ined. No, they pour new wine into 
new wine skins, and both are pre served.”

 Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
¹⁸ While he was say ing this, a syn a gogue lead er came and  knelt be fore him 

and said, “My daugh ter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, 
and she will live.” ¹⁹  Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his dis ci ples.

²⁰ Just then a wom an who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years 
came up be hind him and  touched the edge of his  cloak. ²¹ She said to her self, 
“If I only  touch his  cloak, I will be healed.”

²²  Jesus  turned and saw her. “Take  heart, daugh ter,” he said, “your  faith has 
 healed you.” And the wom an was  healed at that mo ment.

²³ When  Jesus en tered the syn a gogue lead er’s  house and saw the  noisy 
 crowd and peo ple play ing  pipes, ²⁴ he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but 
 asleep.” But they  laughed at him. ²⁵ Af ter the  crowd had been put out side, he 
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. ²⁶ News of this  spread 
 through all that re gion.

 Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute
²⁷ As  Jesus went on from  there, two  blind men fol lowed him, call ing out, 

“Have mer cy on us, Son of Da vid!”
²⁸ When he had gone in doors, the  blind men came to him, and he  asked 

them, “Do you be lieve that I am able to do this?”
“Yes, Lord,” they re plied.
²⁹ Then he  touched  their eyes and said, “Ac cord ing to your  faith let it be 

done to you”; ³⁰ and  their  sight was re stored.  Jesus  warned them stern ly, “See 
that no one  knows  about this.” ³¹ But they went out and  spread the news  about 
him all over that re gion.

³² While they were go ing out, a man who was de mon-pos sessed and  could 
not talk was  brought to  Jesus. ³³ And when the de mon was driv en out, the man 
who had been mute  spoke. The  crowd was  amazed and said, “Noth ing like this 
has ever been seen in Is ra el.”

³⁴ But the Phar i sees said, “It is by the  prince of de mons that he  drives out 
de mons.”

The Workers Are Few
³⁵  Jesus went  through all the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing in  their syn a-

gogues, pro claim ing the good news of the king dom and heal ing ev ery dis-
ease and sick ness. ³⁶ When he saw the  crowds, he had com pas sion on them, 
be cause they were ha rassed and help less, like  sheep with out a shep herd. 
³⁷ Then he said to his dis ci ples, “The har vest is plen ti ful but the work ers are 

a 13 Hosea 6:6    
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few. ³⁸ Ask the Lord of the har vest, there fore, to send out work ers into his 
har vest field.”

 Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

10  Jesus  called his  twelve dis ci ples to him and gave them au thor i ty to 
 drive out im pure spir its and to heal ev ery dis ease and sick ness.

² These are the  names of the  twelve apos tles:  first, Si mon (who is  called 
Pe ter) and his broth er An drew;  James son of Zeb e dee, and his broth er John; 
³ Phil ip and Bar thol o mew; Thom as and Mat thew the tax col lec tor;  James son 
of Al phae us, and Thad dae us; ⁴ Si mon the Zeal ot and Ju das Is car i ot, who be-
trayed him.

⁵ These  twelve  Jesus sent out with the fol low ing in struc tions: “Do not go 
 among the Gen tiles or en ter any town of the Sa mar i tans. ⁶ Go rath er to the lost 
 sheep of Is ra el. ⁷ As you go, pro claim this mes sage: ‘The king dom of heav en 
has come near.’ ⁸ Heal the sick,  raise the dead,  cleanse  those who have lep ro sy, a 
 drive out de mons. Free ly you have re ceived; free ly give.

⁹ “Do not get any gold or sil ver or cop per to take with you in your  belts —   
¹⁰ no bag for the jour ney or ex tra  shirt or san dals or a  staff, for the work er is 
 worth his keep. ¹¹ What ev er town or vil lage you en ter,  search there for some 
wor thy per son and stay at their  house un til you  leave. ¹² As you en ter the 
home, give it your greet ing. ¹³ If the home is de serv ing, let your  peace rest on 
it; if it is not, let your  peace re turn to you. ¹⁴ If any one will not wel come you 
or lis ten to your  words,  leave that home or town and  shake the dust off your 
feet. ¹⁵ Tru ly I tell you, it will be more bear able for Sod om and Go mor rah on 
the day of judg ment than for that town.

¹⁶ “I am send ing you out like  sheep  among  wolves. There fore be as  shrewd 
as  snakes and as in no cent as doves. ¹⁷ Be on your  guard; you will be hand ed 
over to the lo cal coun cils and be  flogged in the syn a gogues. ¹⁸ On my ac count 
you will be  brought be fore gov er nors and  kings as wit ness es to them and to 
the Gen tiles. ¹⁹ But when they ar rest you, do not wor ry  about what to say or 
how to say it. At that time you will be giv en what to say, ²⁰ for it will not be you 
speak ing, but the Spir it of your Fa ther speak ing  through you.

²¹ “Broth er will be tray broth er to  death, and a fa ther his  child; chil dren will 
re bel  against  their par ents and have them put to  death. ²² You will be  hated by 
ev ery one be cause of me, but the one who  stands firm to the end will be  saved. 
²³ When you are per se cut ed in one  place, flee to an oth er. Tru ly I tell you, you 
will not fin ish go ing  through the  towns of Is ra el be fore the Son of Man comes.

²⁴ “The stu dent is not  above  the teach er, nor a ser vant  above his mas ter. ²⁵ It 
is  enough for stu dents to be like  their teach ers, and ser vants like  their mas-
ters. If the head of the  house has been  called Be el ze bul, how much more the 
mem bers of his house hold!

²⁶ “So do not be  afraid of them, for there is noth ing con cealed that will 
not be dis closed, or hid den that will not be made  known. ²⁷ What I tell you 
in the dark,  speak in the day light; what is whis pered in your ear, pro claim 
from the  roofs. ²⁸ Do not be  afraid of  those who kill the body but can not kill 
the soul. Rath er, be  afraid of the One who can de stroy both soul and body 
in hell. ²⁹ Are not two spar rows sold for a pen ny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the  ground out side your Fa ther’s care. b ³⁰ And even the very  hairs of 
your head are all num bered. ³¹ So  don’t be  afraid; you are  worth more than 
many spar rows.

³² “Who ev er ac knowl edg es me be fore others, I will also ac knowl edge be fore 
my Fa ther in heav en. ³³ But who ev er dis owns me be fore others, I will dis own 
be fore my Fa ther in heav en.

³⁴ “Do not sup pose that I have come to  bring  peace to the  earth. I did not 
come to  bring  peace, but a  sword. ³⁵ For I have come to turn

  “ ‘a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,

a 8 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases 
affecting the skin.    b 29 Or will; or knowledge    
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MATTHEW 10:1 – 42

 JESUS SENDS OUT THE TWELVE

Matthew 10 is the first place where  Jesus referred to the twelve disciples as “apostles.” 
The word “apostle” is a derivative of the Greek word apostello, which means “to send.” Here 
 Jesus gave the apostles the authority to drive out evil spirits and heal the sick, which up until 
this point only  Jesus had been able to do. He then sent them to go into other towns and 
preach the message that “the kingdom of heaven has come near” (v. 7).

It is one thing that  Jesus was able to heal and cast out demons himself, but the fact 
that he was able to give the same authority to his disciples only further shows the strength 
of his divine nature and power. To represent the fact that these apostles did not act in their 
own strength, but fully relied on God’s provision,  Jesus told them not to take provisions for 
themselves (vv. 9 – 10).  Jesus instructed them to rely solely on God. His power was enough 
to sustain their entire journey.

 Jesus also warned them that they would face opposition. Verses 16 through 23 of this 
chapter have been both a warning and a comfort to believers in  Jesus around the world for 
centuries. As the apostles found out, some will not accept the message that believers in  Jesus 
have to bring to a broken and fallen world. Millions have faced the opposition that  Jesus was 
describing in these verses and have faithfully withstood persecution of many types, even to 
the point of death, relying on the Holy Spirit to give them the words to say in the face of 
persecution.  Jesus told the apostles not to worry when they were arrested, and notice he said 
“when” and not “if ” (v. 19). Later each of the disciples, with the exception of Judas, experi-
enced the opposition that  Jesus described. They were called to a gritty, physical, desperate, 
minute-by-minute faith and reliance on the person and work of  Jesus to be manifested in 
their lives.

The authority that  Jesus gave to each disciple was enough to get them through any hard-
ship that they might have faced upon their journey, and the same is true for believers today.



  a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law —  
 ³⁶ a man’s enemies will be the members of his own  

household.’ a

³⁷ “Any one who  loves  their fa ther or moth er more than me is not wor thy 
of me; any one who  loves their son or daugh ter more than me is not wor thy 
of me. ³⁸ Who ev er does not take up  their  cross and fol low me is not wor thy of 
me. ³⁹ Who ev er  finds  their life will lose it, and who ev er los es  their life for my 
sake will find it.

⁴⁰ “Any one who wel comes you wel comes me, and any one who wel comes me 
wel comes the one who sent me. ⁴¹ Who ev er wel comes a proph et as a proph et 
will re ceive a proph et’s re ward, and who ev er wel comes a righ teous per son as 
a righ teous per son will re ceive a righ teous per son’s re ward. ⁴² And if any one 
 gives even a cup of cold wa ter to one of  these lit tle ones who is my dis ci ple, 
tru ly I tell you, that per son will cer tain ly not lose their re ward.”

 Jesus and John the Baptist

11 Af ter  Jesus had fin ished in struct ing his  twelve dis ci ples, he went on from 
 there to  teach and  preach in the  towns of Gal i lee. b

² When John, who was in pris on, heard about the deeds of the Mes si ah, he 
sent his dis ci ples ³ to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we 
ex pect some one else?”

⁴  Jesus re plied, “Go back and re port to John what you hear and see: ⁵ The 
 blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy c are  cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 
⁶ Blessed is any one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

⁷ As  John’s dis ci ples were leav ing,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by the 
wind? ⁸ If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? No, 
 those who wear fine  clothes are in  kings’ pal ac es. ⁹ Then what did you go out 
to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph et. ¹⁰ This is the one 
 about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’ d

¹¹ Tru ly I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there has not ris en any one 
great er than John the Bap tist; yet who ev er is  least in the king dom of heav en 
is great er than he. ¹² From the days of John the Bap tist un til now, the king-
dom of heav en has been sub ject ed to vi o lence, e and vi o lent peo ple have been 
raid ing it. ¹³ For all the Proph ets and the Law proph e sied un til John. ¹⁴ And if 
you are will ing to ac cept it, he is the Eli jah who was to come. ¹⁵ Who ev er has 
ears, let them hear.

¹⁶ “To what can I com pare this gen er a tion? They are like chil dren sit ting in 
the mar ket plac es and call ing out to oth ers:

 ¹⁷ “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not mourn.’

¹⁸ For John came nei ther eat ing nor drink ing, and they say, ‘He has a de mon.’ 
¹⁹ The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and they say, ‘Here is a glut ton 
and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ But wis dom is  proved 
 right by her deeds.”

Woe on Unrepentant Towns
²⁰ Then  Jesus be gan to de nounce the  towns in  which most of his mir a cles 

had been per formed, be cause they did not re pent. ²¹ “Woe to you, Cho ra zin! 

a 36 Micah 7:6    b 1 Greek in their towns    c 5 The Greek word traditionally translated 
leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.    d 10 Mal. 3:1    e 12 Or been 
forcefully advancing    

MATTHEW 11:2 – 3

THE CHRIST
Today, the title “Christ” naturally 
follows the name of  Jesus. However, 
during the time that the Gospels 
were written, people sparingly and 
carefully used the word “Christ,” 
the Greek form of the Hebrew word 
“Messiah,” which literally means 
“Anointed One.” In the Old Testa-
ment, the three types of people 
who were anointed were prophets 
(1Ki 19:16), priests (Ex 28:41) and 
kings (1Sa 16:13). In the New Tes-
tament,  Jesus is God’s preeminent 
Anointed One who was anointed 
by God to be the ultimate prophet, 
priest and king (Mt 27:11; Heb 6:20; 
cf. Isa 61:1). The Pharisees and re-
ligious leaders during that time 
viewed such a claim as blasphe-
mous and punishable by death. 
However, the word “Christ” is used 
to refer to  Jesus 470 times through-
out the New Testament. When the 
word “Christ” was used anywhere in 
the New Testament, the author was 
very aware of the implications of his 
use of that word —  what it meant 
for him as an author, and what it 
said about his Savior.
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Woe to you, Beth sa i da! For if the mir a cles that were per formed in you had 
been per formed in Tyre and Si don, they  would have re pent ed long ago in 
sack cloth and ash es. ²² But I tell you, it will be more bear able for Tyre and 
Si don on the day of judg ment than for you. ²³ And you, Ca per na um, will you 
be lift ed to the  heavens? No, you will go down to  Hades. a For if the mir a cles 
that were per formed in you had been per formed in Sod om, it  would have re-
mained to this day. ²⁴ But I tell you that it will be more bear able for Sod om on 
the day of judg ment than for you.”

The Father Revealed in the Son
²⁵ At that time  Jesus said, “I  praise you, Fa ther, Lord of heav en and  earth, 

be cause you have hid den  these  things from the wise and  learned, and re-
vealed them to lit tle chil dren. ²⁶ Yes, Fa ther, for this is what you were  pleased 
to do.

²⁷ “All  things have been com mit ted to me by my Fa ther. No one  knows the 
Son ex cept the Fa ther, and no one  knows the Fa ther ex cept the Son and  those 
to whom the Son choos es to re veal him.

²⁸ “Come to me, all you who are wea ry and bur dened, and I will give you 
rest. ²⁹ Take my yoke upon you and  learn from me, for I am gen tle and hum-
ble in  heart, and you will find rest for your  souls. ³⁰ For my yoke is easy and 
my bur den is light.”

 Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

12 At that time  Jesus went  through the grain fields on the Sab bath. His dis-
ci ples were hun gry and be gan to pick some  heads of  grain and eat them. 

² When the Phar i sees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your dis ci ples are do-
ing what is un law ful on the Sab bath.”

³ He an swered, “Haven’t you read what Da vid did when he and his com pan-
ions were hun gry? ⁴ He en tered the  house of God, and he and his com pan ions 
ate the con se crat ed  bread —   which was not law ful for them to do, but only for 
the  priests. ⁵ Or  haven’t you read in the Law that the  priests on Sab bath duty 
in the tem ple des e crate the Sab bath and yet are in no cent? ⁶ I tell you that 
some thing great er than the tem ple is here. ⁷ If you had  known what  these 
 words mean, ‘I de sire mer cy, not sac ri fice,’ b you  would not have con demned 
the in no cent. ⁸ For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”

⁹ Go ing on from that  place, he went into  their syn a gogue, ¹⁰ and a man with 
a shriv eled hand was  there. Look ing for a rea son to bring charges  against 
 Jesus, they  asked him, “Is it law ful to heal on the Sab bath?”

¹¹ He said to them, “If any of you has a  sheep and it  falls into a pit on the 
Sab bath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? ¹² How much more valu able 
is a per son than a  sheep! There fore it is law ful to do good on the Sab bath.”

¹³ Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he  stretched it out 
and it was com plete ly re stored, just as  sound as the oth er. ¹⁴ But the Phar i sees 
went out and plot ted how they  might kill  Jesus.

God’s Chosen Servant
¹⁵ Aware of this,  Jesus with drew from that  place. A  large  crowd fol lowed 

him, and he  healed all who were ill. ¹⁶ He  warned them not to tell oth ers  about 
him. ¹⁷ This was to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et Isa iah:

 ¹⁸ “Here is my servant whom I have chosen,
  the one I love, in whom I delight;
  I will put my Spirit on him,
  and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
 ¹⁹ He will not quarrel or cry out;
  no one will hear his voice in the streets.
 ²⁰ A bruised reed he will not break,
  and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,

a 23 That is, the realm of the dead    b 7 Hosea 6:6    
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  till he has brought justice through to victory.
 ²¹ In his name the nations will put their hope.” a

 Jesus and Beelzebul
²² Then they  brought him a de mon-pos sessed man who was  blind and 

mute, and  Jesus  healed him, so that he  could both talk and see. ²³ All the peo-
ple were as ton ished and said, “Could this be the Son of Da vid?”

²⁴ But when the Phar i sees  heard this, they said, “It is only by Be el ze bul, the 
 prince of de mons, that this fel low  drives out de mons.”

²⁵  Jesus knew  their  thoughts and said to them, “Ev ery king dom di vid ed 
 against it self will be ru ined, and ev ery city or house hold di vid ed  against it-
self will not  stand. ²⁶ If Sa tan  drives out Sa tan, he is di vid ed  against him self. 
How then can his king dom  stand? ²⁷ And if I  drive out de mons by Be el ze bul, 
by whom do your peo ple  drive them out? So then, they will be your judg es. 
²⁸ But if it is by the Spir it of God that I  drive out de mons, then the king dom of 
God has come upon you.

²⁹ “Or  again, how can any one en ter a  strong  man’s  house and car ry off his 
pos ses sions un less he  first ties up the  strong man? Then he can plun der his 
 house.

³⁰ “Who ev er is not with me is  against me, and who ev er does not gath er with 
me scat ters. ³¹ And so I tell you, ev ery kind of sin and slander can be for giv en, 
but blas phe my  against the Spir it will not be for giv en. ³² Any one who  speaks a 
word  against the Son of Man will be for giv en, but any one who  speaks  against 
the Holy Spir it will not be for giv en, ei ther in this age or in the age to come.

³³ “Make a tree good and its  fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its 
 fruit will be bad, for a tree is rec og nized by its  fruit. ³⁴ You  brood of vi pers, how 
can you who are evil say any thing good? For the  mouth  speaks what the heart 
is full of. ³⁵ A good man  brings good  things out of the good  stored up in him, 
and an evil man  brings evil  things out of the evil  stored up in him. ³⁶ But I tell 
you that every one will have to give ac count on the day of judg ment for ev ery 
emp ty word they have spo ken. ³⁷ For by your  words you will be ac quit ted, and 
by your  words you will be con demned.”

The Sign of Jonah
³⁸ Then some of the Phar i sees and teach ers of the law said to him, “Teach er, 

we want to see a sign from you.”
³⁹ He an swered, “A wick ed and adul ter ous gen er a tion asks for a sign! But 

none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of the proph et Jo nah. ⁴⁰ For as Jo nah was 
 three days and  three  nights in the bel ly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will 
be  three days and  three  nights in the  heart of the  earth. ⁴¹ The men of Nin e veh 
will  stand up at the judg ment with this gen er a tion and con demn it; for they 
re pent ed at the preach ing of Jo nah, and now some thing great er than Jo nah is 
here. ⁴² The  Queen of the  South will rise at the judg ment with this gen er a tion 
and con demn it; for she came from the ends of the  earth to lis ten to Sol o-
mon’s wis dom, and now some thing great er than Sol o mon is here.

⁴³ “When an im pure spir it  comes out of a per son, it goes  through arid plac-
es seek ing rest and does not find it. ⁴⁴ Then it says, ‘I will re turn to the  house 
I left.’ When it ar rives, it  finds the  house un oc cu pied,  swept  clean and put in 
or der. ⁴⁵ Then it goes and  takes with it sev en oth er spir its more wick ed than 
it self, and they go in and live  there. And the fi nal con di tion of that per son is 
 worse than the  first. That is how it will be with this wick ed gen er a tion.”

 Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
⁴⁶ While  Jesus was  still talk ing to the  crowd, his moth er and broth ers  stood 

out side, want ing to  speak to him. ⁴⁷ Some one told him, “Your moth er and 
broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to  speak to you.”

⁴⁸ He re plied to him, “Who is my moth er, and who are my broth ers?” 
⁴⁹ Point ing to his dis ci ples, he said, “Here are my moth er and my broth ers. 

a 21 Isaiah 42:1-4    

MATTHEW 12:38 – 42

JONAH AND THE 
RESURRECTION

 Jesus referred to those who asked 
for a sign as proof of  Jesus’ iden-
tity as a “wicked and adulterous 
generation” (Mt 12:39), saying that 
the only sign they would receive was 
the sign of Jonah. But what did this 
mean? Jonah had spent three days 
and three nights in the belly of a 
fish; in the same way,  Jesus said 
he would spend three days and 
three nights in “the heart of the 
earth” (v.  40).  Jesus was clearly 
foreshadowing his death, burial 
and resurrection; yet it is doubtful 
that the Pharisees understood what 
he was saying. In John 20:29,  Jesus 
said, “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed”; 
 Jesus’ frustration with the Phari-
sees stemmed from the fact that 
they saw and heard him and yet still 
did not believe. They were the oppo-
site of the “blessed” he referred to 
in John 20:29. His purpose in refer-
ring to Jonah, however, was twofold: 
to give a picture of his death and 
resurrection and to call those who 
heard these words to repentance, 
in imitation of the people of Nineveh 
now that One greater than Jonah 
had come.
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⁵⁰ For who ev er does the will of my Fa ther in heav en is my broth er and sis ter 
and moth er.”

The Parable of the Sower

13 That same day  Jesus went out of the  house and sat by the lake. ² Such 
 large  crowds gath ered  around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 

 while all the peo ple  stood on the  shore. ³ Then he told them many  things in 
par a bles, say ing: “A farm er went out to sow his seed. ⁴ As he was scat ter ing the 
seed, some fell  along the path, and the  birds came and ate it up. ⁵ Some fell on 
 rocky plac es,  where it did not have much soil. It  sprang up quick ly, be cause 
the soil was shal low. ⁶ But when the sun came up, the  plants were  scorched, 
and they with ered be cause they had no root. ⁷ Oth er seed fell  among  thorns, 
 which grew up and  choked the  plants. ⁸ Still oth er seed fell on good soil,  where 
it pro duced a crop —  a hun dred, six ty or thir ty  times what was sown. ⁹ Who-
ev er has ears, let them hear.”

¹⁰ The dis ci ples came to him and  asked, “Why do you  speak to the peo ple 
in par a bles?”

¹¹ He re plied, “Be cause the knowl edge of the se crets of the king dom of 
heav en has been giv en to you, but not to them. ¹² Who ever has will be giv en 
more, and they will have an abun dance. Who ever does not have, even what 
they have will be tak en from them. ¹³ This is why I  speak to them in par a bles:

  “Though seeing, they do not see;
  though hearing, they do not hear or understand.

¹⁴ In them is ful filled the proph e cy of Isa iah:

  “ ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
  you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
 ¹⁵ For this people’s heart has become calloused;
  they hardly hear with their ears,
  and they have closed their eyes.
  Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
  hear with their ears,
  understand with their hearts
  and turn, and I would heal them.’ a

¹⁶ But  blessed are your eyes be cause they see, and your ears be cause they hear. 
¹⁷ For tru ly I tell you, many proph ets and righ teous peo ple  longed to see what 
you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

¹⁸ “Lis ten then to what the par a ble of the sow er  means: ¹⁹ When any one 
hears the mes sage  about the king dom and does not un der stand it, the evil 
one  comes and snatch es away what was sown in  their  heart. This is the seed 
sown  along the path. ²⁰ The seed fall ing on  rocky  ground re fers to some one 
who hears the word and at once re ceives it with joy. ²¹ But  since they have no 
root, they last only a  short time. When trou ble or per se cu tion  comes be cause 
of the word, they quick ly fall away. ²² The seed fall ing  among the  thorns re fers 
to some one who hears the word, but the wor ries of this life and the de ceit ful-
ness of  wealth  choke the word, mak ing it un fruit ful. ²³ But the seed fall ing on 
good soil re fers to some one who hears the word and un der stands it. This is 
the one who pro duces a crop, yield ing a hun dred, six ty or thir ty  times what 
was sown.”

The Parable of the Weeds
²⁴  Jesus told them an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like a man 

who  sowed good seed in his  field. ²⁵ But  while ev ery one was sleep ing, his en-
e my came and  sowed  weeds  among the  wheat, and went away. ²⁶ When the 
 wheat sprout ed and  formed  heads, then the  weeds also ap peared.

²⁷ “The own er’s ser vants came to him and said, ‘Sir,  didn’t you sow good 
seed in your  field?  Where then did the  weeds come from?’

a 15 Isaiah 6:9,10 (see Septuagint)    
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²⁸ “ ‘An en e my did this,’ he re plied.
“The ser vants  asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
²⁹ “ ‘No,’ he an swered, ‘be cause  while you are pull ing the  weeds, you may 

up root the  wheat with them. ³⁰ Let both grow to geth er un til the har vest. At 
that time I will tell the har vest ers:  First col lect the  weeds and tie them in bun-
dles to be  burned; then gath er the  wheat and  bring it into my barn.’ ”

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast
³¹ He told them an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like a mus tard 

seed,  which a man took and plant ed in his  field. ³² Though it is the small est of 
all  seeds, yet when it  grows, it is the larg est of gar den  plants and be comes a 
tree, so that the  birds come and  perch in its branch es.”

³³ He told them  still an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like  yeast 
that a wom an took and  mixed into  about six ty  pounds a of  flour un til it 
 worked all  through the dough.”

³⁴  Jesus  spoke all  these  things to the  crowd in par a bles; he did not say any-
thing to them with out us ing a par a ble. ³⁵ So was ful filled what was spo ken 
 through the proph et:

  “I will open my mouth in parables,
  I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.” b

The Parable of the Weeds Explained
³⁶ Then he left the  crowd and went into the  house. His dis ci ples came to him 

and said, “Ex plain to us the par a ble of the  weeds in the field.”
³⁷ He an swered, “The one who  sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 

³⁸ The  field is the  world, and the good seed  stands for the peo ple of the king-
dom. The  weeds are the peo ple of the evil one, ³⁹ and the en e my who sows 
them is the dev il. The har vest is the end of the age, and the har vest ers are 
an gels.

⁴⁰ “As the  weeds are  pulled up and  burned in the fire, so it will be at the end 
of the age. ⁴¹ The Son of Man will send out his an gels, and they will weed out of 
his king dom ev ery thing that caus es sin and all who do evil. ⁴² They will  throw 
them into the blaz ing fur nace,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of 
 teeth. ⁴³ Then the righ teous will  shine like the sun in the king dom of  their 
Fa ther. Who ev er has ears, let them hear.

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
⁴⁴ “The king dom of heav en is like trea sure hid den in a  field. When a man 

 found it, he hid it  again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
 bought that field.

⁴⁵ “Again, the king dom of heav en is like a mer chant look ing for fine  pearls. 
⁴⁶ When he  found one of  great val ue, he went away and sold ev ery thing he 
had and  bought it.

The Parable of the Net
⁴⁷ “Once  again, the king dom of heav en is like a net that was let down 

into the lake and  caught all  kinds of fish. ⁴⁸ When it was full, the fish er men 
 pulled it up on the  shore. Then they sat down and col lect ed the good fish 
in bas kets, but  threw the bad away. ⁴⁹ This is how it will be at the end of 
the age. The an gels will come and sep a rate the wick ed from the righ teous 
⁵⁰ and  throw them into the blaz ing fur nace,  where  there will be weep ing and 
gnash ing of teeth.

⁵¹ “Have you un der stood all  these  things?”  Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they re plied.
⁵² He said to them, “There fore ev ery teach er of the law who has be come a 

dis ci ple in the king dom of heav en is like the own er of a  house who  brings out 
of his store room new trea sures as well as old.”

a 33 Or about 27 kilograms    b 35 Psalm 78:2    
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MATTHEW 13:1 – 50

 JESUS AND HIS PARABLES

 Jesus commonly taught the crowds and his followers through parables, which are 
stories that illustrate a moral or spiritual truth. In Matthew 13,  Jesus told parables relating to 
soil, weeds, a mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure, a pearl and a fishing net.  Jesus’ parables 
cover a spectrum of topics and truths, and they also represent the confirmation of a Mes-
sianic prophecy from Isaiah 6:9 – 10: “Go and tell this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ Make the heart of this people cal-
loused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

 Jesus told parables to teach God’s truth to those who were ready and willing to hear 
it, but he also knew there were people in his audience who would not understand his words 
because their hearts were calloused. At times, parables were  Jesus’ tools to reveal truth to 
the faithful and to conceal it from those who would object to it and seek to stop his ministry 
and mission.

 Jesus used six of the seven parables in this chapter to describe the nature of the 
kingdom of heaven. The people who rejected  Jesus’ teaching because of their inability to 
understand it, including the Jewish religious leaders, only further blinded themselves to 
the spiritual nature of the kingdom of God. On the other hand, those who had ears to hear 
received a great blessing in knowing and understanding Jesus’ truth — as do believers who 
read these stories today.

As to the parables themselves, notice that even  Jesus’ disciples, the men who had 
left their jobs, businesses and families for the sake of this amazing teacher, misunderstood 
some of  Jesus’ parables (Mt 13:36).  Jesus carefully and patiently explained to the disciples 
who sought to learn more. They asked for wisdom, and  Jesus provided it ( Jas 1:5) along 
with meaningful word pictures of the coming kingdom loaded with meaning and nuance. 
For believers today, these parables and teachings provide a rich picture of the kingdom as it 
exists and also as it is to come.



MATTHEW 14:13 – 21

FEEDING THE  
FIVE THOUSAND

 Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand 
is the only pre-crucifixion miracle 
recorded in all four Gospels, and it 
is significant for a multitude of rea-
sons. Through this miracle,  Jesus 
fulfilled the expectation of those 
looking forward to a new prophet 
after Moses (Jn 1:21; Ac 3:22; 7:37). 
While Moses was their prophet-
leader, the Israelites received 
manna from heaven.  Jesus’ provi-
sion of bread parallels the miracle 
that the Israelites experienced under 
Moses and thus fulfills Deuteronomy 
18:15 (quoted twice in Acts, referred 
to above). Also,  Jesus showed that 
he could supply both the physical 
and the spiritual “daily bread” re-
quested in the prayer in Matthew 
6:11. Finally,  Jesus showed that 
he is the Messiah who will provide 
the coming Messianic banquet 
(Ps 132:15; Isa 25:6; Mt 22:1 – 14; 
26:29). Not only does the feeding of 
the five thousand preview that king-
dom banquet, but it also provides a 
wholesome contrast to the degener-
ate banquet held by Herod in Mat-
thew 14:1 – 12. In giving the people 
physical bread,  Jesus showed that 
he was the compassionate provider 
that his people needed.

A Prophet Without Honor
⁵³ When  Jesus had fin ished  these par a bles, he  moved on from  there. ⁵⁴ Com-

ing to his home town, he be gan teach ing the peo ple in  their syn a gogue, and 
they were  amazed. “Where did this man get this wis dom and  these mi rac u-
lous pow ers?” they  asked. ⁵⁵ “Isn’t this the car pen ter’s son?  Isn’t his moth er’s 
name Mary, and  aren’t his broth ers  James, Jo seph, Si mon and Ju das? ⁵⁶ Aren’t 
all his sis ters with us?  Where then did this man get all  these  things?” ⁵⁷ And 
they took of fense at him.

But  Jesus said to them, “A proph et is not with out hon or except in his own 
 town and in his own  home.”

⁵⁸ And he did not do many mir a cles  there be cause of  their lack of faith.

John the Baptist Beheaded

14 At that time Her od the te trarch  heard the re ports  about  Jesus, ² and he 
said to his at ten dants, “This is John the Bap tist; he has ris en from the 

dead! That is why mi rac u lous pow ers are at work in him.”
³ Now Her od had ar rest ed John and  bound him and put him in pris on be-

cause of He ro di as, his broth er Phil ip’s wife, ⁴ for John had been say ing to him: 
“It is not law ful for you to have her.” ⁵ Her od want ed to kill John, but he was 
 afraid of the peo ple, be cause they con sid ered John a proph et.

⁶ On Her od’s birth day the daugh ter of He ro di as  danced for the guests and 
 pleased Her od so much ⁷ that he prom ised with an oath to give her what ev er 
she  asked. ⁸ Prompt ed by her moth er, she said, “Give me here on a plat ter the 
head of John the Bap tist.” ⁹ The king was dis tressed, but be cause of his  oaths 
and his din ner  guests, he or dered that her re quest be grant ed ¹⁰ and had John 
be head ed in the pris on. ¹¹ His head was  brought in on a plat ter and giv en to 
the girl, who car ried it to her moth er. ¹² John’s dis ci ples came and took his 
body and bur ied it. Then they went and told  Jesus.

 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
¹³ When  Jesus  heard what had hap pened, he with drew by boat pri vate ly to 

a sol i tary  place. Hear ing of this, the  crowds fol lowed him on foot from the 
 towns. ¹⁴ When  Jesus land ed and saw a  large  crowd, he had com pas sion on 
them and  healed  their sick.

¹⁵ As eve ning ap proached, the dis ci ples came to him and said, “This is a re-
mote  place, and it’s al ready get ting late. Send the  crowds away, so they can go 
to the vil lag es and buy them selves some food.”

¹⁶  Jesus re plied, “They do not need to go away. You give them some thing 
to eat.”

¹⁷ “We have here only five  loaves of  bread and two fish,” they an swered.
¹⁸ “Bring them here to me,” he said. ¹⁹ And he di rect ed the peo ple to sit 

down on the  grass. Tak ing the five  loaves and the two fish and look ing up 
to heav en, he gave  thanks and  broke the  loaves. Then he gave them to the 
dis ci ples, and the dis ci ples gave them to the peo ple. ²⁰ They all ate and were 
sat is fied, and the dis ci ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that 
were left over. ²¹ The num ber of  those who ate was  about five thou sand men, 
be sides wom en and chil dren.

 Jesus Walks on the Water
²² Im me di ate ly  Jesus made the dis ci ples get into the boat and go on  ahead 

of him to the oth er side,  while he dis missed the  crowd. ²³ Af ter he had dis-
missed them, he went up on a moun tain side by him self to pray. Later that 
night, he was  there  alone, ²⁴ and the boat was al ready a con sid er able dis tance 
from land, buf fet ed by the  waves be cause the wind was  against it.

²⁵ Short ly be fore dawn  Jesus went out to them, walk ing on the lake. ²⁶ When 
the dis ci ples saw him walk ing on the lake, they were ter ri fied. “It’s a  ghost,” 
they said, and  cried out in fear.

²⁷ But  Jesus im me di ate ly said to them: “Take cour age! It is I.  Don’t be 
afraid.”
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MATTHEW 15:1 – 9

TRADITIONS  
OF THE ELDERS

The tradition of the elders referred to 
in verse 2 was not the Law of Moses. 
It was the oral tradition that had 
been built up over the centuries and 
was based on human interpreta-
tions of the law. But these rules were 
not of God; rather they were simply 
traditions invented by humans. 
 Jesus used this opportunity to ex-
pose these men and the hypocritical 
way in which they lived their lives. 
They cared more about the ceremo-
nial washing of hands than they 
did about faithfully obeying God’s 
commands. God cares more about 
the hearts of his followers than any 
human tradition (1Sa 16:7).

²⁸ “Lord, if it’s you,” Pe ter re plied, “tell me to come to you on the wa ter.”
²⁹ “Come,” he said.
Then Pe ter got down out of the boat,  walked on the wa ter and came to ward 

 Jesus. ³⁰ But when he saw the wind, he was  afraid and, be gin ning to sink,  cried 
out, “Lord, save me!”

³¹ Im me di ate ly  Jesus  reached out his hand and  caught him. “You of lit tle 
 faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

³² And when they  climbed into the boat, the wind died down. ³³ Then  those 
who were in the boat wor shiped him, say ing, “Tru ly you are the Son of God.”

³⁴ When they had  crossed over, they land ed at Gen nes a ret. ³⁵ And when the 
men of that  place rec og nized  Jesus, they sent word to all the sur round ing 
coun try. Peo ple  brought all  their sick to him ³⁶ and  begged him to let the sick 
just  touch the edge of his  cloak, and all who  touched it were healed.

That Which Defiles

15 Then some Phar i sees and teach ers of the law came to  Jesus from Je ru sa-
lem and  asked, ² “Why do your dis ci ples  break the tra di tion of the el ders? 

They  don’t wash  their  hands be fore they eat!”
³  Jesus re plied, “And why do you  break the com mand of God for the sake 

of your tra di tion? ⁴ For God said, ‘Hon or your fa ther and moth er’ a and ‘Any-
one who curs es  their fa ther or moth er is to be put to  death.’ b ⁵ But you say 
that if any one de clares that what  might have been used to help  their fa ther 
or moth er is ‘de vot ed to God,’ ⁶ they are not to ‘hon or  their fa ther or moth er’ 
with it. Thus you nul li fy the word of God for the sake of your tra di tion. ⁷ You 
hyp o crites! Isa iah was  right when he proph e sied  about you:

 ⁸ “ ‘These people honor me with their lips,
  but their hearts are far from me.
 ⁹ They worship me in vain;
  their teachings are merely human rules.’ c”

¹⁰  Jesus  called the  crowd to him and said, “Lis ten and un der stand. ¹¹ What 
goes into some one’s  mouth does not de file them, but what  comes out of their 
 mouth, that is what de files them.”

¹² Then the dis ci ples came to him and  asked, “Do you know that the Phar i-
sees were of fend ed when they  heard this?”

¹³ He re plied, “Ev ery  plant that my heav en ly Fa ther has not plant ed will be 
 pulled up by the  roots. ¹⁴ Leave them; they are  blind  guides. d If the  blind lead 
the  blind, both will fall into a pit.”

¹⁵ Pe ter said, “Ex plain the par a ble to us.”
¹⁶ “Are you  still so dull?”  Jesus  asked them. ¹⁷ “Don’t you see that what ev er 

en ters the  mouth goes into the stom ach and then out of the body? ¹⁸ But the 
 things that come out of a per son’s  mouth come from the  heart, and  these 
de file them. ¹⁹ For out of the  heart come evil  thoughts —  mur der, adul tery, 
sex u al im mo ral i ty,  theft,  false tes ti mo ny, slan der. ²⁰ These are what de file a 
per son; but eat ing with un washed  hands does not de file them.”

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman
²¹ Leav ing that  place,  Jesus with drew to the re gion of Tyre and Si don. ²² A 

Ca naan ite wom an from that vi cin i ty came to him, cry ing out, “Lord, Son of 
Da vid, have mer cy on me! My daugh ter is de mon-pos sessed and suf fer ing 
ter ri bly.”

²³  Jesus did not an swer a word. So his dis ci ples came to him and  urged him, 
“Send her away, for she  keeps cry ing out af ter us.”

²⁴ He an swered, “I was sent only to the lost  sheep of Is ra el.”
²⁵ The wom an came and  knelt be fore him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
²⁶ He re plied, “It is not  right to take the chil dren’s  bread and toss it to the 

dogs.”

a 4 Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16    b 4 Exodus 21:17; Lev. 20:9    c 9 Isaiah 29:13    d 14 Some 
manuscripts blind guides of the blind    
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²⁷ “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the  crumbs that fall from 
 their mas ter’s ta ble.”

²⁸ Then  Jesus said to her, “Wom an, you have  great  faith! Your re quest is 
grant ed.” And her daugh ter was  healed at that moment.

 Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand
²⁹  Jesus left  there and went  along the Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up on a 

moun tain side and sat down. ³⁰ Great  crowds came to him, bring ing the lame, 
the  blind, the crip pled, the mute and many oth ers, and laid them at his feet; 
and he  healed them. ³¹ The peo ple were  amazed when they saw the mute 
speak ing, the crip pled made well, the lame walk ing and the  blind see ing. And 
they  praised the God of Is ra el.

³²  Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, “I have com pas sion for  these 
peo ple; they have al ready been with me  three days and have noth ing to eat. 
I do not want to send them away hun gry, or they may col lapse on the way.”

³³ His dis ci ples an swered, “Where  could we get  enough  bread in this re mote 
 place to feed such a crowd?”

³⁴ “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied, “and a few  small fish.”
³⁵ He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. ³⁶ Then he took the sev en 

 loaves and the fish, and when he had giv en  thanks, he  broke them and gave 
them to the dis ci ples, and they in turn to the peo ple. ³⁷ They all ate and were 
sat is fied. Af ter ward the dis ci ples  picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es 
that were left over. ³⁸ The num ber of  those who ate was four thou sand men, 
be sides wom en and chil dren. ³⁹ Af ter  Jesus had sent the  crowd away, he got 
into the boat and went to the vi cin i ty of Mag a dan.

The Demand for a Sign

16 The Phar i sees and Sad du cees came to  Jesus and test ed him by ask ing 
him to show them a sign from heav en.

² He re plied, “When eve ning  comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weath er, for the 
sky is red,’ ³ and in the morn ing, ‘To day it will be  stormy, for the sky is red 
and over cast.’ You know how to in ter pret the ap pear ance of the sky, but you 
can not in ter pret the  signs of the  times. a ⁴ A wick ed and adul ter ous gen er a tion 
 looks for a sign, but none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of Jo nah.”  Jesus then 
left them and went away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
⁵ When they went  across the lake, the dis ci ples for got to take  bread. ⁶ “Be 

care ful,”  Jesus said to them. “Be on your  guard  against the  yeast of the Phar-
i sees and Sad du cees.”

⁷ They dis cussed this  among them selves and said, “It is be cause we  didn’t 
 bring any bread.”

⁸ Aware of  their dis cus sion,  Jesus  asked, “You of lit tle  faith, why are you 
talk ing  among your selves  about hav ing no  bread? ⁹ Do you  still not un der-
stand?  Don’t you re mem ber the five  loaves for the five thou sand, and how 
many bas ket fuls you gath ered? ¹⁰ Or the sev en  loaves for the four thou sand, 
and how many bas ket fuls you gath ered? ¹¹ How is it you  don’t un der stand that 
I was not talk ing to you  about  bread? But be on your  guard  against the  yeast of 
the Phar i sees and Sad du cees.” ¹² Then they un der stood that he was not tell ing 
them to  guard  against the  yeast used in  bread, but  against the teach ing of the 
Phar i sees and Sad du cees.

Peter Declares That  Jesus Is the Messiah
¹³ When  Jesus came to the re gion of Caes a rea Phi lip pi, he  asked his dis ci-

ples, “Who do peo ple say the Son of Man is?”
¹⁴ They re plied, “Some say John the Bap tist; oth ers say Eli jah; and  still oth-

ers, Jer e mi ah or one of the proph ets.”

a 2,3 Some early manuscripts do not have When evening comes . . . of the times.    
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¹⁵ “But what  about you?” he  asked. “Who do you say I am?”
¹⁶ Si mon Pe ter an swered, “You are the Mes si ah, the Son of the liv ing God.”
¹⁷  Jesus re plied, “Blessed are you, Si mon son of Jo nah, for this was not re-

vealed to you by  flesh and  blood, but by my Fa ther in heav en. ¹⁸ And I tell you 
that you are Pe ter, a and on this rock I will  build my  church, and the  gates of 
 Hades b will not over come it. ¹⁹ I will give you the keys of the king dom of heav-
en; what ev er you bind on  earth will be c  bound in heav en, and what ev er you 
 loose on  earth will be c  loosed in heav en.” ²⁰ Then he or dered his dis ci ples not 
to tell any one that he was the Mes si ah.

 Jesus Predicts His Death
²¹ From that time on  Jesus be gan to ex plain to his dis ci ples that he must 

go to Je ru sa lem and suf fer many  things at the  hands of the el ders, the  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law, and that he must be  killed and on the  third 
day be  raised to life.

²² Pe ter took him  aside and be gan to re buke him. “Nev er, Lord!” he said. 
“This  shall nev er hap pen to you!”

²³  Jesus  turned and said to Pe ter, “Get be hind me, Sa tan! You are a stum-
bling  block to me; you do not have in mind the con cerns of God, but mere ly 
hu man con cerns.”

²⁴ Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Who ever  wants to be my dis ci ple must 
deny them selves and take up  their  cross and fol low me. ²⁵ For who ev er  wants 
to save  their life d will lose it, but who ev er los es  their life for me will find it. 
²⁶ What good will it be for some one to gain the  whole  world, yet for feit their 
soul? Or what can any one give in ex change for their soul? ²⁷ For the Son of Man 
is go ing to come in his Fa ther’s glo ry with his an gels, and then he will re ward 
each per son ac cord ing to what they have done.

²⁸ “Tru ly I tell you, some who are stand ing here will not  taste  death be fore 
they see the Son of Man com ing in his king dom.”

The Transfiguration

17 Af ter six days  Jesus took with him Pe ter,  James and John the broth er of 
 James, and led them up a high moun tain by them selves. ² There he was 

trans fig ured be fore them. His face  shone like the sun, and his  clothes be came 
as  white as the  light. ³ Just then  there ap peared be fore them Mo ses and Eli jah, 
talk ing with  Jesus.

⁴ Pe ter said to  Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put 
up  three shel ters —  one for you, one for Mo ses and one for Eli jah.”

⁵ While he was  still speak ing, a  bright  cloud cov ered them, and a  voice from 
the  cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well  pleased. Lis-
ten to him!”

⁶ When the dis ci ples  heard this, they fell face down to the  ground, ter ri fied. 
⁷ But  Jesus came and  touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be  afraid.” ⁸ When 
they  looked up, they saw no one ex cept  Jesus.

⁹ As they were com ing down the moun tain,  Jesus in struct ed them, “Don’t tell 
any one what you have seen, un til the Son of Man has been  raised from the dead.”

¹⁰ The dis ci ples  asked him, “Why then do the teach ers of the law say that 
Eli jah must come first?”

¹¹  Jesus re plied, “To be sure, Eli jah  comes and will re store all  things. ¹² But 
I tell you, Eli jah has al ready come, and they did not rec og nize him, but have 
done to him ev ery thing they  wished. In the same way the Son of Man is go ing 
to suf fer at  their  hands.” ¹³ Then the dis ci ples un der stood that he was talk ing 
to them  about John the Bap tist.

 Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy
¹⁴ When they came to the  crowd, a man ap proached  Jesus and  knelt be fore 

him. ¹⁵ “Lord, have mer cy on my son,” he said. “He has sei zures and is suf fer ing 

a 18 The Greek word for Peter means rock.    b 18 That is, the realm of the dead    c 19 Or 
will have been    d 25 The Greek word means either life or soul ; also in verse 26.    
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MATTHEW 16:13 – 17

WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?

A critically important question  Jesus asks his followers is: “Who do you say I am?” 
(Mt 16:15).  Jesus knew that a proper understanding of who he is would lead to a right rela-
tionship with God. He first asked the disciples to tell him who other people thought he was, 
then who they thought he was. Peter answered by professing what millions have come to 
acknowledge throughout the centuries: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” 
(v. 16). This answer could not be a more accurate description of who  Jesus is. And Peter 
was only beginning to find out what his statement of belief would mean not only to his life, 
but to the life of the church that  Jesus would establish on the basis of his testimony (v. 18).

The faith of any believer today can be determined by their answer to this question. True 
believers are those who say that  Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God, and anyone who says 
otherwise does not fully understand the character and nature of  Jesus. Some say that  Jesus 
was simply a great moral teacher or a prophet, but  Jesus never claimed to be anything other 
than the Son of God. When theories abounded about who he might be, he acknowledged 
that Peter alone had a correct understanding of who he was.

For believers today, it is crucial that they understand the power and truth of Peter’s 
proclamation of  Jesus as the Son of God. To say that  Jesus was, and is, the Son of God is to 
say that he is the truth and the one way to enter into a right relationship with God. Through 
 Jesus, believers are able to experience everything that comes with knowing God and having a 
relationship with his Son —  grace, peace, mercy in this life, and eternity with him in the next.



MATTHEW 17:24 – 27

PAYING THE  
TEMPLE TAX

The temple tax was paid annually 
by every adult Jewish male over 20 
years old to fund maintenance of 
the temple. This tax was based on 
Exodus 30:13 and amounted to two 
days’ wages for a common laborer. 
Evidently,  Jesus had not yet paid the 
tax, and the temple tax collector was 
following up. However, instead of 
speaking to  Jesus, the tax collector 
spoke to Peter regarding his teach-
er’s payment. Through the resulting 
conversation,  Jesus showed that he 
(and his followers) are a part of a 
different kingdom, a heavenly king-
dom. He does not live by the rules 
set by mankind but by the will of 
God the Father. However, not want-
ing to “cause offense,”  Jesus paid 
the temple tax, but he delivered it in 
a way that showed that he was the 
Son of God.

great ly. He of ten  falls into the fire or into the wa ter. ¹⁶ I  brought him to your 
dis ci ples, but they  could not heal him.”

¹⁷ “You un be liev ing and per verse gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how long 
 shall I stay with you? How long  shall I put up with you?  Bring the boy here 
to me.” ¹⁸  Jesus re buked the de mon, and it came out of the boy, and he was 
 healed at that mo ment.

¹⁹ Then the dis ci ples came to  Jesus in pri vate and  asked, “Why  couldn’t we 
 drive it out?”

²⁰ He re plied, “Be cause you have so lit tle  faith. Tru ly I tell you, if you have 
 faith as  small as a mus tard seed, you can say to this moun tain, ‘Move from 
here to  there,’ and it will move. Noth ing will be im pos si ble for you.” [²¹] a

 Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
²² When they came to geth er in Gal i lee, he said to them, “The Son of Man 

is go ing to be de liv ered in to the  hands of men. ²³ They will kill him, and on 
the  third day he will be  raised to life.” And the dis ci ples were  filled with grief.

The Temple Tax
²⁴ Af ter  Jesus and his dis ci ples ar rived in Ca per na um, the col lec tors of the 

two-drach ma tem ple tax came to Pe ter and  asked, “Doesn’t your teach er pay 
the tem ple tax?”

²⁵ “Yes, he does,” he re plied.
When Pe ter came into the  house,  Jesus was the  first to  speak. “What do you 

 think, Si mon?” he  asked. “From whom do the  kings of the  earth col lect duty 
and tax es —  from  their own chil dren or from oth ers?”

²⁶ “From oth ers,” Pe ter an swered.
“Then the chil dren are ex empt,”  Jesus said to him. ²⁷ “But so that we may 

not  cause of fense, go to the lake and  throw out your line. Take the  first fish 
you  catch; open its  mouth and you will find a four-drach ma coin. Take it and 
give it to them for my tax and yours.”

The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven

18 At that time the dis ci ples came to  Jesus and  asked, “Who, then, is the 
great est in the king dom of heav en?”

² He  called a lit tle  child to him, and  placed the  child  among them. ³ And he 
said: “Tru ly I tell you, un less you  change and be come like lit tle chil dren, you 
will nev er en ter the king dom of heav en. ⁴ There fore, who ev er  takes the low ly 
po si tion of this  child is the great est in the king dom of heav en. ⁵ And who ev er 
wel comes one such  child in my name wel comes me.

Causing to Stumble
⁶ “If any one caus es one of  these lit tle ones —   those who be lieve in me —  to 

stum ble, it  would be bet ter for them to have a  large mill stone hung  around 
 their neck and to be  drowned in the  depths of the sea. ⁷ Woe to the  world be-
cause of the  things that  cause peo ple to stum ble! Such  things must come, but 
woe to the per son  through whom they come! ⁸ If your hand or your foot caus es 
you to stum ble, cut it off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to en ter life 
 maimed or crip pled than to have two  hands or two feet and be  thrown into 
eter nal fire. ⁹ And if your eye caus es you to stum ble,  gouge it out and  throw it 
away. It is bet ter for you to en ter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 
be  thrown into the fire of hell.

The Parable of the Wandering Sheep
¹⁰ “See that you do not de spise one of  these lit tle ones. For I tell you that 

 their an gels in heav en al ways see the face of my Fa ther in heav en. [¹¹] b

¹² “What do you  think? If a man owns a hun dred  sheep, and one of them 
wan ders away, will he not  leave the nine ty-nine on the  hills and go to look for 

a 21 Some manuscripts include here words similar to Mark 9:29.    b 11 Some 
manuscripts include here the words of Luke 19:10.    
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the one that wan dered off ? ¹³ And if he  finds it, tru ly I tell you, he is hap pi er 
 about that one  sheep than  about the nine ty-nine that did not wan der off. ¹⁴ In 
the same way your Fa ther in heav en is not will ing that any of  these lit tle ones 
 should per ish.

Dealing With Sin in the Church
¹⁵ “If your broth er or sis ter a sins, b go and  point out their  fault, just be tween 

the two of you. If they lis ten to you, you have won them over. ¹⁶ But if they 
will not lis ten, take one or two oth ers  along, so that ‘ev ery mat ter may be es-
tab lished by the tes ti mo ny of two or  three wit ness es.’ c ¹⁷ If they  still refuse to 
lis ten, tell it to the  church; and if they refuse to lis ten even to the  church,  treat 
them as you  would a pa gan or a tax col lec tor.

¹⁸ “Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you bind on  earth will be d  bound in heav en, 
and what ev er you  loose on  earth will be d  loosed in heav en.

¹⁹ “Again, tru ly I tell you that if two of you on  earth  agree  about any thing 
they ask for, it will be done for them by my Fa ther in heav en. ²⁰ For  where two 
or  three gath er in my name,  there am I with them.”

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
²¹ Then Pe ter came to  Jesus and  asked, “Lord, how many  times  shall I for-

give my broth er or sis ter who sins  against me? Up to sev en times?”
²²  Jesus an swered, “I tell you, not sev en  times, but sev en ty-sev en times. e

²³ “There fore, the king dom of heav en is like a king who want ed to set tle ac-
counts with his ser vants. ²⁴ As he be gan the set tle ment, a man who owed him 
ten thou sand bags of gold f was  brought to him. ²⁵ Since he was not able to pay, 
the mas ter or dered that he and his wife and his chil dren and all that he had 
be sold to re pay the debt.

²⁶ “At this the ser vant fell on his  knees be fore him. ‘Be pa tient with me,’ he 
 begged, ‘and I will pay back ev ery thing.’ ²⁷ The ser vant’s mas ter took pity on 
him, can celed the debt and let him go.

²⁸ “But when that ser vant went out, he  found one of his fel low ser vants who 
owed him a hun dred sil ver  coins. g He  grabbed him and be gan to  choke him. 
‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he de mand ed.

²⁹ “His fel low ser vant fell to his  knees and  begged him, ‘Be pa tient with me, 
and I will pay it back.’

³⁰ “But he re fused. In stead, he went off and had the man  thrown into pris-
on un til he  could pay the debt. ³¹ When the oth er ser vants saw what had hap-
pened, they were out raged and went and told  their mas ter ev ery thing that 
had hap pened.

³² “Then the mas ter  called the ser vant in. ‘You wick ed ser vant,’ he said, ‘I 
can celed all that debt of  yours be cause you  begged me to. ³³ Shouldn’t you 
have had mer cy on your fel low ser vant just as I had on you?’ ³⁴ In an ger his 
mas ter hand ed him over to the jail ers to be tor tured, un til he  should pay back 
all he owed.

³⁵ “This is how my heav en ly Fa ther will  treat each of you un less you for give 
your broth er or sis ter from your heart.”

Divorce

19 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, he left Gal i lee and went 
into the re gion of Ju dea to the oth er side of the Jor dan. ² Large  crowds 

fol lowed him, and he  healed them there.
³ Some Phar i sees came to him to test him. They  asked, “Is it law ful for a 

man to di vorce his wife for any and ev ery rea son?”

a 15 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, 
whether man or woman; also in verses 21 and 35.    b 15 Some manuscripts sins against 
you    c 16 Deut. 19:15    d 18 Or will have been    e 22 Or seventy times seven    
f 24 Greek ten thousand talents; a talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s 
wages.    g 28 Greek a hundred denarii; a denarius was the usual daily wage of a day 
laborer (see 20:2).    
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MATTHEW 19:16 – 26

WEALTH AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

This story’s application is not to 
imply that believers need to give 
away all of their possessions in or-
der to get into heaven. Rather, it is 
intended to show that  Jesus cared 
about the hearts of those who were 
following him. Knowing all things, 
he knew that this rich young man’s 
heart was preoccupied with his 
wealth. So when he asked about 
eternal life,  Jesus showed him that 
right standing with God flows from a 
pure heart. It is not enough merely to 
follow external standards. That sort 
of life tends to foster a spirit of self-
righteousness. Followers of  Jesus 
are expected to rely on  Jesus alone 
as the one and only way to heaven, 
and to have a heart for God and his 
kingdom before all else (Mt 6:33).

⁴ “Haven’t you read,” he re plied, “that at the be gin ning the Cre a tor ‘made 
them male and fe male,’ a ⁵ and said, ‘For this rea son a man will  leave his fa ther 
and moth er and be unit ed to his wife, and the two will be come one  flesh’ b ? 
⁶ So they are no lon ger two, but one  flesh. There fore what God has  joined to-
geth er, let no one sep a rate.”

⁷ “Why then,” they  asked, “did Mo ses com mand that a man give his wife a 
cer tif i cate of di vorce and send her away?”

⁸  Jesus re plied, “Mo ses per mit ted you to di vorce your  wives be cause your 
 hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the be gin ning. ⁹ I tell you that 
any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im mo ral i ty, and mar ries an-
oth er wom an com mits adul tery.”

¹⁰ The dis ci ples said to him, “If this is the sit u a tion be tween a hus band and 
wife, it is bet ter not to mar ry.”

¹¹  Jesus re plied, “Not ev ery one can ac cept this word, but only  those to 
whom it has been giv en. ¹² For there are eu nuchs who were born that way, and 
there are eu nuchs who have been made eu nuchs by others —  and there are 
those who choose to live like eu nuchs for the sake of the king dom of heav en. 
The one who can ac cept this  should ac cept it.”

The Little Children and  Jesus
¹³ Then peo ple  brought lit tle chil dren to  Jesus for him to  place his  hands on 

them and pray for them. But the dis ci ples re buked them.
¹⁴  Jesus said, “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me, and do not hin der them, 

for the king dom of heav en be longs to such as  these.” ¹⁵ When he had  placed 
his  hands on them, he went on from there.

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
¹⁶ Just then a man came up to  Jesus and  asked, “Teach er, what good  thing 

must I do to get eter nal life?”
¹⁷ “Why do you ask me  about what is good?”  Jesus re plied. “There is only 

One who is good. If you want to en ter life, keep the com mand ments.”
¹⁸ “Which ones?” he in quired.
 Jesus re plied, “ ‘You  shall not mur der, you  shall not com mit adul tery, you 

 shall not  steal, you  shall not give  false tes ti mo ny, ¹⁹ hon or your fa ther and 
moth er,’ c and ‘love your neigh bor as your self.’ d ”

²⁰ “All  these I have kept,” the  young man said. “What do I  still lack?”
²¹  Jesus an swered, “If you want to be per fect, go, sell your pos ses sions and 

give to the poor, and you will have trea sure in heav en. Then come, fol low me.”
²² When the  young man  heard this, he went away sad, be cause he had  great 

wealth.
²³ Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Tru ly I tell you, it is hard for some one 

who is rich to en ter the king dom of heav en. ²⁴ Again I tell you, it is eas i er for a 
cam el to go  through the eye of a nee dle than for some one who is rich to en ter 
the king dom of God.”

²⁵ When the dis ci ples  heard this, they were great ly as ton ished and  asked, 
“Who then can be saved?”

²⁶  Jesus  looked at them and said, “With man this is im pos si ble, but with 
God all  things are pos si ble.”

²⁷ Pe ter an swered him, “We have left ev ery thing to fol low you! What then 
will  there be for us?”

²⁸  Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, at the re new al of all  things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glo ri ous  throne, you who have fol lowed me will 
also sit on  twelve  thrones, judg ing the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. ²⁹ And ev ery-
one who has left hous es or broth ers or sis ters or fa ther or moth er or wife e or 
chil dren or  fields for my sake will re ceive a hun dred  times as much and will 
in her it eter nal life. ³⁰ But many who are  first will be last, and many who are 
last will be first.

a 4 Gen. 1:27    b 5 Gen. 2:24    c 19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20    d 19 Lev. 19:18    
e 29 Some manuscripts do not have or wife.    
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MATTHEW 20:20 – 28

SERVANTHOOD
This exchange provides an inter-
esting view on  Jesus’ perception of 
what it takes to be able to sit in the 
seat of power. Here, two disciples 
were seeking to advance their own 
status. James and John were the 
ones asking, but the other ten were 
indignant as well, so all of the disci-
ples’ attitudes are on display in this 
story. Each of the twelve wanted to 
occupy seats of authority and power 
in heaven. However, they did not un-
derstand that those seats required 
partnership in suffering (v.  22). 
 Jesus’ “cup” was not only that he, 
as God, allowed himself to become 
human, but also that he was to be 
crucified on the cross as the per-
fect, sinless sacrifice for the sins of 
humankind (Php 2:6 – 9). The “cup” 
for James and John would be one of 
suffering for the kingdom. As  Jesus 
often did, he was emphasizing that 
one must be willing to sacrifice their 
own comfort and livelihood in order 
to follow him.

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

20 “For the king dom of heav en is like a land own er who went out ear ly in 
the morn ing to hire work ers for his vine yard. ² He  agreed to pay them 

a de nar i us a for the day and sent them into his vine yard.
³ “About nine in the morn ing he went out and saw oth ers stand ing in the 

mar ket place do ing noth ing. ⁴ He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vine-
yard, and I will pay you what ev er is  right.’ ⁵ So they went.

“He went out  again  about noon and  about  three in the af ter noon and did 
the same  thing. ⁶ About five in the af ter noon he went out and  found  still oth-
ers stand ing  around. He  asked them, ‘Why have you been stand ing here all 
day long do ing noth ing?’

⁷ “ ‘Be cause no one has  hired us,’ they an swered.
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vine yard.’
⁸ “When eve ning came, the own er of the vine yard said to his fore man, ‘Call 

the work ers and pay them  their wag es, be gin ning with the last ones  hired and 
go ing on to the first.’

⁹ “The work ers who were  hired  about five in the af ter noon came and each 
re ceived a de nar i us. ¹⁰ So when  those came who were  hired  first, they ex pect-
ed to re ceive more. But each one of them also re ceived a de nar i us. ¹¹ When 
they re ceived it, they be gan to grum ble  against the land own er. ¹² ‘These who 
were  hired last  worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them 
 equal to us who have  borne the bur den of the work and the heat of the day.’

¹³ “But he an swered one of them, ‘I am not be ing un fair to you, friend.  Didn’t 
you  agree to work for a de nar i us? ¹⁴ Take your pay and go. I want to give the 
one who was  hired last the same as I gave you. ¹⁵ Don’t I have the  right to do 
what I want with my own mon ey? Or are you en vi ous be cause I am gen er ous?’

¹⁶ “So the last will be  first, and the  first will be last.”

 Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time
¹⁷ Now  Jesus was go ing up to Je ru sa lem. On the way, he took the  Twelve 

 aside and said to them, ¹⁸ “We are go ing up to Je ru sa lem, and the Son of Man 
will be de liv ered over to the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law. They will 
con demn him to  death ¹⁹ and will hand him over to the Gen tiles to be  mocked 
and  flogged and cru ci fied. On the  third day he will be  raised to life!”

A Mother’s Request
²⁰ Then the moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons came to  Jesus with her sons and, 

kneel ing down,  asked a fa vor of him.
²¹ “What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of  these two sons of mine may sit at your  right 

and the oth er at your left in your king dom.”
²² “You  don’t know what you are ask ing,”  Jesus said to them. “Can you  drink 

the cup I am go ing to drink?”
“We can,” they an swered.
²³  Jesus said to them, “You will in deed  drink from my cup, but to sit at my 

 right or left is not for me to  grant.  These plac es be long to  those for whom they 
have been pre pared by my Fa ther.”

²⁴ When the ten  heard  about this, they were in dig nant with the two broth-
ers. ²⁵  Jesus  called them to geth er and said, “You know that the rul ers of the 
Gen tiles lord it over them, and  their high of fi cials ex er cise au thor i ty over 
them. ²⁶ Not so with you. In stead, who ev er  wants to be come  great  among you 
must be your ser vant, ²⁷ and who ev er  wants to be  first must be your  slave —   
²⁸ just as the Son of Man did not come to be  served, but to  serve, and to give 
his life as a ran som for many.”

Two Blind Men Receive Sight
²⁹ As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were leav ing Jer i cho, a  large  crowd fol lowed 

him. ³⁰ Two  blind men were sit ting by the road side, and when they  heard 

a 2 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer.    
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that  Jesus was go ing by, they shout ed, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy 
on us!”

³¹ The  crowd re buked them and told them to be qui et, but they shout ed all 
the loud er, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on us!”

³²  Jesus  stopped and  called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” 
he asked.

³³ “Lord,” they an swered, “we want our sight.”
³⁴  Jesus had com pas sion on them and  touched  their eyes. Im me di ate ly they 

re ceived  their  sight and fol lowed him.

 Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

21 As they ap proached Je ru sa lem and came to Beth pha ge on the  Mount of 
Ol ives,  Jesus sent two dis ci ples, ² say ing to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead 

of you, and at once you will find a don key tied  there, with her colt by her. Un-
tie them and  bring them to me. ³ If any one says any thing to you, say that the 
Lord  needs them, and he will send them  right away.”

⁴ This took  place to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et:

 ⁵ “Say to Daughter Zion,
  ‘See, your king comes to you,
  gentle and riding on a donkey,
  and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” a

⁶ The dis ci ples went and did as  Jesus had in struct ed them. ⁷ They  brought 
the don key and the colt and  placed  their  cloaks on them for  Jesus to sit on. ⁸ A 
very  large  crowd  spread  their  cloaks on the road,  while oth ers cut branch es 
from the  trees and  spread them on the road. ⁹ The  crowds that went  ahead of 
him and  those that fol lowed shout ed,

  “Hosanna b to the Son of David!”

  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” c

  “Hosanna b in the highest heaven!”

¹⁰ When  Jesus en tered Je ru sa lem, the  whole city was  stirred and  asked, 
“Who is this?”

¹¹ The  crowds an swered, “This is  Jesus, the proph et from Naz a reth in Gal i lee.”

 Jesus at the Temple
¹²  Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts and  drove out all who were buy ing and 

sell ing  there. He over turned the ta bles of the mon ey chang ers and the bench-
es of  those sell ing  doves. ¹³ “It is writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My  house will be 
 called a  house of  prayer,’ d but you are mak ing it ‘a den of rob bers.’ e ”

¹⁴ The  blind and the lame came to him at the tem ple, and he  healed them. 
¹⁵ But when the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law saw the won der ful 
 things he did and the chil dren shout ing in the tem ple  courts, “Ho san na to the 
Son of Da vid,” they were in dig nant.

¹⁶ “Do you hear what  these chil dren are say ing?” they  asked him.
“Yes,” re plied  Jesus, “have you nev er read,

  “ ‘From the lips of children and infants
  you, Lord, have called forth your praise’ f ?”

¹⁷ And he left them and went out of the city to Beth a ny,  where he  spent the 
night.

 Jesus Curses a Fig Tree
¹⁸ Ear ly in the morn ing, as  Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was 

hun gry. ¹⁹ See ing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but  found noth ing on 

a 5 Zech. 9:9    b 9 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation 
of praise; also in verse 15    c 9 Psalm 118:25,26    d 13 Isaiah 56:7    e 13 Jer. 7:11    
f 16 Psalm 8:2 (see Septuagint)    
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MATTHEW 21:1 – 11

 JESUS COMES TO JERUSALEM AS KING

 Jesus’ coming to Jerusalem riding on a donkey, to the accolades and praise of the gath-
ered crowd, fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies of  Jesus as King. Isaiah 62:11 calls for 
“Daughter Zion” to watch for this King, and Zechariah 9:9 depicts the King “lowly and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” While most royal processions feature 
incredible extravagance,  Jesus humbly entered town on a simple donkey. While horses were 
ridden during times of war, rulers rode donkeys during times of peace as a sign of humility 
toward the people (1Ki 1:38 – 40). Here,  Jesus exemplified the peaceful return of a king to 
Jerusalem. By riding on a donkey, he showed that he came to bring grace and not judgment. 
Also, it is significant that  Jesus rode a colt, which is a young and untrained donkey. Normally, 
it would be incredibly difficult for someone to ride an unbroken animal through a crowded 
and chaotic scene with an unfamiliar burden on its back. But this was  Jesus, Creator of the 
world!

This scene was nothing less than a royal procession (2Ki 9:13), yet up until this point, 
 Jesus had consistently avoided such displays (Mt 8:4; 9:30; 12:16). However, he was now 
ready to present himself publicly as the Messiah and King. This was  Jesus’ last trip to Jerusa-
lem, and he chose to enter in such a way as to leave no doubt that he was the promised Mes-
siah who had come to save the nation. No one in the city could possibly miss the procession 
or the prophecy-fulfilling reference  Jesus’ entry conveyed.



it ex cept  leaves. Then he said to it, “May you nev er bear  fruit  again!” Im me-
di ate ly the tree with ered.

²⁰ When the dis ci ples saw this, they were  amazed. “How did the fig tree 
with er so quick ly?” they asked.

²¹  Jesus re plied, “Tru ly I tell you, if you have  faith and do not  doubt, not 
only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this 
moun tain, ‘Go,  throw your self into the sea,’ and it will be done. ²² If you be-
lieve, you will re ceive what ev er you ask for in prayer.”

The Authority of  Jesus Questioned
²³  Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts, and,  while he was teach ing, the  chief 

 priests and the el ders of the peo ple came to him. “By what au thor i ty are you 
do ing  these  things?” they  asked. “And who gave you this au thor i ty?”

²⁴  Jesus re plied, “I will also ask you one ques tion. If you an swer me, I will 
tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these  things. ²⁵ John’s bap tism —   where 
did it come from? Was it from heav en, or of hu man or i gin?”

They dis cussed it  among them selves and said, “If we say, ‘From heav en,’ 
he will ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be lieve him?’ ²⁶ But if we say, ‘Of hu man or-
i gin’ —  we are  afraid of the peo ple, for they all hold that John was a proph et.”

²⁷ So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t know.”
Then he said, “Nei ther will I tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these 

things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
²⁸ “What do you  think?  There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 

 first and said, ‘Son, go and work to day in the vine yard.’
²⁹ “ ‘I will not,’ he an swered, but lat er he  changed his mind and went.
³⁰ “Then the fa ther went to the oth er son and said the same  thing. He an-

swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
³¹ “Which of the two did what his fa ther want ed?”
“The  first,” they an swered.
 Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, the tax col lec tors and the pros ti tutes 

are en ter ing the king dom of God  ahead of you. ³² For John came to you to 
show you the way of righ teous ness, and you did not be lieve him, but the tax 
col lec tors and the pros ti tutes did. And even af ter you saw this, you did not 
re pent and be lieve him.

The Parable of the Tenants
³³ “Lis ten to an oth er par a ble:  There was a land own er who plant ed a vine-

yard. He put a wall  around it, dug a wine press in it and  built a watch tow er. 
Then he rent ed the vine yard to some farm ers and  moved to an oth er  place. 
³⁴ When the har vest time ap proached, he sent his ser vants to the ten ants to 
col lect his fruit.

³⁵ “The ten ants  seized his ser vants; they beat one,  killed an oth er, and 
 stoned a  third. ³⁶ Then he sent oth er ser vants to them, more than the  first 
time, and the ten ants treat ed them the same way. ³⁷ Last of all, he sent his son 
to them. ‘They will re spect my son,’ he said.

³⁸ “But when the ten ants saw the son, they said to each oth er, ‘This is the 
heir. Come,  let’s kill him and take his in her i tance.’ ³⁹ So they took him and 
 threw him out of the vine yard and  killed him.

⁴⁰ “There fore, when the own er of the vine yard  comes, what will he do to 
 those ten ants?”

⁴¹ “He will  bring  those wretch es to a wretch ed end,” they re plied, “and he 
will rent the vine yard to oth er ten ants, who will give him his  share of the crop 
at har vest time.”

⁴²  Jesus said to them, “Have you nev er read in the Scrip tures:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
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  the Lord has done this,
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’ a ?

⁴³ “There fore I tell you that the king dom of God will be tak en away from 
you and giv en to a peo ple who will pro duce its  fruit. ⁴⁴ Any one who  falls on 
this  stone will be bro ken to piec es; any one on whom it  falls will be crushed.” b

⁴⁵ When the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees  heard  Jesus’ par a bles, they 
knew he was talk ing  about them. ⁴⁶ They  looked for a way to ar rest him, but 
they were  afraid of the  crowd be cause the peo ple held that he was a proph et.

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

22  Jesus  spoke to them  again in par a bles, say ing: ² “The king dom of heav-
en is like a king who pre pared a wed ding ban quet for his son. ³ He sent 

his ser vants to  those who had been in vit ed to the ban quet to tell them to 
come, but they re fused to come.

⁴ “Then he sent some more ser vants and said, ‘Tell  those who have been in-
vit ed that I have pre pared my din ner: My oxen and fat tened cat tle have been 
butch ered, and ev ery thing is  ready. Come to the wed ding ban quet.’

⁵ “But they paid no at ten tion and went off —  one to his  field, an oth er to 
his busi ness. ⁶ The rest  seized his ser vants, mis treat ed them and  killed them. 
⁷ The king was en raged. He sent his army and de stroyed  those mur der ers and 
 burned  their city.

⁸ “Then he said to his ser vants, ‘The wed ding ban quet is  ready, but  those 
I in vit ed did not de serve to come. ⁹ So go to the  street cor ners and in vite to 
the ban quet any one you find.’ ¹⁰ So the ser vants went out into the  streets and 
gath ered all the peo ple they  could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wed ding hall was  filled with guests.

¹¹ “But when the king came in to see the  guests, he no ticed a man  there who 
was not wear ing wed ding  clothes. ¹² He  asked, ‘How did you get in here with-
out wed ding  clothes, friend?’ The man was speech less.

¹³ “Then the king told the at ten dants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and  throw 
him out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing 
of teeth.’

¹⁴ “For many are in vit ed, but few are cho sen.”

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar
¹⁵ Then the Phar i sees went out and laid  plans to trap him in his  words. 

¹⁶ They sent  their dis ci ples to him  along with the He ro di ans. “Teach er,” they 
said, “we know that you are a man of in teg ri ty and that you  teach the way of 
God in ac cor dance with the  truth. You  aren’t  swayed by oth ers, be cause you 
pay no at ten tion to who they are. ¹⁷ Tell us then, what is your opin ion? Is it 
 right to pay the im pe ri al tax c to Cae sar or not?”

¹⁸ But  Jesus, know ing  their evil in tent, said, “You hyp o crites, why are you 
try ing to trap me? ¹⁹ Show me the coin used for pay ing the tax.” They  brought 
him a de nar i us, ²⁰ and he  asked them, “Whose im age is this? And  whose in-
scrip tion?”

²¹ “Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Cae sar what is Cae sar’s, and to God 

what is God’s.”
²² When they  heard this, they were  amazed. So they left him and went away.

Marriage at the Resurrection
²³ That same day the Sad du cees, who say  there is no res ur rec tion, came 

to him with a ques tion. ²⁴ “Teach er,” they said, “Mo ses told us that if a man 
dies with out hav ing chil dren, his broth er must mar ry the wid ow and  raise up 
off spring for him. ²⁵ Now  there were sev en broth ers  among us. The  first one 
mar ried and died, and  since he had no chil dren, he left his wife to his broth er. 
²⁶ The same  thing hap pened to the sec ond and  third broth er,  right on down to 

a 42 Psalm 118:22,23    b 44 Some manuscripts do not have verse 44.    c 17 A special tax 
levied on subject peoples, not on Roman citizens    

MATTHEW 22:1 – 14

THE WEDDING FEAST
When families planned Jewish wed-
dings, they sent out two invitations 
(similar to our “save-the-date” 
mailings that sometimes come be-
fore the actual invitation). In this in-
stance, the first invitation portrays 
the ministry of John the Baptist. He 
told people to repent and prepare, 
for the kingdom of God was coming 
(Mt 3:2). The indifferent response 
describes Israel —  specifically, the 
religious authorities —  at the time 
of  Jesus’ earthly ministry. They ig-
nored John’s call to repent, and they 
opposed the arrival of the second 
invitation as well in the ministry of 
 Jesus. But God is in the business 
of drawing people to himself, so 
the king in the story still instructs 
his servants to invite others to at-
tend his wedding. Those who ac-
cept these gracious invitations and 
are truly prepared to engage in this 
banquet as citizens of the kingdom 
(which the religious leaders were 
not, 22:11 – 13) are welcomed in. 
The point of this parable is to por-
tray how God shows grace in ex-
tending invitations to his kingdom 
while at the same time mandating 
requirements for entrance.
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MATTHEW 23:1 – 39

HYPOCRISY
Throughout his ministry,  Jesus 
consistently confronted hypocrisy, 
especially in the Jewish religious 
leaders of his day. Chapter 23 in-
cludes  Jesus’ angry condemnation 
of those who were much more con-
cerned about securing their power 
base than they were about bringing 
their followers closer to God. The 
rules that they forced on others were 
man-made responses to their study 
of the law, and while they required 
strict adherence to those rules, they 
themselves did not practice what 
they preached (v.  4). Notice the 
language with which the perfect, 
sinless Son of God addressed them: 
lazy (v. 4), prideful (v. 6), hypocrites 
(vv. 25,27,29), blind (v. 26), “full of 
hypocrisy and wickedness” (v. 28), 
deluded (v. 30), self-incriminating 
(v.  31), hell-bound vipers (v.  33), 
murderers (v. 34), and condemned 
because of their blood-guilt (v. 35). 
 Jesus’ righteous indignation burned 
against these self-important men 
who were leading others astray. 
Their devotion was not to God but 
to a set of rules they held over the 
people beneath them, and  Jesus was 
not shy to point out the contradic-
tion that manifested itself in their 
daily lives. In contrast,  Jesus lived 
without any misalignment between 
his heart and his actions. He lived 
with perfect integrity in service to 
God, and believers are called to 
desire to be like him and share his 
mindset (1Co 2:16).

the sev enth. ²⁷ Fi nal ly, the wom an died. ²⁸ Now then, at the res ur rec tion,  whose 
wife will she be of the sev en,  since all of them were mar ried to her?”

²⁹  Jesus re plied, “You are in er ror be cause you do not know the Scrip tures 
or the pow er of God. ³⁰ At the res ur rec tion peo ple will nei ther mar ry nor be 
giv en in mar riage; they will be like the an gels in heav en. ³¹ But  about the res-
ur rec tion of the dead —  have you not read what God said to you, ³² ‘I am the 
God of Abra ham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of Ja cob’ a ? He is not the God 
of the dead but of the liv ing.”

³³ When the  crowds  heard this, they were as ton ished at his teach ing.

The Greatest Commandment
³⁴ Hear ing that  Jesus had si lenced the Sad du cees, the Phar i sees got to-

geth er. ³⁵ One of them, an ex pert in the law, test ed him with this ques tion: 
³⁶ “Teach er,  which is the great est com mand ment in the Law?”

³⁷  Jesus re plied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ b ³⁸ This is the  first and great est com mand-
ment. ³⁹ And the sec ond is like it: ‘Love your neigh bor as your self.’ c ⁴⁰ All the 
Law and the Proph ets hang on  these two com mand ments.”

Whose Son Is the Messiah?
⁴¹ While the Phar i sees were gath ered to geth er,  Jesus  asked them, ⁴² “What 

do you  think  about the Mes si ah?  Whose son is he?”
“The son of Da vid,” they re plied.
⁴³ He said to them, “How is it then that Da vid, speak ing by the Spir it,  calls 

him ‘Lord’? For he says,

 ⁴⁴ “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your feet.” ’ d

⁴⁵ If then Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” ⁴⁶ No one  could say a 
word in re ply, and from that day on no one  dared to ask him any more ques-
tions.

A Warning Against Hypocrisy

23 Then  Jesus said to the  crowds and to his dis ci ples: ² “The teach ers of the 
law and the Phar i sees sit in Mo ses’ seat. ³ So you must be care ful to do 

ev ery thing they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not prac tice 
what they  preach. ⁴ They tie up  heavy, cum ber some  loads and put them on 
oth er peo ple’s shoul ders, but they them selves are not will ing to lift a fin ger 
to move them.

⁵ “Ev ery thing they do is done for peo ple to see: They make  their phy lac ter-
ies e wide and the tas sels on  their gar ments long; ⁶ they love the  place of hon or 
at ban quets and the most im por tant  seats in the syn a gogues; ⁷ they love to be 
greet ed with re spect in the mar ket plac es and to be called ‘Rab bi’ by others.

⁸ “But you are not to be  called ‘Rab bi,’ for you have one  Teach er, and you 
are all broth ers. ⁹ And do not call any one on  earth ‘fa ther,’ for you have one 
Fa ther, and he is in heav en. ¹⁰ Nor are you to be  called in struc tors, for you have 
one In struc tor, the Mes si ah. ¹¹ The great est  among you will be your ser vant. 
¹² For  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those who hum ble 
them selves will be ex alt ed.

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
¹³ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You shut 

the door of the king dom of heav en in peo ple’s fac es. You your selves do not 
en ter, nor will you let  those en ter who are try ing to. [¹⁴] f

a 32 Exodus 3:6    b 37 Deut. 6:5    c 39 Lev. 19:18    d 44 Psalm 110:1    e 5 That is, 
boxes containing Scripture verses, worn on forehead and arm    f 14 Some manuscripts 
include here words similar to Mark 12:40 and Luke 20:47.    
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MATTHEW 
24:1 – 14,36 – 42

THE SECOND COMING 
(PART 1)

Here  Jesus described the second 
coming by using symbolic lan-
guage. While these words and vari-
ous proposed timelines have been 
interpreted differently by committed 
Christians over the centuries, we 
do know that  Jesus’ second com-
ing will be preceded by persecution 
and opposition (vv. 9 – 10), marked 
by false prophets claiming to be the 
Messiah (v.  5), and will include a 
time of testing for believers whose 
persistence and commitment will be 
rewarded (v. 14). Above all, the sec-
ond coming of Christ will be sudden 
(v.  36). Altogether,  Jesus made it 
clear that there will be no mistaking 
the second coming when it happens, 
and it is important for his followers 
to be prepared, each and every day, 
for that day.

¹⁵ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You trav el 
over land and sea to win a sin gle con vert, and when you have suc ceed ed, you 
make them  twice as much a  child of hell as you are.

¹⁶ “Woe to you,  blind  guides! You say, ‘If any one  swears by the tem ple, it 
 means noth ing; but any one who  swears by the gold of the tem ple is  bound 
by that oath.’ ¹⁷ You  blind  fools!  Which is great er: the gold, or the tem ple that 
 makes the gold sa cred? ¹⁸ You also say, ‘If any one  swears by the al tar, it  means 
noth ing; but any one who  swears by the gift on the al tar is  bound by that 
oath.’ ¹⁹ You  blind men!  Which is great er: the gift, or the al tar that  makes the 
gift sa cred? ²⁰ There fore, any one who  swears by the al tar  swears by it and by 
ev ery thing on it. ²¹ And any one who  swears by the tem ple  swears by it and by 
the one who  dwells in it. ²² And any one who  swears by heav en  swears by  God’s 
 throne and by the one who sits on it.

²³ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You give a 
 tenth of your spic es —  mint, dill and cum in. But you have ne glect ed the more 
im por tant mat ters of the law —  jus tice, mer cy and faith ful ness. You  should 
have prac ticed the lat ter, with out ne glect ing the for mer. ²⁴ You  blind  guides! 
You  strain out a gnat but swal low a cam el.

²⁵ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You  clean 
the out side of the cup and dish, but in side they are full of  greed and self- 
indul gence. ²⁶ Blind Phar i see!  First  clean the in side of the cup and dish, and 
then the out side also will be clean.

²⁷ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You are 
like white washed  tombs,  which look beau ti ful on the out side but on the in-
side are full of the  bones of the dead and ev ery thing un clean. ²⁸ In the same 
way, on the out side you ap pear to peo ple as righ teous but on the in side you 
are full of hy poc ri sy and wick ed ness.

²⁹ “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You  build 
 tombs for the proph ets and dec o rate the  graves of the righ teous. ³⁰ And you 
say, ‘If we had  lived in the days of our an ces tors, we  would not have tak en 
part with them in shed ding the  blood of the proph ets.’ ³¹ So you tes ti fy  against 
your selves that you are the de scen dants of  those who mur dered the proph ets. 
³² Go ahead, then, and com plete what your an ces tors started!

³³ “You  snakes! You  brood of vi pers! How will you es cape be ing con demned 
to hell? ³⁴ There fore I am send ing you proph ets and  sages and teach ers. Some 
of them you will kill and cru ci fy; oth ers you will flog in your syn a gogues and 
pur sue from town to town. ³⁵ And so upon you will come all the righ teous 
 blood that has been shed on  earth, from the  blood of righ teous Abel to the 
 blood of Zech a ri ah son of Ber e ki ah, whom you mur dered be tween the tem ple 
and the al tar. ³⁶ Tru ly I tell you, all this will come on this gen er a tion.

³⁷ “Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent to 
you, how of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen gath-
ers her  chicks un der her  wings, and you were not will ing. ³⁸ Look, your  house 
is left to you des o late. ³⁹ For I tell you, you will not see me  again un til you say, 
‘Blessed is he who  comes in the name of the Lord.’ a ”

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times

24  Jesus left the tem ple and was walk ing away when his dis ci ples came 
up to him to call his at ten tion to its build ings. ² “Do you see all  these 

 things?” he  asked. “Tru ly I tell you, not one  stone here will be left on an oth er; 
ev ery one will be  thrown down.”

³ As  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount of Ol ives, the dis ci ples came to him pri-
vate ly. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this hap pen, and what will be the sign 
of your com ing and of the end of the age?”

⁴  Jesus an swered: “Watch out that no one de ceives you. ⁵ For many will come 
in my name, claim ing, ‘I am the Mes si ah,’ and will de ceive many. ⁶ You will 
hear of wars and ru mors of wars, but see to it that you are not  alarmed. Such 
 things must hap pen, but the end is  still to come. ⁷ Na tion will rise  against 

a 39 Psalm 118:26    
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 na tion, and king dom  against king dom.  There will be fam ines and earth-
quakes in var i ous plac es. ⁸ All  these are the be gin ning of  birth pains.

⁹ “Then you will be hand ed over to be per se cut ed and put to  death, and you 
will be hat ed by all na tions be cause of me. ¹⁰ At that time many will turn away 
from the  faith and will be tray and hate each oth er, ¹¹ and many  false proph ets 
will ap pear and de ceive many peo ple. ¹² Be cause of the in crease of wick ed ness, 
the love of most will grow cold, ¹³ but the one who  stands firm to the end will 
be  saved. ¹⁴ And this gos pel of the king dom will be  preached in the  whole 
 world as a tes ti mo ny to all na tions, and then the end will come.

¹⁵ “So when you see stand ing in the holy  place ‘the abom i na tion that caus es 
des o la tion,’ a spo ken of  through the proph et Dan iel —  let the read er un der-
stand —   ¹⁶ then let  those who are in Ju dea flee to the moun tains. ¹⁷ Let no one 
on the house top go down to take any thing out of the  house. ¹⁸ Let no one in 
the  field go back to get  their  cloak. ¹⁹ How dread ful it will be in  those days for 
preg nant wom en and nurs ing moth ers! ²⁰ Pray that your  flight will not take 
 place in win ter or on the Sab bath. ²¹ For then  there will be  great dis tress, un-
equaled from the be gin ning of the  world un til now —  and nev er to be  equaled 
 again.

²² “If  those days had not been cut  short, no one  would sur vive, but for the 
sake of the  elect  those days will be short ened. ²³ At that time if any one says to 
you, ‘Look, here is the Mes si ah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not be lieve it. ²⁴ For  false 
mes si ahs and  false proph ets will ap pear and per form  great  signs and won ders 
to de ceive, if pos si ble, even the  elect. ²⁵ See, I have told you  ahead of time.

²⁶ “So if any one  tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wil der ness,’ do not go out; 
or, ‘Here he is, in the in ner  rooms,’ do not be lieve it. ²⁷ For as light ning that 
 comes from the east is vis i ble even in the west, so will be the com ing of the 
Son of Man. ²⁸ Wher ev er  there is a car cass,  there the vul tures will gath er.

²⁹ “Im me di ate ly af ter the dis tress of  those days

  “ ‘the sun will be darkened,
  and the moon will not give its light;
  the stars will fall from the sky,
  and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ b

³⁰ “Then will ap pear the sign of the Son of Man in heav en. And then all the 
peo ples of the  earth c will  mourn when they see the Son of Man com ing on the 
 clouds of heav en, with pow er and  great glo ry. d ³¹ And he will send his an gels 
with a loud trum pet call, and they will gath er his  elect from the four  winds, 
from one end of the heav ens to the oth er.

³² “Now  learn this les son from the fig tree: As soon as its  twigs get ten der 
and its  leaves come out, you know that sum mer is near. ³³ Even so, when you 
see all  these  things, you know that it e is near,  right at the door. ³⁴ Tru ly I tell 
you, this gen er a tion will cer tain ly not pass away un til all  these  things have 
hap pened. ³⁵ Heav en and  earth will pass away, but my  words will nev er pass 
away.

The Day and Hour Unknown
³⁶ “But  about that day or hour no one  knows, not even the an gels in heav en, 

nor the Son, f but only the Fa ther. ³⁷ As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at 
the com ing of the Son of Man. ³⁸ For in the days be fore the  flood, peo ple were 
eat ing and drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage, up to the day Noah 
en tered the ark; ³⁹ and they knew noth ing  about what  would hap pen un til 
the  flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the com ing 
of the Son of Man. ⁴⁰ Two men will be in the  field; one will be tak en and the 
oth er left. ⁴¹ Two wom en will be grind ing with a hand mill; one will be tak en 
and the oth er left.

⁴² “There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come. ⁴³ But un der stand this: If the own er of the  house had  known at 

a 15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11    b 29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4    c 30 Or the tribes of the land    
d 30 See Daniel 7:13-14.    e 33 Or he    f 36 Some manuscripts do not have nor the Son.    
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what time of  night the  thief was com ing, he  would have kept  watch and  would 
not have let his  house be bro ken into. ⁴⁴ So you also must be  ready, be cause the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.

⁴⁵ “Who then is the faith ful and wise ser vant, whom the mas ter has put in 
 charge of the ser vants in his house hold to give them  their food at the prop er 
time? ⁴⁶ It will be good for that ser vant  whose mas ter  finds him do ing so when 
he re turns. ⁴⁷ Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in  charge of all his pos ses sions. 
⁴⁸ But sup pose that ser vant is wick ed and says to him self, ‘My mas ter is stay ing 
away a long time,’ ⁴⁹ and he then be gins to beat his fel low ser vants and to eat 
and  drink with drunk ards. ⁵⁰ The mas ter of that ser vant will come on a day 
when he does not ex pect him and at an hour he is not  aware of. ⁵¹ He will cut 
him to piec es and as sign him a  place with the hyp o crites,  where  there will be 
weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “At that time the king dom of heav en will be like ten vir gins who took 
 their  lamps and went out to meet the bride groom. ² Five of them were 

fool ish and five were wise. ³ The fool ish ones took  their  lamps but did not 
take any oil with them. ⁴ The wise ones, how ev er, took oil in jars  along with 
 their  lamps. ⁵ The bride groom was a long time in com ing, and they all be came 
 drowsy and fell asleep.

⁶ “At mid night the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bride groom! Come out to meet 
him!’

⁷ “Then all the vir gins woke up and  trimmed  their  lamps. ⁸ The fool ish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our  lamps are go ing out.’

⁹ “ ‘No,’ they re plied, ‘there may not be  enough for both us and you. In stead, 
go to  those who sell oil and buy some for your selves.’

¹⁰ “But  while they were on  their way to buy the oil, the bride groom ar rived. 
The vir gins who were  ready went in with him to the wed ding ban quet. And 
the door was shut.

¹¹ “Lat er the oth ers also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
¹² “But he re plied, ‘Tru ly I tell you, I  don’t know you.’
¹³ “There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know the day or the hour.

The Parable of the Bags of Gold
¹⁴ “Again, it will be like a man go ing on a jour ney, who  called his ser vants 

and en trust ed his  wealth to them. ¹⁵ To one he gave five bags of gold, to an-
oth er two bags, and to an oth er one bag, a each ac cord ing to his abil i ty. Then 
he went on his jour ney. ¹⁶ The man who had re ceived five bags of gold went at 
once and put his mon ey to work and  gained five bags more. ¹⁷ So also, the one 
with two bags of gold  gained two more. ¹⁸ But the man who had re ceived one 
bag went off, dug a hole in the  ground and hid his mas ter’s mon ey.

¹⁹ “Af ter a long time the mas ter of  those ser vants re turned and set tled ac-
counts with them. ²⁰ The man who had re ceived five bags of gold  brought the 
oth er five. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en trust ed me with five bags of gold. See, I 
have  gained five more.’

²¹ “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have been 
faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

²² “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en trust-
ed me with two bags of gold; see, I have  gained two more.’

²³ “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have been 
faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

²⁴ “Then the man who had re ceived one bag of gold came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man, har vest ing  where you have not sown and 

a 15 Greek five talents . . . two talents . . . one talent; also throughout this parable; a talent 
was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wage.    

MATTHEW 25:1 – 46

THE SECOND COMING 
(PART 2)

The final section of this discourse 
involves judgment, which is not a 
new theme in the Gospel of Mat-
thew (3:12; 6:2; 13:30; 18:23 – 35; 
21:33 – 43; 22:1 – 14). Because 
Matthew spent a significant portion 
of his Gospel focusing on the com-
ing of the kingdom, he also needed 
to discuss the judgment that comes 
with it. In the first two parables in 
this chapter,  Jesus spoke about the 
judgment that will come upon those 
who are not prepared for his return, 
and in the last parable he focuses 
on all of the nations of the earth. To 
fully understand  Jesus, it is impor-
tant to see not only his love but also 
the reality that his coming will be 
accompanied by judgment. With the 
opportunity for people to accept his 
sacrifice and the grace and forgive-
ness that come with it, there also is 
an opportunity for people to reject 
that same sacrifice.  Jesus came so 
that those who love God may devote 
their lives to following him, but his 
offer has another side: judgment on 
those who willfully choose to turn 
their backs on God.
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gath er ing  where you have not scat tered seed. ²⁵ So I was  afraid and went out 
and hid your gold in the  ground. See, here is what be longs to you.’

²⁶ “His mas ter re plied, ‘You wick ed, lazy ser vant! So you knew that I har vest 
 where I have not sown and gath er  where I have not scat tered seed? ²⁷ Well 
then, you  should have put my mon ey on de pos it with the bank ers, so that 
when I re turned I  would have re ceived it back with in ter est.

²⁸ “ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten 
bags. ²⁹ For who ever has will be giv en more, and they will have an abun dance. 
Who ever does not have, even what they have will be tak en from them. ³⁰ And 
 throw that worth less ser vant out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be 
weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.’

The Sheep and the Goats
³¹ “When the Son of Man  comes in his glo ry, and all the an gels with him, he 

will sit on his glo ri ous  throne. ³² All the na tions will be gath ered be fore him, 
and he will sep a rate the peo ple one from an oth er as a shep herd sep a rates 
the  sheep from the  goats. ³³ He will put the  sheep on his  right and the  goats 
on his left.

³⁴ “Then the King will say to  those on his  right, ‘Come, you who are  blessed 
by my Fa ther; take your in her i tance, the king dom pre pared for you  since the 
cre a tion of the  world. ³⁵ For I was hun gry and you gave me some thing to eat, I 
was  thirsty and you gave me some thing to  drink, I was a strang er and you in-
vit ed me in, ³⁶ I need ed  clothes and you  clothed me, I was sick and you  looked 
af ter me, I was in pris on and you came to vis it me.’

³⁷ “Then the righ teous will an swer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry 
and feed you, or  thirsty and give you some thing to  drink? ³⁸ When did we see 
you a strang er and in vite you in, or need ing  clothes and  clothe you? ³⁹ When 
did we see you sick or in pris on and go to vis it you?’

⁴⁰ “The King will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did for one of the  least 
of  these broth ers and sis ters of mine, you did for me.’

⁴¹ “Then he will say to  those on his left, ‘De part from me, you who are 
 cursed, into the eter nal fire pre pared for the dev il and his an gels. ⁴² For I was 
hun gry and you gave me noth ing to eat, I was  thirsty and you gave me noth-
ing to  drink, ⁴³ I was a strang er and you did not in vite me in, I need ed  clothes 
and you did not  clothe me, I was sick and in pris on and you did not look af-
ter me.’

⁴⁴ “They also will an swer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry or  thirsty or a 
strang er or need ing  clothes or sick or in pris on, and did not help you?’

⁴⁵ “He will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did not do for one of the 
 least of  these, you did not do for me.’

⁴⁶ “Then they will go away to eter nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous to eter-
nal life.”

The Plot Against  Jesus

26 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all  these  things, he said to his dis ci ples, 
² “As you know, the Pass over is two days away —  and the Son of Man will 

be hand ed over to be cru ci fied.”
³ Then the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple as sem bled in the pal-

ace of the high  priest,  whose name was Ca ia phas, ⁴ and they  schemed to ar rest 
 Jesus se cret ly and kill him. ⁵ “But not dur ing the fes ti val,” they said, “or  there 
may be a riot  among the peo ple.”

 Jesus Anointed at Bethany
⁶ While  Jesus was in Beth a ny in the home of Si mon the Lep er, ⁷ a wom-

an came to him with an al a bas ter jar of very ex pen sive per fume,  which she 
 poured on his head as he was re clin ing at the ta ble.

⁸ When the dis ci ples saw this, they were in dig nant. “Why this  waste?” they 
 asked. ⁹ “This per fume  could have been sold at a high  price and the mon ey 
giv en to the poor.”

¹⁰ Aware of this,  Jesus said to them, “Why are you both er ing this wom an? 
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She has done a beau ti ful  thing to me. ¹¹ The poor you will al ways have with 
you, a but you will not al ways have me. ¹² When she  poured this per fume on 
my body, she did it to pre pare me for buri al. ¹³ Tru ly I tell you, wher ev er this 
gos pel is  preached through out the  world, what she has done will also be told, 
in mem o ry of her.”

Judas Agrees to Betray  Jesus
¹⁴ Then one of the  Twelve —  the one  called Ju das Is car i ot —  went to the 

 chief  priests ¹⁵ and  asked, “What are you will ing to give me if I de liv er him 
over to you?” So they count ed out for him thir ty piec es of sil ver. ¹⁶ From then 
on Ju das  watched for an op por tu ni ty to hand him over.

The Last Supper
¹⁷ On the  first day of the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread, the dis ci ples came 

to  Jesus and  asked, “Where do you want us to make prep a ra tions for you to 
eat the Pass over?”

¹⁸ He re plied, “Go into the city to a cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teach er 
says: My ap point ed time is near. I am go ing to cel e brate the Pass over with my 
dis ci ples at your  house.’ ” ¹⁹ So the dis ci ples did as  Jesus had di rect ed them and 
pre pared the Pass over.

²⁰ When eve ning came,  Jesus was re clin ing at the ta ble with the  Twelve. 
²¹ And  while they were eat ing, he said, “Tru ly I tell you, one of you will be-
tray me.”

²² They were very sad and be gan to say to him one af ter the oth er, “Sure ly 
you don’t mean me, Lord?”

²³  Jesus re plied, “The one who has  dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will be tray me. ²⁴ The Son of Man will go just as it is writ ten  about him. But 
woe to that man who be trays the Son of Man! It  would be bet ter for him if he 
had not been born.”

²⁵ Then Ju das, the one who  would be tray him, said, “Sure ly you don’t mean 
me, Rab bi?”

 Jesus an swered, “You have said so.”
²⁶ While they were eat ing,  Jesus took  bread, and when he had giv en  thanks, 

he  broke it and gave it to his dis ci ples, say ing, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
²⁷ Then he took a cup, and when he had giv en  thanks, he gave it to them, 

say ing, “Drink from it, all of you. ²⁸ This is my  blood of the b cov enant,  which 
is  poured out for many for the for give ness of sins. ²⁹ I tell you, I will not  drink 
from this  fruit of the vine from now on un til that day when I  drink it new with 
you in my Fa ther’s king dom.”

³⁰ When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the  Mount of Ol ives.

 Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
³¹ Then  Jesus told them, “This very  night you will all fall away on ac count 

of me, for it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will strike the shepherd,
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ c

³² But af ter I have ris en, I will go  ahead of you into Gal i lee.”
³³ Pe ter re plied, “Even if all fall away on ac count of you, I nev er will.”
³⁴ “Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus an swered, “this very  night, be fore the roost er 

 crows, you will dis own me  three times.”
³⁵ But Pe ter de clared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will nev er dis own 

you.” And all the oth er dis ci ples said the same.

Gethsemane
³⁶ Then  Jesus went with his dis ci ples to a  place  called Geth sem a ne, and he 

said to them, “Sit here  while I go over  there and pray.” ³⁷ He took Pe ter and 

a 11 See Deut. 15:11.    b 28 Some manuscripts the new    c 31 Zech. 13:7    
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MATTHEW 26:14 – 35

OLD TESTAMENT FULFILLMENTS

The events that led up to the crucifixion of  Jesus directly parallel what was prophesied 
about the Messiah as the Suffering Servant in the Old Testament. But not only did  Jesus 
fulfill Old Testament prophecy; others around  Jesus did as well.

Judas betrayed  Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (v. 14), which was the equivalent to the 
price of a slave (Ex 21:32). Zechariah wrote about this exact price in his Messianic foreshad-
owing (Zec 11:12 – 13). Thirty pieces of silver was not a very large sum of money in that era, 
and in Matthew, Judas’ story provides a stark contrast to the verses preceding his betrayal 
(Mt 26:6 – 13). While Mary went to great expense to anoint  Jesus with precious oil, giving 
to  Jesus what was probably her entire dowry (and therefore her entire future), Judas turned 
against  Jesus for a relatively small price. Great is the cost of devotion, but cheap is the price 
of betrayal.

After the description of Judas’ betrayal, Matthew transitioned to the preparations of 
the Passover meal. The Passover was celebrated in remembrance of God freeing his people 
from Egypt (Nu 9:2). However, for believers,  Jesus completely transformed the way the 
meal was celebrated. It is now in remembrance of God freeing his people from sin and death 
through  Jesus. In honoring old traditions,  Jesus also created new traditions for believers 
to follow today. During this Passover celebration,  Jesus represented the very fulfillment of 
the Passover’s promise of deliverance from sin, ushering in a new covenant to replace the 
old covenant. This new covenant had been promised in the Old Testament multiple times 
( Jer 31:31 – 34; Eze 34:25 – 31; 37:26 – 28), and  Jesus finally fulfilled it.

In addition to Judas and  Jesus, Peter and the rest of the disciples also fulfilled Old Tes-
tament prophecies. While Peter’s denial was a blatant betrayal of  Jesus, it is important to 
remember that Peter was not the only disciple to avoid being associated with  Jesus after his 
arrest. None of the other disciples had the courage to follow  Jesus on that night; they all hid, 
which  Jesus referred to by quoting Zechariah 13:7 (Mt 26:31). After  Jesus’ resurrection, 
ever the Good Shepherd,  Jesus brought his flock back together (28:16 – 20), as he will again 
in the last days (Ac 2:17 – 21).



the two sons of Zeb e dee  along with him, and he be gan to be sor row ful and 
trou bled. ³⁸ Then he said to them, “My soul is over whelmed with sor row to the 
 point of  death. Stay here and keep  watch with me.”

³⁹ Go ing a lit tle far ther, he fell with his face to the  ground and  prayed, “My 
Fa ther, if it is pos si ble, may this cup be tak en from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will.”

⁴⁰ Then he re turned to his dis ci ples and  found them sleep ing. “Couldn’t 
you men keep  watch with me for one hour?” he  asked Pe ter. ⁴¹ “Watch and 
pray so that you will not fall into temp ta tion. The spir it is will ing, but the 
 flesh is weak.”

⁴² He went away a sec ond time and  prayed, “My Fa ther, if it is not pos si ble 
for this cup to be tak en away un less I  drink it, may your will be done.”

⁴³ When he came back, he  again  found them sleep ing, be cause  their eyes 
were  heavy. ⁴⁴ So he left them and went away once more and  prayed the  third 
time, say ing the same thing.

⁴⁵ Then he re turned to the dis ci ples and said to them, “Are you  still sleep ing 
and rest ing? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is de liv ered into the 
 hands of sin ners. ⁴⁶ Rise! Let us go! Here  comes my be tray er!”

 Jesus Arrested
⁴⁷ While he was  still speak ing, Ju das, one of the  Twelve, ar rived. With him 

was a  large  crowd  armed with  swords and  clubs, sent from the  chief  priests 
and the el ders of the peo ple. ⁴⁸ Now the be tray er had ar ranged a sig nal with 
them: “The one I kiss is the man; ar rest him.” ⁴⁹ Go ing at once to  Jesus, Ju das 
said, “Greet ings, Rab bi!” and  kissed him.

⁵⁰  Jesus re plied, “Do what you came for, friend.” a

Then the men  stepped for ward,  seized  Jesus and ar rest ed him. ⁵¹ With that, 
one of  Jesus’ com pan ions  reached for his  sword, drew it out and  struck the 
ser vant of the high  priest, cut ting off his ear.

⁵² “Put your  sword back in its  place,”  Jesus said to him, “for all who draw 
the  sword will die by the  sword. ⁵³ Do you  think I can not call on my Fa ther, 
and he will at once put at my dis pos al more than  twelve le gions of an gels? 
⁵⁴ But how then  would the Scrip tures be ful filled that say it must hap pen in 
this way?”

⁵⁵ In that hour  Jesus said to the  crowd, “Am I lead ing a re bel lion, that you 
have come out with  swords and  clubs to cap ture me? Ev ery day I sat in the 
tem ple  courts teach ing, and you did not ar rest me. ⁵⁶ But this has all tak en 
 place that the writ ings of the proph ets  might be ful filled.” Then all the dis ci-
ples de sert ed him and fled.

 Jesus Before the Sanhedrin
⁵⁷ Those who had ar rest ed  Jesus took him to Ca ia phas the high  priest,  where 

the teach ers of the law and the el ders had as sem bled. ⁵⁸ But Pe ter fol lowed 
him at a dis tance,  right up to the court yard of the high  priest. He en tered and 
sat down with the  guards to see the out come.

⁵⁹ The  chief  priests and the  whole San he drin were look ing for  false ev i-
dence  against  Jesus so that they  could put him to  death. ⁶⁰ But they did not 
find any,  though many  false wit ness es came for ward.

Fi nal ly two came for ward ⁶¹ and de clared, “This fel low said, ‘I am able to 
de stroy the tem ple of God and re build it in  three days.’ ”

⁶² Then the high  priest  stood up and said to  Jesus, “Are you not go ing to 
an swer? What is this tes ti mo ny that  these men are bring ing  against you?” 
⁶³ But  Jesus re mained si lent.

The high  priest said to him, “I  charge you un der oath by the liv ing God: Tell 
us if you are the Mes si ah, the Son of God.”

⁶⁴ “You have said so,”  Jesus re plied. “But I say to all of you: From now on 
you will see the Son of Man sit ting at the  right hand of the  Mighty One and 
com ing on the  clouds of heav en.” b

a 50 Or “Why have you come, friend?”    b 64 See Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13.    

1528  //  MATTHEW 26:38



⁶⁵ Then the high  priest tore his  clothes and said, “He has spo ken blas phe my! 
Why do we need any more wit ness es? Look, now you have  heard the blas phe-
my. ⁶⁶ What do you think?”

“He is wor thy of  death,” they an swered.
⁶⁷ Then they spit in his face and  struck him with  their  fists. Oth ers  slapped 

him ⁶⁸ and said, “Proph e sy to us, Mes si ah. Who hit you?”

Peter Disowns  Jesus
⁶⁹ Now Pe ter was sit ting out in the court yard, and a ser vant girl came to 

him. “You also were with  Jesus of Gal i lee,” she said.
⁷⁰ But he de nied it be fore them all. “I  don’t know what  you’re talk ing 

 about,” he said.
⁷¹ Then he went out to the gate way,  where an oth er ser vant girl saw him and 

said to the peo ple  there, “This fel low was with  Jesus of Naz a reth.”
⁷² He de nied it  again, with an oath: “I  don’t know the man!”
⁷³ Af ter a lit tle  while,  those stand ing  there went up to Pe ter and said, “Sure ly 

you are one of them; your ac cent  gives you away.”
⁷⁴ Then he be gan to call down curs es, and he  swore to them, “I  don’t know 

the man!”
Im me di ate ly a roost er  crowed. ⁷⁵ Then Pe ter re mem bered the word  Jesus 

had spo ken: “Be fore the roost er  crows, you will dis own me  three  times.” And 
he went out side and wept bit ter ly.

Judas Hangs Himself

27 Ear ly in the morn ing, all the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple 
made their plans how to have  Jesus ex e cuted. ² So they  bound him, led 

him away and hand ed him over to Pi late the gov er nor.
³ When Ju das, who had be trayed him, saw that  Jesus was con demned, he 

was  seized with re morse and re turned the thir ty piec es of sil ver to the  chief 
 priests and the el ders. ⁴ “I have  sinned,” he said, “for I have be trayed in no cent 
blood.”

“What is that to us?” they re plied. “That’s your re spon si bil i ty.”
⁵ So Ju das  threw the mon ey into the tem ple and left. Then he went away 

and  hanged him self.
⁶ The  chief  priests  picked up the  coins and said, “It is  against the law to put 

this into the trea sury,  since it is  blood mon ey.” ⁷ So they de cid ed to use the 
mon ey to buy the pot ter’s  field as a buri al  place for for eign ers. ⁸ That is why it 
has been  called the  Field of  Blood to this day. ⁹ Then what was spo ken by Jer e-
mi ah the proph et was ful filled: “They took the thir ty piec es of sil ver, the  price 
set on him by the peo ple of Is ra el, ¹⁰ and they used them to buy the pot ter’s 
 field, as the Lord com mand ed me.” a

 Jesus Before Pilate
¹¹ Mean while  Jesus  stood be fore the gov er nor, and the gov er nor  asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?”
“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
¹² When he was ac cused by the  chief  priests and the el ders, he gave no an-

swer. ¹³ Then Pi late  asked him, “Don’t you hear the tes ti mo ny they are bring-
ing  against you?” ¹⁴ But  Jesus made no re ply, not even to a sin gle  charge —  to 
the  great amaze ment of the gov er nor.

¹⁵ Now it was the gov er nor’s cus tom at the fes ti val to re lease a pris on er cho-
sen by the  crowd. ¹⁶ At that time they had a well- known pris on er  whose name 
was  Jesus b Bar ab bas. ¹⁷ So when the  crowd had gath ered, Pi late  asked them, 
“Which one do you want me to re lease to you:  Jesus Bar ab bas, or  Jesus who 
is  called the Mes si ah?” ¹⁸ For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had 
hand ed  Jesus over to him.

¹⁹ While Pi late was sit ting on the  judge’s seat, his wife sent him this 

a 10 See Zech. 11:12,13; Jer. 19:1-13; 32:6-9.    b 16 Many manuscripts do not have  Jesus;  
also in verse 17.    
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SAVIOR
SEEING IS BELIEVING
 

GOSPELS TO ACTS 1

From the time my four children were very 
young, the legend of Disney World ran wild in 
their heads. Through the magic of cinema, they 
were transported to the magical world of Aren-
delle, where they dreamed of climbing the North 
Mountain. Through storybooks they have been 
“Under the Sea” with Ariel and Flounder. They 
each could see it all in their mind’s eye. How-
ever, the reality was, they had not been there. 
They had only seen Disney through the eyes of 
others, but they had not seen it for themselves.

Then one Christmas, everything changed. We 
surprised them with a trip to Disney. We loaded 
the minivan and off we went. The ten-hour drive 
from our home felt like a thousand. The antici-
pation and excitement were on a whole other 
level. When we arrived, we went straight to meet 
the princesses. What had been only fairytales 
became real when Elsa, Anna, Snow White, 
Belle, and Tiana were standing in front of them. 

The stories had been great. The movies were phe-
nomenal, but when their faith had become sight, 
everything changed. Because seeing is believing.

The ancient Greeks believed that all the deep ques-
tions in the world could be explained in the Logos. 
Heraclitus and Aristotle used the Logos as a foun-
dation in their philosophical works. By the time 
of John’s Gospel the Logos had become the pre-

vailing way of understanding the “higher power” 
that exists. However, John, under the inspiration 
of God, used the opening stanzas of his account 
to shed more light on this Logos. He began by 
acknowledging the eternality of the Logos by say-
ing that it had been from the beginning. Thus, he 
was validating what his audience had understood 
for centuries. However, he then took it further by 
helping them understand that the Logos (word) is 
connected to the Theos (God). In fact, the Logos 
(word) is Theos (God). He was clarifying that the 
Logos is more than a “higher power.” He is more 
than an “all knowing” spirit. The Logos is God.

John was not finished providing clarity. He takes 
his readers into a deeper understanding of who 
the Logos is by saying, “He was with God in the 
beginning” (see Jn 1:1).

Who is this he? Where did he come from? John 
tells us that “in him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind” (1:4). In using the personal 
pronoun, the Gospel writer helps us understand 
that God is not some far-off “being,” unable to 
identify with humanity. No, he has definition 
and is knowable. The Logos has substance and 
character and is not a mysterious force. How-
ever, John had one more significant qualifier to 
add to help his readers understand the identity 
of the Logos. The Logos (Word) became flesh 
and dwelt among us!



The God of the universe who had, up to this 
point in history resided in his celestial home, 
had now taken up residence with humanity on 
earth. What was mystery is now reality. What 
was spirit is now flesh and blood. What had 
been experienced only by faith had now become 
sight. Seeing is believing.

The fact that sets the Christian gospel apart from 
all other belief systems is that “God sent his only 
Son” to earth (see Jn 3:16). Jesus “did not con-
sider equality with God something to be used 
to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness” (Php  2:6–7). 
God, in his grace, sent Jesus to earth so that we 
could see him and therefore believe him. 

God knew that humanity would need to tangi-
bly see him, to experience him, so that we could 
identify with him. He stepped out of cosmic 
glory for 33 years. He walked the earth, living in 
a physical place and time. He had human emo-
tion and was able to identify with humanity’s 
struggles. He modeled what living in the king-
dom of God should look like. Ultimately, he 
stood in humanity’s place. The place where all of 
humankind, because of our sin, deserved to be. 

We have a Savior who was seen and therefore 
can be believed.

Jesus Lived in a Real Time and Place

Our Savior was born in Bethlehem, lived in Naza-
reth, worked in Galilee, died and then rose from 
the grave in Jerusalem. These are real places in the 
Near East Mediterranean region of earth. Anyone 
today can visit these exact sites. You can walk the 
grounds, touch the dirt, and smell the aromas.

A few years ago I had the opportunity to be in 
the Holy Land. While driving along the western 
shore of the Sea of Galilee, we came to the town 
of Magdala. Magdala was the home of Mary 
Magdalene, who played an integral role in Jesus’ 
earthly ministry.

Modern-day Magdala is a small resort commu-
nity north of the town of Tiberias referenced in 
John 6:23 and east of Mount Arbel. In recent 
years, a major archaeological discovery was 
made here. As the ancient ruins of the city were 
uncovered, among the discoveries were many 
homes, a marketplace, and a synagogue. In the 
synagogue a remnant of the mosaic tile floor was 
discovered. The archaeological experts date the 
floor to the time of Jesus, making it highly likely 
that the floor I saw was the same one he walked 
on 2,000 years ago. My faith was bolstered by 
knowing that the stories I read in the Bible 
about Jesus’ encounters with Mary Magdalene 
happened in a real place, a place I could visit. 
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For Christians, throughout the centuries, being 
able to see the places of Jesus’ ministry has pro-
vided a foundation to our beliefs.

Jesus Fulfilled the Old Testament Prophecies 
about Himself

Not only did Jesus live in a real time and place, 
but also the most significant aspects of his min-
istry had been prophesied about in the Old Tes-
tament, thousands of years prior. Many of the 
movements during his 33-year life were foretold 
by the prophets Micah, Zechariah, Isaiah, Mala-
chi, and many others.

The prophet Micah described that the Messiah 
would be born in Bethlehem (Mic 5:2). The 
book of Malachi tells us that a “messenger,” who 
ended up being John the Baptist, would prepare 
the way for Jesus and announce the coming of 
his ministry (Mal 3:1). Zechariah foretells that 
Jesus would be sold out for 30 pieces of silver 
(Zec 11:13). Psalm 22:16–18 tells us that not 
only would Jesus be crucified, but also that his 
robe would be divided.

Imagine, if before you were born, your parents 
wrote a book predicting whom you would marry, 
where you would live, and how many children 
you would have. You would be blown away at 
their ability to correctly guess those handful of 
milestones about your life. However, the reality is, 
even for the people who know you best, it is not 

very likely that they would even get a few things 
right about how your life was going to turn out.

In Jesus’ case, scholars point to the fact that Jesus 
fulfilled over 400 Old Testament prophecies 
about the coming Messiah. Thousands of years 
before he walked the earth, people were foretell-
ing intimate details of his life and ministry. To 
get a few details right might be chalked up to 
coincidence, but to get hundreds right makes it 
a miraculous revelation about the Son of God.

Seeing the prophecies of the Old Testament 
come to fruition gave the early Christians, and 
gives Christians today, the confidence to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Savior.

Jesus Identifies with Us

Our Savior, because he walked the earth as God 
in human flesh, can relate to the joys and strug-
gles that humankind faces. He was not a God 
who only knew about human weakness in theo-
retical terms. He knew about them in practical 
terms because he lived through them. The writer 
of Hebrews says, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weak-
nesses, but we have one who has been tempted 
in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin” 
(Heb 4:15). In Jesus, God came near to his peo-
ple, so he could relate to them in a tangible way.

GOSPELS TO ACTS 1

SAVIOR
1532



Jesus Celebrated

All throughout the New Testament we see 
instances where Jesus displays the humanity in 
his divinity. At the wedding feast at Cana, Jesus 
celebrated. In his divinity, the wedding at Cana 
was Jesus’ first recorded miracle. It is where he 
turned water into choice wine (see Jn 2:10). 
However, in his humanity, Jesus was at this wed-
ding as an invited guest. 

It is not hard to imagine that Jesus had the same 
emotion that anyone has when attending a wed-
ding—joy for the couple. Jesus identifies with 
human celebration.

Jesus Wept

Conversely, Jesus mourned with those who were 
mourning. After Mary and Martha’s brother 
(and Jesus’ friend) died, Jesus was there. He was 
brokenhearted for their agony. He saw their pain, 
and he “wept” ( Jn 11:35) with them. He did not 
rush to fix the problem. (He would get to that 
later.) No, he met Mary and Martha where they 
were. He identified with them in their suffering.

Jesus is not a cosmic overlord who is unable 
to understand the plight of humans. Quite the 
opposite. He can identify with humanity because 
he was human and knows our exact emotions. 
Seeing Jesus put his emotions on display helps us 
believe that empathy for others is possible. 

Jesus Modeled Kingdom Living

Kings do not willingly give up power. They hold 
onto it with everything they have. However, Jesus 
modeled the upside-down nature of God’s king-
dom by living out the reality that the most pow-
erful people are the ones who hold their position 
loosely. He showed that kingdom living is con-
trary to the way humans are inclined to live.

Jesus, though divine, did not wield the power 
of his divinity over humanity. He did the exact 
opposite. He became a servant to humanity by 
taking on its likeness. He literally was willing to 
do anything to serve other humans. He was even 
willing to die for them (see Php 2:6–8).

Jesus modeled kingdom thinking by showing 
that if a person was willing to lose their life for 
another person, then they would be willing to 
do anything for them. On the surface when 
Scripture instructs us, “Bless those who perse-
cute you,” it sounds radical. But it is not radical if 
you were willing to give your life for them. 

Seeing Jesus model the upside nature of the 
kingdom makes us believe that the radical serv-
ing of others is possible. 

Jesus Stood in Our Place

Jesus had to come to earth because, ultimately, 
he would have to physically stand in our place 
through his death on the cross.

1533



(CONTINUED)

In the Old Testament, the way that the  people 
of God restored their relationship to him 
was through a physical sacrifice. The system 
required a blood sacrifice. Saying “I am sorry” 
would not do the trick. No, a living creature 
without blemish had to stand in for the guilty 
party. Blood was the currency of forgiveness.

This is why Jesus had to be both divine and 
human. In his divinity, he would lead a perfect life 
without sin. In his humanity, he would physically 
stand in for sinful humanity. “God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God” (2Co 
5:21). One of the Protestant Reformers said, 
“The Son of God, though spotlessly pure, took 
upon him the disgrace and ignominy of our iniq-
uities, and in return clothes us with his purity.” 

Jesus was our substitute. Theologians use the 
word propitiation to describe what Jesus has 
done on our behalf. However, that is just a big 
word that means Jesus took the place where 
we were meant to stand. Because of our sin, 
we deserved death. We deserved wrath. We 
deserved judgment, but Jesus physically took 
that upon himself. 

Seeing Jesus stand in our place helps us to 
believe that he is our Savior. 

Today, when my kids talk about Disney World, 
they are talking from firsthand experience. They 
are no longer trying to describe something in 
the abstract. They can describe it in concrete 
detail that only firsthand experience can pro-
vide. They are confident Disney exists because 
they have seen Disney.

Jesus did not live in the realm of the abstract. 
He came to earth. He embraced our messiness 
all the way to death, and in the end overcame 
death by rising from the grave. This would all 
sound like a fairytale if not for the fact that it 
all happened in a real time and place—a place 
we can visit today—and happened among real 
people who provided their eyewitness accounts. 

We can see the places where Jesus lived. We 
can read firsthand accounts of the miraculous 
nature of his 33 years on earth, and, therefore, 
we can believe that everything about him is true, 
because seeing is believing. 

GOSPELS TO ACTS 1

SAVIOR
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 mes sage: “Don’t have any thing to do with that in no cent man, for I have suf-
fered a  great deal to day in a  dream be cause of him.”

²⁰ But the  chief  priests and the el ders per suad ed the  crowd to ask for Bar-
ab bas and to have  Jesus ex e cut ed.

²¹ “Which of the two do you want me to re lease to you?”  asked the gov er nor.
“Bar ab bas,” they an swered.
²² “What  shall I do, then, with  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah?” Pi late asked.
They all an swered, “Cru ci fy him!”
²³ “Why? What  crime has he com mit ted?”  asked Pi late.
But they shout ed all the loud er, “Cru ci fy him!”
²⁴ When Pi late saw that he was get ting no where, but that in stead an up roar 

was start ing, he took wa ter and  washed his  hands in  front of the  crowd. “I am 
in no cent of this  man’s  blood,” he said. “It is your re spon si bil i ty!”

²⁵ All the peo ple an swered, “His  blood is on us and on our chil dren!”
²⁶ Then he re leased Bar ab bas to them. But he had  Jesus  flogged, and hand-

ed him over to be cru ci fied.

The Soldiers Mock  Jesus
²⁷ Then the gov er nor’s sol diers took  Jesus into the Prae to ri um and gath ered 

the  whole com pa ny of sol diers  around him. ²⁸ They  stripped him and put a 
scar let robe on him, ²⁹ and then twist ed to geth er a  crown of  thorns and set it 
on his head. They put a  staff in his  right hand. Then they  knelt in  front of him 
and  mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. ³⁰ They spit on him, and 
took the  staff and  struck him on the head  again and  again. ³¹ Af ter they had 
 mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own  clothes on him. Then they 
led him away to cru ci fy him.

The Crucifixion of  Jesus
³² As they were go ing out, they met a man from Cy re ne,  named Si mon, and 

they  forced him to car ry the  cross. ³³ They came to a  place  called Gol go tha 
(which  means “the  place of the  skull”). ³⁴ There they of fered  Jesus wine to 
 drink,  mixed with gall; but af ter tast ing it, he re fused to  drink it. ³⁵ When they 
had cru ci fied him, they di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots. ³⁶ And sit ting 
down, they kept  watch over him  there. ³⁷ Above his head they  placed the writ-
ten  charge  against him: THIS IS  JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

³⁸ Two reb els were cru ci fied with him, one on his  right and one on his left. 
³⁹ Those who  passed by  hurled in sults at him, shak ing  their  heads ⁴⁰ and say-
ing, “You who are go ing to de stroy the tem ple and  build it in  three days, save 
your self ! Come down from the  cross, if you are the Son of God!” ⁴¹ In the same 
way the  chief  priests, the teach ers of the law and the el ders  mocked him. 
⁴² “He  saved oth ers,” they said, “but he  can’t save him self ! He’s the king of Is-
ra el! Let him come down now from the  cross, and we will be lieve in him. ⁴³ He 
 trusts in God. Let God res cue him now if he  wants him, for he said, ‘I am the 
Son of God.’ ” ⁴⁴ In the same way the reb els who were cru ci fied with him also 
 heaped in sults on him.

The Death of  Jesus
⁴⁵ From noon un til  three in the af ter noon dark ness came over all the land. 

⁴⁶ About  three in the af ter noon  Jesus  cried out in a loud  voice, “Eli, Eli, a lema 
sa bach tha ni?” (which  means “My God, my God, why have you for sak en me?”). b

⁴⁷ When some of  those stand ing  there  heard this, they said, “He’s call ing 
Eli jah.”

⁴⁸ Im me di ate ly one of them ran and got a  sponge. He  filled it with wine 
vin egar, put it on a  staff, and of fered it to  Jesus to  drink. ⁴⁹ The rest said, “Now 
 leave him  alone.  Let’s see if Eli jah  comes to save him.”

⁵⁰ And when  Jesus had  cried out  again in a loud  voice, he gave up his spir it.
⁵¹ At that mo ment the cur tain of the tem ple was torn in two from top to bot-

tom. The  earth  shook, the  rocks  split ⁵² and the  tombs  broke open. The bod ies 

a 46 Some manuscripts Eloi, Eloi    b 46 Psalm 22:1    
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of many holy peo ple who had died were  raised to life. ⁵³ They came out of the 
 tombs af ter  Jesus’ res ur rec tion and a went into the holy city and ap peared to 
many peo ple.

⁵⁴ When the cen tu ri on and  those with him who were guard ing  Jesus saw 
the earth quake and all that had hap pened, they were ter ri fied, and ex claimed, 
“Sure ly he was the Son of God!”

⁵⁵ Many wom en were  there, watch ing from a dis tance. They had fol lowed 
 Jesus from Gal i lee to care for his  needs. ⁵⁶ Among them were Mary Mag da lene, 
Mary the moth er of  James and Jo seph, b and the moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons.

The Burial of  Jesus
⁵⁷ As eve ning ap proached,  there came a rich man from Ar i ma thea,  named 

Jo seph, who had him self be come a dis ci ple of  Jesus. ⁵⁸ Go ing to Pi late, he 
 asked for  Jesus’ body, and Pi late or dered that it be giv en to him. ⁵⁹ Jo seph 
took the body,  wrapped it in a  clean lin en  cloth, ⁶⁰ and  placed it in his own 
new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He  rolled a big  stone in  front of the 
en trance to the tomb and went away. ⁶¹ Mary Mag da lene and the oth er Mary 
were sit ting  there op po site the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb
⁶² The next day, the one af ter Prep a ra tion Day, the  chief  priests and the 

Phar i sees went to Pi late. ⁶³ “Sir,” they said, “we re mem ber that  while he was 
 still  alive that de ceiv er said, ‘Af ter  three days I will rise  again.’ ⁶⁴ So give the 
or der for the tomb to be made se cure un til the  third day. Oth er wise, his dis ci-
ples may come and  steal the body and tell the peo ple that he has been  raised 
from the dead. This last de cep tion will be  worse than the first.”

⁶⁵ “Take a  guard,” Pi late an swered. “Go, make the tomb as se cure as you 
know how.” ⁶⁶ So they went and made the tomb se cure by put ting a seal on the 
 stone and post ing the guard.

 Jesus Has Risen

28 Af ter the Sab bath, at dawn on the  first day of the week, Mary Mag da-
lene and the oth er Mary went to look at the tomb.

² There was a vi o lent earth quake, for an an gel of the Lord came down from 
heav en and, go ing to the tomb,  rolled back the  stone and sat on it. ³ His ap-
pear ance was like light ning, and his  clothes were  white as snow. ⁴ The  guards 
were so  afraid of him that they  shook and be came like dead men.

⁵ The an gel said to the wom en, “Do not be  afraid, for I know that you are 
look ing for  Jesus, who was cru ci fied. ⁶ He is not here; he has ris en, just as he 
said. Come and see the  place  where he lay. ⁷ Then go quick ly and tell his dis ci-
ples: ‘He has ris en from the dead and is go ing  ahead of you into Gal i lee.  There 
you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

⁸ So the wom en hur ried away from the tomb,  afraid yet  filled with joy, and 
ran to tell his dis ci ples. ⁹ Sud den ly  Jesus met them. “Greet ings,” he said. They 
came to him,  clasped his feet and wor shiped him. ¹⁰ Then  Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be  afraid. Go and tell my broth ers to go to Gal i lee;  there they will 
see me.”

The Guards’ Report
¹¹ While the wom en were on  their way, some of the  guards went into the city 

and re port ed to the  chief  priests ev ery thing that had hap pened. ¹² When the 
 chief  priests had met with the el ders and de vised a plan, they gave the sol-
diers a  large sum of mon ey, ¹³ tell ing them, “You are to say, ‘His dis ci ples came 
dur ing the  night and  stole him away  while we were  asleep.’ ¹⁴ If this re port 
gets to the gov er nor, we will sat is fy him and keep you out of trou ble.” ¹⁵ So the 
sol diers took the mon ey and did as they were in struct ed. And this sto ry has 
been wide ly cir cu lat ed  among the Jews to this very day.

a 53 Or tombs, and after  Jesus’ resurrection they    b 56 Greek Joses, a variant of Joseph    

MATTHEW 27:62 – 66

WORRIED ABOUT  
A RESURRECTION

Matthew made sure to emphasize 
the fact that the tomb was sealed in 
order to show that there was no pos-
sible way for the disciples to steal 
the body. The Jewish leaders and the 
guard were instructed to “make the 
tomb as secure as you know how” 
(v.  65), and they did so by plac-
ing a seal on the stone that was 
rolled in front of the tomb and also 
by placing a guard there. After the 
grave was reported empty and the 
disciples began telling others about 
the resurrection, those who opposed 
 Jesus attempted to spread the ru-
mor that the disciples had stolen 
the body (Mt 28:11 – 15). However, 
Matthew made it clear in his Gospel 
that the religious leaders had sealed 
the tomb specifically for the purpose 
of preventing anyone from stealing 
the body and faking a resurrection, 
which directly contradicts the false 
narrative they attempted to spread. 
There is no way the disciples could 
have stolen the body of Christ, and 
Matthew did well to show that de-
spite the chief priests and Phari-
sees’ attempts to guard the tomb, 
there was nothing they could do to 
prevent  Jesus’ actual, physical res-
urrection from the dead.
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MATTHEW 28:16 – 20

 JESUS’ ASSIGNMENT TO HIS DISCIPLES

The Great Commission (vv. 19 – 20) is a command that rests on the authority of 
Christ described in the preceding verse. The phrase “Go and make disciples” is commonly 
spoken among believers, but it is important to note the word “therefore” that comes before. 
Followers of  Jesus are expected to go and make disciples solely because of who  Jesus is and 
with the power and authority that he has been given (v. 18).  Jesus has all authority on heaven 
and earth, and he doesn’t give this command without empowering his followers to go and 
tell others about who he is.

The Great Commission is not the first call for world evangelism in the Bible. In fact, 
Genesis 12:1 – 3 describes God’s promise that Abraham and his descendants would be a 
blessing to all nations.  Jesus was simply building on what God had already told his people 
long before. Believers are expected to share the true and life-giving story of  Jesus to every 
nation far and wide; this command has always been true for people who follow  Jesus.

 Jesus’ command involves a simple three-step process; go, baptize and teach. Within 
this phrase,  Jesus clarified exactly what he expects of his followers. They are to first go and 
tell others about him so that others can know and understand his story. Then they are to 
baptize those who have heard the story so that they can publicly declare their belief in who 
he is. Finally, believers need to teach and encourage one another (Col 3:16). Believers will 
never stop teaching each other and learning about the nature of God. The command to go, 
baptize and teach was  Jesus’ last command in the book of Matthew, and it is of the utmost 
importance for followers of Christ.

However,  Jesus did not ask his disciples to do so alone. He promised that although he was 
leaving them physically he would always be with them through his Spirit. As long as believ-
ers hold fast to  Jesus and rely on the Holy Spirit, the pathway is open for his followers to do 
what they have been called to do (Php 4:13).



The Great Commission
¹⁶ Then the elev en dis ci ples went to Gal i lee, to the moun tain  where  Jesus 

had told them to go. ¹⁷ When they saw him, they wor shiped him; but some 
doubt ed. ¹⁸ Then  Jesus came to them and said, “All au thor i ty in heav en and 
on  earth has been giv en to me. ¹⁹ There fore go and make dis ci ples of all na-
tions, bap tiz ing them in the name of the Fa ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spir it, ²⁰ and teach ing them to obey ev ery thing I have com mand ed you. And 
sure ly I am with you al ways, to the very end of the age.”
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