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THE FAMILY LINE OF JESUS  
THE MESSIAH

1 This is the writ ten sto ry of the 
fam i ly line of  Jesus the Mes
si ah. He is the son of Da vid. He 

is also the son of Abra ham.

 2 Abra ham was the fa ther of  Isaac.
   Isaac was the fa ther of Ja cob.
  Ja cob was the fa ther of Ju dah and 

his broth ers.
 3 Ju dah was the fa ther of Pe rez and 

Ze rah. Ta mar was  their moth er.
  Pe rez was the fa ther of Hez ron.
  Hez ron was the fa ther of Ram.

 4 Ram was the fa ther of Am min a dab.
  Am min a dab was the fa ther of Nah

shon.
  Nah shon was the fa ther of Sal mon.
 5 Sal mon was the fa ther of Boaz. Ra

hab was Bo az’s moth er.
  Boaz was the fa ther of Obed. Ruth 

was  Obed’s moth er.
  Obed was the fa ther of Jes se.
 6 And Jes se was the fa ther of King 

Da vid.

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon. 
Sol o mon’s moth er had been Uri
ah’s wife.

MATTHEW

Who wrote this book?
Matthew, one of  Jesus’ twelve disciples, wrote this book.

Why was this book written?
Matthew shows the Jews that  Jesus is the Messiah promised in 
the Old Testament.

For whom was this book written?
Matthew was written for the Jewish  people.

What happens in this book?
This book tells about  Jesus’ birth, his life as an adult, his 
teaching, death, and resurrection.

Who is Important in this book?
The most important  people are  Jesus, John the Baptist,  
and Peter.

When did this happen?
These events took place between 6 b.c. and a.d. 30.
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 7 Sol o mon was the fa ther of Re ho
bo am.

  Re ho bo am was the fa ther of Abi jah.
  Abi jah was the fa ther of Asa.
 8 Asa was the fa ther of Je hosh a phat.
  Je hosh a phat was the fa ther of Je ho

ram.
  Je ho ram was the fa ther of Uz zi ah.
 9 Uz zi ah was the fa ther of Jo tham.
  Jo tham was the fa ther of Ahaz.
  Ahaz was the fa ther of Hez e ki ah.
 10 Hez e ki ah was the fa ther of Ma nas

seh.
  Ma nas seh was the fa ther of Amon.
  Amon was the fa ther of Jo si ah.
 11 And Jo si ah was the fa ther of Jec

o ni ah and his broth ers. At that 
time, the Jew ish peo ple were 
 forced to go away to Bab ylon.

 12 Af ter this, the fam i ly line con tin
ued.

  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She al ti el.
  She al ti el was the fa ther of Ze rub ba

bel.
 13 Ze rub ba bel was the fa ther of Abi

hud.
  Abi hud was the fa ther of Eli a kim.
  Eli a kim was the fa ther of Azor.
 14 Azor was the fa ther of Za dok.
  Za dok was the fa ther of Akim.
  Akim was the fa ther of Eli hud.
 15 Eli hud was the fa ther of El e a zar.
  El e a zar was the fa ther of Mat than.
  Mat than was the fa ther of Ja cob.
 16 Ja cob was the fa ther of Jo seph. Jo

seph was the hus band of Mary. 
And Mary was the moth er of 
 Jesus, who is  called the Mes si ah.

 17 So  there were 14 gen er a tions from 
Abra ham to Da vid.  There were 14 
from Da vid un til the Jew ish peo ple 
were  forced to go away to Bab ylon. 
And  there were 14 from that time to 
the Mes si ah.

JOSEPH ACCEPTS JESUS  
AS HIS SON

18 This is how the  birth of  Jesus the 
Mes si ah came  about. His moth er Mary 
and Jo seph had prom ised to get mar
ried. But be fore they start ed to live to
geth er, it be came  clear that she was 
go ing to have a baby. She be came preg
nant by the pow er of the Holy Spir it. 
19 Her hus band Jo seph was faith ful to 
the law. But he did not want to put her 

to  shame in pub lic. So he  planned to di
vorce her qui et ly.

20 But as Jo seph was think ing  about 
this, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to 
him in a  dream. The an gel said, “Jo seph, 
son of Da vid,  don’t be  afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife. The baby in
side her is from the Holy Spir it. 21 She is 
go ing to have a son. You must give him 
the name  Jesus.  That’s be cause he will 
save his peo ple from  their sins.”

22 All this took  place to  bring  about 
what the Lord had said  would hap
pen. He had said  through the proph et, 
23 “The vir gin is go ing to have a baby. 
She will give  birth to a son. And he will 
be  called Im man u el.” (Isa iah 7:14) The 
name Im man u el  means “God with us.”

24 Jo seph woke up. He did what the 
an gel of the Lord com mand ed him to 
do. He took Mary home as his wife. 
25 But he did not  sleep with her un til she 
gave  birth to a son. And Jo seph gave him 
the name  Jesus.

THE WISE MEN VISIT JESUS

2  Jesus was born in Beth le hem 
in Ju dea. This hap pened  while 
Her od was king of Ju dea. Af

ter  Jesus’  birth, Wise Men from the 
east came to Je ru sa lem. 2 They  asked, 
“ Where is the  child who has been born 
to be king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it rose. Now we have come to wor
ship him.”

3 When King Her od  heard  about it, 
he was very up set. Ev ery one in Je ru sa
lem was trou bled too. 4 So Her od  called 
to geth er all the  chief  priests of the peo
ple. He also  called the teach ers of the 
law. He  asked them  where the Mes si ah 
was go ing to be born. 5 “In Beth le hem 
in Ju dea,” they re plied. “This is what the 
proph et has writ ten. He said,

 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah,

  are certainly not the least 
important among the towns 
of Judah.

  A ruler will come out of you.
  He will rule my people Israel like 

a shepherd.’ ” (Micah 5:2)
7 Then Her od se cret ly  called for the 

Wise Men. He  found out from them ex
act ly when the star had ap peared. 8 He 
sent them to Beth le hem. He said, “Go 



1179MATTHEW 2 

King Her od died. So the  words the Lord 
had spo ken  through the proph et came 
true. He had said, “I  brought my son out 
of  Egypt.” (Ho sea 11:1)

16 Her od re al ized that the Wise Men 
had  tricked him. So he be came very an
gry. He gave or ders  about Beth le hem 
and the area  around it. He or dered all 
the boys two  years old and un der to be 
 killed. This  agreed with the time when 
the Wise Men had seen the star. 17 In this 
way, the  words Jer e mi ah the proph et 
 spoke came true. He had said,

 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah.
  It’s the sound of crying and deep 

sadness.
  Rachel is crying over her children.
  She refuses to be comforted,
  because they are gone.”

 (Jeremiah 31:15)

JESUS’ FAMILY RETURNS  
TO NAZARETH

19 Af ter Her od died, Jo seph had a 
 dream  while he was  still in  Egypt. In the 
 dream an an gel of the Lord ap peared to 
him. 20 The an gel said, “Get up! Take the 
 child and his moth er. Go to the land of 
Is ra el. The peo ple who were try ing to kill 
the  child are dead.”

and  search care ful ly for the  child. As 
soon as you find him, re port it to me. 
Then I can go and wor ship him too.”

9 Af ter the Wise Men had lis tened to 
the king, they went on  their way. The star 
they had seen when it rose went  ahead 
of them. It fi nal ly  stopped over the  place 
 where the  child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they were  filled with joy. 11 The 
Wise Men went to the  house.  There they 
saw the  child with his moth er Mary. 
They  bowed down and wor shiped him. 
Then they  opened  their trea sures. They 
gave him gold, frank in cense and  myrrh. 
12 But God  warned them in a  dream not 
to go back to Her od. So they re turned to 
 their coun try on a dif fer ent road.

JESUS’ FAMILY ESCAPES  
TO EGYPT

13 When the Wise Men had left, Jo seph 
had a  dream. In the  dream an an gel of 
the Lord ap peared to Jo seph. “Get up!” 
the an gel said. “Take the  child and his 
moth er and es cape to  Egypt. Stay  there 
un til I tell you to come back. Her od is 
go ing to  search for the  child. He  wants 
to kill him.”

14 So Jo seph got up. Dur ing the  night, 
he left for  Egypt with the  child and his 
moth er Mary. 15 They  stayed  there un til 

DID  PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE HAVE 
CHRISTMAS?

Christmas is a celebration of the birth of  Jesus.  People did not celebrate 
Christmas before  Jesus was born. It was many years later that Chris tians decided to celebrate 
 Jesus’ birth each year with a special holiday. They chose December 25. That day is probably not 
the exact day  Jesus was born, but that’s OK. What matters is that we have a day to remember 
 Jesus’ birth and to celebrate 
that he came to save us from 
our sins.

 Matthew 2:1

Related verses:

Isaiah 9:6 – 7;  

Luke 2:1 – 20
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pitch fork is in his hand to  clear the  straw 
from his thresh ing  floor. He will gath er 
his  wheat into the store room. But he will 
burn up the  husks with fire that  can’t be 
put out.”

JESUS IS BAPTIZED
13  Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jor

dan Riv er. He want ed to be bap tized by 
John. 14 But John  tried to stop him. So he 
told  Jesus, “I need to be bap tized by you. 
So why do you come to me?”

15  Jesus re plied, “Let it be this way for 
now. It is  right for us to do this. It car ries 
out  God’s holy plan.” Then John  agreed.

16 As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he 
came up out of the wa ter. At that mo
ment heav en was  opened.  Jesus saw the 
Spir it of God com ing down on him like a 
dove. 17 A  voice from heav en said, “This 
is my Son, and I love him. I am very 
 pleased with him.”

JESUS IS TEMPTED IN THE 
DESERT

4 The Holy Spir it led  Jesus into the 
des ert.  There the dev il tempt ed 
him. 2 Af ter 40 days and 40  nights 

of go ing with out eat ing,  Jesus was hun
gry. 3 The tempt er came to him. He said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell  these 
 stones to be come  bread.”

4  Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Man 
must not live only on  bread. He must 
also live on ev ery word that  comes from 
the  mouth of God.’ ” (Deu ter on omy 8:3)

5 Then the dev il took  Jesus to the holy 
city. He had him  stand on the high est 
 point of the tem ple. 6 “If you are the Son 
of God,” he said, “ throw your self down. 
It is writ ten,

  “ ‘The Lord will command his 
angels to take good care of 
you.

  They will lift you up in their 
hands.

  Then you won’t trip over a 
stone.’ ” (Psalm 91:11,12)

7  Jesus an swered him, “It is also writ
ten, ‘Do not test the Lord your God.’ ” 
(Deu ter on omy 6:16)

8 Fi nal ly, the dev il took  Jesus to a very 
high moun tain. He  showed him all the 
king doms of the  world and  their glo ry. 
9 “If you bow down and wor ship me,” he 
said, “I will give you all this.”

21 So Jo seph got up. He took the  child 
and his moth er Mary back to the land 
of Is ra el. 22 But then he  heard that Ar
che la us was king of Ju dea. Ar che la us 
was rul ing in  place of his fa ther Her od. 
This made Jo seph  afraid to go  there. Jo
seph had been  warned in a  dream. So 
he went back to the land of Gal i lee in
stead. 23  There he  lived in a town  called 
Naz a reth. So what the proph ets had said 
 about  Jesus came true. They had said 
that he  would be  called a Naz a rene.

JOHN THE BAPTIST PREPARES 
THE WAY

3 In  those days John the Bap tist 
came and  preached in the Des
ert of Ju dea. 2 He said, “Turn away 

from your sins! The king dom of heav en 
has come near.” 3 John is the one Isa iah 
the proph et had spo ken  about. He had 
said,

  “A messenger is calling out in the 
desert,

  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.
  Make straight paths for him.’ ”

 (Isaiah 40:3)
4  John’s  clothes were made out of 

cam el’s hair. He had a leath er belt 
 around his  waist. His food was lo custs 
and wild hon ey. 5 Peo ple went out to 
him from Je ru sa lem and all Ju dea. They 
also came from the  whole area  around 
the Jor dan Riv er. 6 When they con fessed 
 their sins, John bap tized them in the Jor
dan.

7 John saw many Phar i sees and Sad
du cees com ing to  where he was bap
tiz ing. He said to them, “You are like a 
nest of poi son ous  snakes! Who  warned 
you to es cape the com ing of  God’s an
ger? 8 Live in a way that  shows you have 
 turned away from your sins. 9  Don’t 
 think you can say to your selves, ‘Abra
ham is our fa ther.’ I tell you, God can 
 raise up chil dren for Abra ham even 
from  these  stones. 10 The ax is  ready to 
cut the  roots of the  trees. All the  trees 
that  don’t pro duce good  fruit will be cut 
down. They will be  thrown into the fire.

11 “I bap tize you with wa ter, call ing 
you to turn away from your sins. But 
af ter me, some one is com ing who is 
more pow er ful than I am. I’m not wor
thy to car ry his san dals. He will bap tize 
you with the Holy Spir it and fire. 12 His 
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17 From that time on  Jesus be gan to 
 preach. “Turn away from your sins!” he 
said. “The king dom of heav en has come 
near.”

JESUS CHOOSES HIS FIRST 
DISCIPLES

18 One day  Jesus was walk ing be side 
the Sea of Gal i lee.  There he saw two 
broth ers, Si mon Pe ter and his broth er 
An drew. They were throw ing a net into 
the lake, be cause they were fish er men. 
19 “Come and fol low me,”  Jesus said. “I 
will send you out to fish for peo ple.” 20 At 
once they left  their nets and fol lowed 
him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two 
oth er broth ers. They were  James, son 
of Zeb e dee, and his broth er John. They 
were in a boat with  their fa ther Zeb e
dee. As they were pre par ing  their nets, 
 Jesus  called out to them. 22  Right away 
they left the boat and  their fa ther and 
fol lowed  Jesus.

JESUS HEALS SICK PEOPLE
23  Jesus went all over Gal i lee.  There he 

 taught in the syn a gogues. He  preached 
the good news of  God’s king dom. He 
 healed ev ery ill ness and sick ness the 

10  Jesus said to him, “Get away from 
me, Sa tan! It is writ ten, ‘Wor ship the 
Lord your God. He is the only one you 
 should  serve.’ ” (Deu ter on omy 6:13)

11 Then the dev il left  Jesus. An gels 
came and took care of him.

JESUS BEGINS TO PREACH
12 John had been put in pris on. When 

 Jesus  heard  about this, he re turned 
to Gal i lee. 13  Jesus left Naz a reth and 
went to live in the city of Ca per na um. It 
was by the lake in the area of Zeb u lun 
and Naph ta li. 14 In that way, what the 
proph et Isa iah had said came true. He 
had said,

 15 “Land of Zebulun! Land of 
Naphtali!

  Galilee, where Gentiles live!
  Land along the Mediterranean 

Sea! Territory east of the 
Jordan River!

 16 The people who are now living in 
darkness

  have seen a great light.
  They are now living in a very dark 

land.
  But a light has shined on them.”

 (Isaiah 9:1,2)

HOW CAN GOD BE THREE PERSONS 
AND ONE PERSON AT THE SAME TIME?

We don’t know how God can be three persons at the same time, but we 
know that he is because the Bible tells us he is. The idea of three-in-one is called the Trinity. The 
word trinity is not in the Bible, but some passages talk about God in this way. One God is Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit all at once. It’s a little bit like water. Water can be a liquid, gas, or solid. 
We use liquid water to take a drink or take a bath. Water becomes a gas when we boil it, and 
a solid when we freeze it. All three states are water. Just remember that we do not have three 

Gods or that God acts three different ways at three different times. 
He really is three persons in one, and all three have 

always existed.

 Matthew 3:16 – 17

Related verse:
Deuteronomy 6:4
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 6 Blessed are those who are hungry 
and thirsty for what is right.

  They will be filled.
 7 Blessed are those who show mercy.
  They will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are those whose hearts are 

pure.
  They will see God.
 9 Blessed are those who make peace.
  They will be called children of 

God.
 10 Blessed are those who suffer for 

doing what is right.
  The kingdom of heaven belongs 

to them.

11 “ Blessed are you when peo ple 
make fun of you and hurt you be cause of 
me. You are also  blessed when they tell 
all  kinds of evil lies  about you be cause of 
me. 12 Be joy ful and glad. Your re ward in 
heav en is  great. In the same way, peo ple 
hurt the proph ets who  lived long ago.

SALT AND LIGHT
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But 

sup pose the salt los es its salt i ness. How 
can it be made  salty  again? It is no lon
ger good for any thing. It will be  thrown 
out. Peo ple will walk all over it.

peo ple had. 24 News  about him  spread 
all over Syr ia. Peo ple  brought to him all 
who were ill with dif fer ent  kinds of sick
ness es. Some were suf fer ing  great pain. 
Oth ers were con trolled by de mons. 
Some were shak ing wild ly. Oth ers 
 couldn’t move at all. And  Jesus  healed 
all of them. 25  Large  crowds fol lowed 
him. Peo ple came from Gal i lee, from the 
area  known as the Ten Cit ies, and from 
Je ru sa lem and Ju dea. Oth ers came from 
the area  across the Jor dan Riv er.

JESUS TEACHES THE DISCIPLES 
AND CROWDS

5  Jesus saw the  crowds. So he went 
up on a moun tain side and sat 
down. His dis ci ples came to him. 

2 Then he be gan to  teach them.

JESUS GIVES BLESSINGS
He said,

 3 “Blessed are those who are 
spiritually needy.

  The kingdom of heaven belongs 
to them.

 4 Blessed are those who are sad.
  They will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are those who are humble.
  They will be given the earth.

WHY DO WE STUDY THE BIBLE?
The Bible is God’s message to us, and that is why it is important to study it. 
It helps us know and understand God. When we study the Bible, we find out 
how God wants us to 

live. To study something is different 
from just reading it. When we only 
read a verse once or twice, we 
may not see its meaning. We need 
to read the Bible many, many 
times so we can understand it and 
remember what God is saying to us.

 Matthew 4:4

Related verses:

Psalm 119:4 – 6
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sees and the teach ers of the law. If you 
are not, you will cer tain ly not en ter the 
king dom of heav en.

MURDER
21 “You have  heard what was said to 

peo ple who  lived long ago. They were 
told, ‘Do not com mit mur der. (Ex o dus 
20:13) Any one who mur ders will be 
 judged for it.’ 22 But here is what I tell 
you. Do not be an gry with a broth er or 
sis ter. Any one who is an gry with them 
will be  judged.  Again, any one who says 
to a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ must  stand 
tri al in  court. And any one who says, 
‘You fool!’ will be in dan ger of the fire 
in hell.

23 “Sup pose you are of fer ing your gift 
at the al tar. And you re mem ber that 
your broth er or sis ter has some thing 
 against you. 24  Leave your gift in  front  
of the al tar.  First go and make  peace  
with them. Then come back and of fer  
your gift.

25 “Sup pose some one has a  claim 
 against you and is tak ing you to  court. 
Set tle the mat ter quick ly. Do this  while 
you are  still to geth er on the way. If you 
 don’t, you may be hand ed over to the 
 judge. The  judge may hand you over 
to the of fi cer to be  thrown into pris on. 

14 “You are the  light of the  world.  
A town  built on a hill  can’t be hid den. 
15 Also, peo ple do not  light a lamp and 
put it un der a bowl. In stead, they put 
it on its  stand. Then it  gives  light to ev
ery one in the  house. 16 In the same way, 
let your  light  shine so oth ers can see it. 
Then they will see the good  things you 
do. And they will  bring glo ry to your Fa
ther who is in heav en.

JESUS FULFILLS THE LAW
17 “Do not  think I have come to get rid 

of what is writ ten in the Law or in the 
Proph ets. I have not come to do this. In
stead, I have come to ful fill what is writ
ten. 18 What I’m  about to tell you is true. 
Heav en and  earth will dis ap pear be fore 
the small est let ter dis ap pears from the 
Law. Not even the small est mark of a 
pen will dis ap pear from the Law un til 
ev ery thing is com plet ed. 19 Do not ig
nore even one of the  least im por tant 
com mands. And do not  teach oth ers to 
ig nore them. If you do, you will be  called 
the  least im por tant per son in the king
dom of heav en. In stead, prac tice and 
 teach  these com mands. Then you will 
be  called im por tant in the king dom of 
heav en. 20 Here is what I tell you. You 
must be more god ly than the Phar i

DOES SATAN KNOW ABOUT THE BIBLE?
Satan knows all about the Bible. He even knows what it says, but Satan 
certainly does not follow what the Bible teaches. In fact, he does everything 
he can to stop  people from 

obeying God’s commands. Just because someone 
knows the truth does not mean he or she will do 
it. Satan is a liar and the father of lies. He has lied 
and twisted the truth so much that he believes 
some of his own lies. For example, Satan thinks 
that he can beat God and escape his punishment. 
But the Bible tells the truth. Someday God will 
totally wipe out Satan and his demons.

  
 Matthew 4:5 – 6Related verses:

James 2:19;  

Revelation 20:10
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his wife only if she has not been faith ful 
to him.

PROMISES
33 “ Again, you have  heard what was 

said to your peo ple long ago. They were 
told, ‘Do not  break the prom is es you 
make to the Lord. Keep your prom is es 
to the Lord that you have made.’ 34 But 
here is what I tell you. Do not make any 
prom is es like that at all. Do not make 
them in the name of heav en. That is 
 God’s  throne. 35 Do not make them in 
the name of the  earth. That is the  stool 
for  God’s feet. Do not make them in 
the name of Je ru sa lem. That is the city 
of the  Great King. 36 And do not make 
a prom ise in your own name. You  can’t 
make even one hair of your head  white 
or  black. 37 All you need to say is sim ply 
‘Yes’ or ‘No.’ Any thing more than this 
 comes from the evil one.

BE KIND TO OTHERS
38 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘An 

eye must be put out for an eye. A  tooth 
must be  knocked out for a  tooth.’ (Ex o
dus 21:24; Le vit i cus 24:20; Deu ter on omy 
19:21) 39 But here is what I tell you. Do 
not  fight  against an evil per son. Sup pose 
some one  slaps you on your  right  cheek. 

26 What I’m  about to tell you is true. You 
will not get out un til you have paid the 
very last pen ny!

ADULTERY
27 “You have  heard that it was said, 

‘Do not com mit adul tery.’ (Ex o dus 
20:14) 28 But here is what I tell you. 
Do not even look at a wom an in the 
 wrong way. Any one who does has al
ready com mit ted adul tery with her in 
his  heart. 29 If your  right eye caus es you 
to sin, poke it out and  throw it away. 
Your eye is only one part of your body. 
It is bet ter to lose an eye than for your 
 whole body to be  thrown into hell. 30 If 
your  right hand caus es you to sin, cut it 
off and  throw it away. Your hand is only 
one part of your body. It is bet ter to lose 
a hand than for your  whole body to go 
into hell.

DIVORCE
31 “It has been said, ‘Sup pose a man 

di vorc es his wife. If he does, he must 
give her a let ter of di vorce.’ (Deu ter on
omy 24:1) 32 But here is what I tell you. 
Any one who di vorc es his wife  makes her 
a vic tim of adul tery. And any one who 
gets mar ried to the di vorced wom an 
com mits adul tery. A man may di vorce 

ARE BEATITUDES SHORT FOR BAD 
ATTITUDES?

The word beatitude means “blessed” or “happy.”  Jesus once made a list of 
things that make  people truly happy. We call this list “the beatitudes.” It has a lot of surprises 
in it. It is not the kind of list we would expect of things to make us happy. It describes the kind 
of  people God wants us to be. Sometimes  people think that they will become rich, famous, or 
powerful by following  Jesus. Maybe they will; maybe they won’t. In the beatitudes,  Jesus tells us 
that we should expect our rewards in 
heaven. Following him is better than 
being rich, famous, or powerful.

 Matthew 5:1 – 2

Related verses:

Matthew 5:1 – 12
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If you do, your Fa ther in heav en will not 
re ward you.

2 “When you give to  needy peo ple, 
do not an nounce it by hav ing trum pets 
 blown. Do not be like  those who only 
pre tend to be holy. They an nounce what 
they do in the syn a gogues and on the 
 streets. They want to be hon ored by oth
 er peo ple. What I’m  about to tell you is 
true. They have re ceived  their com plete 
re ward. 3 When you give to  needy peo
ple,  don’t let your left hand know what 
your  right hand is do ing. 4 Then your 
giv ing will be done se cret ly. Your Fa ther 
will re ward you, be cause he sees what 
you do se cret ly.

PRAYER
5 “When you pray, do not be like  those 

who only pre tend to be holy. They love 
to  stand and pray in the syn a gogues and 
on the  street cor ners. They want to be 
seen by oth er peo ple. What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. They have re ceived  their 
com plete re ward. 6 When you pray, go 
into your room.  Close the door and pray 
to your Fa ther, who  can’t be seen. Your 
Fa ther will re ward you, be cause he sees 
what you do se cret ly. 7 When you pray, 
do not keep talk ing on and on. That is 
what un god ly peo ple do. They  think 
they will be  heard be cause they talk a 

Turn your oth er  cheek to them also. 
40 Sup pose some one  takes you to  court 
to get your  shirt. Let them have your 
coat also. 41 Sup pose some one forc es 
you to go one mile. Go two  miles with 
them. 42 Give to the one who asks you 
for some thing.  Don’t turn away from 
the one who  wants to bor row some thing 
from you.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
43 “You have  heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neigh bor. (Le vit i cus 19:18) 
Hate your en e my.’ 44 But here is what 
I tell you. Love your en e mies. Pray for 
 those who hurt you. 45 Then you will 
be chil dren of your Fa ther who is in 
heav en. He caus es his sun to  shine on 
evil peo ple and good peo ple. He  sends 
rain on  those who do  right and  those 
who  don’t. 46 If you love  those who love 
you, what re ward will you get? Even the 
tax col lec tors do that. 47 If you  greet only 
your own peo ple, what more are you do
ing than oth ers? Even peo ple who are 
un god ly do that. 48 So be per fect, just as 
your Fa ther in heav en is per fect.

GIVING TO NEEDY PEOPLE

6 “Be care ful not to do good  deeds 
in  front of oth er peo ple.  Don’t do 
 those  deeds to be seen by oth ers. 

IS IT ALL RIGHT TO THROW ROCKS AT 
SOMEONE WHO THREW ROCKS AT YOU?

No, it is not right to do something bad to someone just because someone did 
something bad to you. The Bible calls that “evil for evil,” and  Jesus says it is wrong. Instead, 
you should tell God about it and leave it with him. It is all right to protect yourself. You can and 
should get away from someone who tries to hurt you, but it is not OK to get even or to hurt the 
other person back. We do not have the right to punish  people for the things they do wrong. Let 
God take care of making things right.

  
 Matthew 5:38 – 39

Related verses:

Matthew 5:43 – 48; 

Romans 12:17 – 21
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peo ple they are fast ing. What I’m  about 
to tell you is true. They have re ceived 
 their com plete re ward. 17 But when you 
go with out eat ing, put ol ive oil on your 
head. Wash your face. 18 Then oth ers 
will not know that you are fast ing. Only 
your Fa ther, who  can’t be seen, will 
know it. Your Fa ther will re ward you, be
cause he sees what you do se cret ly.

GATHER RICHES IN HEAVEN
19 “Do not gath er for your selves rich es 

on  earth.  Moths and rats can de stroy 
them.  Thieves can  break in and  steal 
them. 20 In stead, gath er for your selves 
rich es in heav en.  There,  moths and rats 
do not de stroy them.  There,  thieves do 
not  break in and  steal them. 21 Your 
 heart will be  where your rich es are.

22 “The eye is like a lamp for the body. 
Sup pose your eyes are  healthy. Then 
your  whole body will be full of  light. 
23 But sup pose your eyes  can’t see well. 
Then your  whole body will be full of 
dark ness. If the  light in side you is dark
ness, then it is very dark!

24 “No one can  serve two mas ters 
at the same time. You will hate one of 
them and love the oth er. Or you will be 
faith ful to one and dis like the oth er. You 

lot. 8 Do not be like them. Your Fa ther 
 knows what you need even be fore you 
ask him.

9 “This is how you  should pray.

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  may your name be honored.
 10 May your kingdom come.
  May what you want to happen be 

done
  on earth as it is done in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12 And forgive us our sins,
  just as we also have forgiven 

those who sin against us.
 13 Keep us from sinning when we are 

tempted.
  Save us from the evil one.’
14 For give oth er peo ple when they sin 
 against you. If you do, your Fa ther who 
is in heav en will also for give you. 15 But 
if you do not for give the sins of oth er 
peo ple, your Fa ther will not for give your 
sins.

FASTING
16 “When you go with out eat ing, do 

not look  gloomy like  those who only 
pre tend to be holy. They make  their 
fac es look very sad. They want to show 

HOW DID GOD DECIDE WHAT WAS 
WRONG AND WHAT WAS RIGHT?

God’s rules in the Bible come from what God is like. God is perfect and does 
only what is right. Anything that is against God’s nature is wrong. He did not have a meeting 
with the angels to decide what actions are right and what actions are wrong.

God’s rules protect us and guide us. They 
are like the parent who tells the baby not to 
touch a hot stove. The rule keeps the baby 
from getting hurt. The parent makes the rule 
because they love the baby. God is taking 
care of us, and he gives us these rules.

 Matthew 5:48

Related verses:

1 Peter 1:15 – 16



1187MATTHEW 7 

‘What will we wear?’ 32 Peo ple who are 
un god ly run af ter all  those  things. Your 
Fa ther who is in heav en  knows that you 
need them. 33 But put  God’s king dom 
 first. Do what he  wants you to do. Then 
all  those  things will also be giv en to you. 
34 So  don’t wor ry  about to mor row. To
mor row will wor ry  about it self. Each day 
has  enough trou ble of its own.

BE FAIR WHEN YOU JUDGE 
OTHER PEOPLE

7 “Do not  judge oth er peo ple. Then 
you will not be  judged. 2 You will 
be  judged in the same way you 

 judge oth ers. You will be mea sured in 
the same way you mea sure oth ers.

3 “You look at the bit of saw dust in 
your  friend’s eye. But you pay no at ten
tion to the  piece of wood in your own 
eye. 4 How can you say to your  friend, 
‘Let me take the bit of saw dust out of 
your eye’? How can you say this  while 
 there is a  piece of wood in your own 
eye? 5 You pre tend er!  First take the  piece 
of wood out of your own eye. Then you 
will be able to see clear ly to take the bit 
of saw dust out of your  friend’s eye.

6 “Do not give holy  things to dogs. 

 can’t  serve God and mon ey at the same 
time.

DO NOT WORRY
25 “I tell you, do not wor ry.  Don’t 

wor ry  about your life and what you will 
eat or  drink. And  don’t wor ry  about your 
body and what you will wear.  Isn’t  there 
more to life than eat ing?  Aren’t  there 
more im por tant  things for the body than 
 clothes? 26 Look at the  birds of the air. 
They  don’t  plant or gath er  crops. They 
 don’t put away  crops in store rooms. 
But your Fa ther who is in heav en  feeds 
them.  Aren’t you  worth much more than 
they are? 27 Can you add even one hour 
to your life by wor ry ing?

28 “And why do you wor ry  about 
 clothes? See how the wild flow ers grow. 
They  don’t work or make cloth ing. 29 But 
here is what I tell you. Not even Sol o
mon in all his roy al  robes was  dressed 
like one of  these flow ers. 30 If that is how 
God dress es the wild  grass,  won’t he 
 dress you even bet ter? Your  faith is so 
 small! Af ter all, the  grass is here only to
day. To mor row it is  thrown into the fire. 
31 So  don’t wor ry.  Don’t say, ‘What will 
we eat?’ Or, ‘What will we  drink?’ Or, 

WHY DO WE HAVE TO PRAY WHEN 
GOD ALREADY KNOWS WHAT WE ARE 
GOING TO PRAY?

One of the most important reasons for praying is that it changes the person who is praying. 
When we pray, we become more like God wants us to be. We learn something from God!

Also, God wants to have a friendship with us. No one would say, “Why do we have to talk to 
our friends?” Talking with God just grows 
out of loving him and being cared for 
by him.

 Matthew 6:7 – 8

Related verses:

Psalm 32:5 – 6; 139:4;

Ephesians 6:18; 

Philippians 4:6; 

Colossians 4:2
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peo ple go that way. 14 But the gate is 
 small and the road is nar row that  leads 
to life. Only a few peo ple find it.

TRUE AND FALSE PROPHETS
15 “ Watch out for  false proph ets. They 

come to you pre tend ing to be  sheep. But 
on the in side they are hun gry  wolves. 
16 You can tell each tree by its  fruit.  
Do peo ple pick  grapes from bush es? 
Do they pick figs from  thorns? 17 In the 
same way, ev ery good tree  bears good 
 fruit. But a bad tree  bears bad  fruit. 18 A 
good tree  can’t bear bad  fruit. And a 
bad tree  can’t bear good  fruit. 19 Ev ery 
tree that does not bear good  fruit is cut 
down. It is  thrown into the fire. 20 You 
can tell each tree by its  fruit.

TRUE AND FALSE DISCIPLES
21 “Not ev ery one who says to me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of 
heav en. Only  those who do what my Fa
ther in heav en  wants will en ter. 22 Many 
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord! Lord! 
 Didn’t we proph e sy in your name? 
 Didn’t we  drive out de mons in your 
name?  Didn’t we do many mir a cles 
in your name?’ 23 Then I will tell them 

Do not  throw your  pearls to pigs. If 
you do, they  might walk all over them. 
They  might turn  around and tear you to 
piec es.

ASK, SEARCH, KNOCK
7 “Ask, and it will be giv en to you. 

 Search, and you will find.  Knock, and 
the door will be  opened to you. 8 Ev
ery one who asks will re ceive. The one 
who search es will find. The door will be 
 opened to the one who  knocks.

9 “Sup pose your son asks for  bread. 
 Which of you will give him a  stone? 
10 Or sup pose he asks for a fish.  Which 
of you will give him a  snake? 11 Even 
 though you are evil, you know how to 
give good  gifts to your chil dren. How 
much more will your Fa ther who is in 
heav en give good  gifts to  those who ask 
him! 12 In ev ery thing, do to oth ers what 
you  would want them to do to you. This 
is what is writ ten in the Law and in the 
Proph ets.

THE LARGE AND SMALL GATES
13 “En ter  God’s king dom  through the 

nar row gate. The gate is  large and the 
road is wide that  leads to ruin. Many 

WHAT SHOULD I SAY TO GOD WHEN  
I PRAY?

Tell him whatever is on your mind. Some kids think you always have to pray 
the same thing. It is easy to pray the same words you prayed last time. And that is OK. But you 
do not have to say the same thing every time. You can think about what you are saying and 
humbly be honest with God. The Lord’s Prayer can be a guide for what to talk to God about. 

Here is a short list: (1) Thank God for what he has done,  
(2) Confess your sins. Tell him you are sorry for the 

bad things you have done, or (3) Ask him to help 
others, guide you, and give you strength to do 

what is right. Talk to God about anything that 
is on your mind.

 Matthew 6:9 – 13

Related verses:
James 5:16;  
1 Peter 5:7
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ease came and got down on his  knees 
in  front of  Jesus. He said, “Lord, if you 
are will ing to make me ‘ clean,’ you can 
do it.”

3  Jesus  reached out his hand and 
 touched the man. “I am will ing to do it,” 
he said. “Be ‘ clean’!”  Right away the man 
was  healed of his skin dis ease. 4 Then 
 Jesus said to him, “ Don’t tell any one. Go 
and show your self to the  priest, and of
fer the gift Mo ses com mand ed. It will be 
a wit ness to ev ery one.”

A ROMAN COMMANDER HAS 
FAITH

5 When  Jesus en tered Ca per na um, a 
Ro man com mand er came to him. He 
 asked  Jesus for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, 
“my ser vant lies at home and  can’t 
move. He is suf fer ing ter ri bly.”

7  Jesus said, “ Shall I come and heal 
him?”

8 The com mand er re plied, “Lord, I am 
not good  enough to have you come into 
my  house. But just say the word, and 
my ser vant will be  healed. 9 I my self am 
a man un der au thor i ty. And I have sol
diers who obey my or ders. I tell this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes. I tell that one, ‘Come,’ 

clear ly, ‘I nev er knew you. Get away 
from me, you who do evil!’

THE WISE AND FOOLISH 
BUILDERS

24 “So then, ev ery one who  hears my 
 words and puts them into prac tice is like 
a wise man. He  builds his  house on the 
rock. 25 The rain  comes down. The wa ter 
ris es. The  winds blow and beat  against 
that  house. But it does not fall. It is  built 
on the rock. 26 But ev ery one who  hears 
my  words and does not put them into 
prac tice is like a fool ish man. He  builds 
his  house on sand. 27 The rain  comes 
down. The wa ter ris es. The  winds blow 
and beat  against that  house. And it  falls 
with a loud  crash.”

28  Jesus fin ished say ing all  these 
 things. The  crowds were  amazed at his 
teach ing. 29  That’s be cause he  taught 
like one who had au thor i ty. He did not 
 speak like  their teach ers of the law.

JESUS HEALS A MAN WHO HAD 
A SKIN DISEASE

8  Jesus came down from the moun
tain side.  Large  crowds fol lowed 
him. 2 A man who had a skin dis

WHAT HAPPENS TO MY MONEY IF 
THE BANK GETS ROBBED?

The money in the bank is insured. The government promises that you will 
always be able to get your money even if someone steals all the money in the bank, so you 
should not worry about your money in the bank. It is safe. Very few banks get robbed, and 
most bank robbers get caught. The few thieves who get away get very little money. Even thieves 
who steal a lot of money will not get your money. Even though your money is safe in the bank, 
your faith in God and love for  Jesus are your 
real treasures. You can take those with you 
when you die!

  
 Matthew 6:19 – 20

Related verses:

Luke 12:33 – 34



1190 MATTHEW 8 

a word. He  healed all who were sick. 
17 This hap pened so that what Isa iah the 
proph et had said  would come true. He 
had said,

  “He suffered the things we should 
have suffered.

  He took on himself the 
sicknesses that should have 
been ours.” (Isaiah 53:4)

THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
18  Jesus saw the  crowd  around him. So 

he gave his dis ci ples or ders to go to the 
oth er side of the Sea of Gal i lee. 19 Then a 
teach er of the law came to him. He said, 
“Teach er, I will fol low you no mat ter 
 where you go.”

20  Jesus re plied, “Fox es have dens. 
 Birds have  nests. But the Son of Man has 
no  place to lay his head.”

21 An oth er fol low er said to him, “Lord, 
 first let me go and bury my fa ther.”

22 But  Jesus told him, “Fol low me. Let 
the dead bury  their own dead.”

JESUS CALMS THE STORM
23  Jesus got into a boat. His dis ci

ples fol lowed him. 24 Sud den ly a ter
ri ble  storm came up on the lake. The 
 waves  crashed over the boat. But  Jesus 

and he  comes. I say to my  slave, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.”

10 When  Jesus  heard this, he was 
 amazed. He said to  those fol low ing him, 
“What I’m  about to tell you is true. In Is
ra el I have not  found any one  whose  faith 
is so  strong. 11 I say to you that many will 
come from the east and the west. They 
will take  their plac es at the  feast in the 
king dom of heav en. They will sit with 
Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob. 12 But  those 
who  think they be long in the king dom 
will be  thrown out side, into the dark
ness.  There they will weep and  grind 
 their  teeth.”

13 Then  Jesus said to the Ro man com
mand er, “Go! It will be done just as you 
be lieved it  would.” And his ser vant was 
 healed at that mo ment.

JESUS HEALS MANY PEOPLE
14 When  Jesus came into Pe ter’s 

 house, he saw Pe ter’s moth erinlaw. 
She was ly ing in bed. She had a fe ver. 
15  Jesus  touched her hand, and the fe ver 
left her. She got up and be gan to  serve 
him.

16 When eve ning came, many peo
ple con trolled by de mons were  brought 
to  Jesus. He  drove out the spir its with 

IS IT WRONG TO WANT TO WEAR 
CLOTHES THAT ARE IN STYLE?

It is all right to wear clothes that are in style. We should take care of 
ourselves, but we should not think that having the latest clothes will make us happy and get 
us friends. Remember, wearing nice clothes does not make a person nice. What is on the inside 
of the person really counts.  People who make and sell clothes are trying to make money, and 
what is considered fashionable changes all the time. Make 
sure you choose quality clothes that are modest and 
affordable, rather than having the best brand or 
fashion-forward outfit.

 Matthew 6:31 – 33

Related verses:

Philippians 4:11 – 12; 

1 Timothy 6:6 – 8
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and  drowned in the wa ter. 33  Those who 
were tend ing the pigs ran off. They went 
into the town and re port ed all this. They 
told the peo ple what had hap pened to 
the men who had been con trolled by de
mons. 34 Then the  whole town went out 
to meet  Jesus. When they saw him, they 
 begged him to  leave  their area.

JESUS FORGIVES AND HEALS A 
MAN WHO COULD NOT WALK

9  Jesus  stepped into a boat. He went 
over to the oth er side of the lake 
and came to his own town. 2 Some 

men  brought to him a man who  could 
not walk. He was ly ing on a mat.  Jesus 
saw that they had  faith. So he said to the 
man, “ Don’t lose hope, son. Your sins 
are for giv en.”

3 Then some teach ers of the law said 
to them selves, “This fel low is say ing a 
very evil  thing!”

4  Jesus knew what they were think
ing. So he said, “Why do you have evil 
 thoughts in your  hearts? 5 Is it eas i er to 
say, ‘Your sins are for giv en’? Or to say, 
‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has au thor i ty 
on  earth to for give sins.” So he  spoke to 
the man who  could not walk. “Get up,” he 

was sleep ing. 25 The dis ci ples went and 
woke him up. They said, “Lord! Save us! 
 We’re go ing to  drown!”

26 He re plied, “Your  faith is so  small! 
Why are you so  afraid?” Then  Jesus got 
up and or dered the  winds and the  waves 
to stop. It be came com plete ly calm.

27 The dis ci ples were  amazed. They 
 asked, “What kind of man is this? Even 
the  winds and the  waves obey him!”

JESUS HEALS TWO MEN 
CONTROLLED BY DEMONS

28  Jesus ar rived at the oth er side of the 
lake in the area of the Gad a renes. Two 
men con trolled by de mons met him. 
They came from the  tombs. The men 
were so wild that no one  could pass that 
way. 29 “Son of God, what do you want 
with us?” they shout ed. “Have you come 
here to pun ish us be fore the time for us 
to be  judged?”

30 Not very far away, a  large herd of 
pigs was feed ing. 31 The de mons  begged 
 Jesus, “If you  drive us out, send us into 
the herd of pigs.”

32  Jesus said to them, “Go!” So the de
mons came out of the men and went into 
the pigs. The  whole herd  rushed down 
the  steep bank. They ran into the lake 

IF I BREAK SOMETHING THAT 
BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE BUT FIX 
IT, DO I HAVE TO TELL WHAT I DID?

Tell the person the truth. God wants us to be honest and respect others, even when it is hard or 
uncomfortable to admit our mistakes. How would you feel if a friend broke something of yours 
and did not tell you? You would probably want to know what happened even if your friend fixed 

it. You probably would not like it if they tried to keep a 
secret from you, and you would probably not like it if 
you found out later. If you break something that belongs 
to someone else, fix it or pay to have it fixed. Also let 
the person know what you did and do not try to hide the 
truth. Treat other  people the way you would like them 
to treat you. That is what  Jesus 
told his disciples to do.

  
 Matthew 7:12

Related verse:

Exodus 22:14
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JESUS IS ASKED ABOUT FASTING
14 One day  John’s dis ci ples came. 

They said to  Jesus, “We and the Phar i
sees of ten go with out eat ing. Why  don’t 
your dis ci ples go with out eat ing?”

15  Jesus an swered, “How can the 
 guests of the  groom be sad  while he is 
with them? The time will come when 
the  groom will be tak en away from 
them. Then they will fast.

16 “Peo ple  don’t sew a  patch of new 
 cloth on old  clothes. The new  piece will 
pull away from the old. That will make 
the tear  worse. 17 Peo ple  don’t pour new 
wine into old wine skins. If they do, the 
 skins will  burst. The wine will run out, 
and the wine skins will be de stroyed. No, 
peo ple pour new wine into new wine
skins. Then both are  saved.”

JESUS HEALS A DEAD GIRL AND 
A SUFFERING WOMAN

18  While  Jesus was say ing this, a syn
a gogue lead er came. He got down on 
his  knees in  front of  Jesus. He said, “My 
daugh ter has just died. But come and 
 place your hand on her. Then she will 

said. “Take your mat and go home.” 7 The 
man got up and went home. 8 When the 
 crowd saw this, they were  filled with 
won der. They  praised God for giv ing that 
kind of au thor i ty to a hu man be ing.

JESUS CHOOSES MATTHEW AND 
EATS WITH SINNERS

9 As  Jesus went on from  there, he saw 
a man  named Mat thew. He was sit ting 
at the tax col lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” 
 Jesus told him. Mat thew got up and fol
lowed him.

10 Lat er  Jesus was hav ing din ner at 
Mat thew’s  house. Many tax col lec tors 
and sin ners came. They ate with  Jesus 
and his dis ci ples. 11 The Phar i sees saw 
this. So they  asked the dis ci ples, “Why 
does your teach er eat with tax col lec tors 
and sin ners?”

12  Jesus  heard this. So he said, “ Those 
who are  healthy  don’t need a doc tor. 
Sick peo ple do. 13 Go and  learn what 
this  means, ‘I want mer cy and not sac
ri fice.’ (Ho sea 6:6) I have not come to get 
 those who  think they are  right with God 
to fol low me. I have come to get sin ners 
to fol low me.”

I WANT TO HAVE NICE FRIENDS, BUT 
HOW DO I KNOW IF KIDS ARE NICE?

You can get an idea of what a person is like by reputation, especially if the 
reputation is good. If you hear from a lot of  people that someone is nice, that’s probably a good 
sign that the person really is nice. Sometimes, however, a person’s reputation is not always 
accurate. Someone may say that someone is stuck-up when, instead, they are only shy. Be careful 
not to judge kids before you know them— give them a chance to show you what they are like!

The best way to know if a kid is nice is to get to know them yourself. Start talking with 
them. The Bible teaches that a person’s words show what is in that person’s heart. If  people talk 
about bad things, use bad language, or tell inappropriate jokes, that gives you a clue about their 
personality. Watch kids in action with other  people. Pretty soon you will know if they’re nice or not.

 Matthew 7:16 – 20

Related verses:

Proverbs 17:17; 20:6
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29 Then he  touched  their eyes. He 
said, “It will hap pen to you just as you 
be lieved.” 30 They  could now see  again. 
 Jesus strong ly  warned them, “Be sure 
that no one  knows  about this.” 31 But 
they went out and  spread the news. 
They  talked  about him all over that area.

32  While they were go ing out, an oth er 
man was  brought to  Jesus. A de mon 
con trolled him, and he  could not  speak. 
33 When the de mon was driv en out, the 
man  spoke. The  crowd was  amazed. 
They said, “Noth ing like this has ever 
been seen in Is ra el.”

34 But the Phar i sees said, “He  drives 
out de mons by the pow er of the  prince 
of de mons.”

THERE ARE ONLY A FEW 
WORKERS

35  Jesus went  through all the  towns 
and vil lag es. He  taught in  their syn a
gogues. He  preached the good news of 
the king dom. And he  healed ev ery ill
ness and sick ness. 36 When he saw the 
 crowds, he felt deep con cern for them. 
They were treat ed bad ly and were help
less, like  sheep with out a shep herd. 
37 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “The 
har vest is huge. But  there are only a few 
work ers. 38 So ask the Lord of the  har vest 

live  again.” 19  Jesus got up and went with 
him. So did his dis ci ples.

20 Just then a wom an came up be hind 
 Jesus. She had a sick ness that made 
her  bleed. It had last ed for 12  years. 
She  touched the edge of his  clothes. 
21 She  thought, “I only need to  touch his 
 clothes. Then I will be  healed.”

22  Jesus  turned and saw her. “Dear 
wom an,  don’t give up hope,” he said. 
“Your  faith has  healed you.” The wom an 
was  healed at that mo ment.

23 When  Jesus en tered the syn a gogue 
lead er’s  house, he saw the  noisy  crowd 
and peo ple play ing  flutes. 24 He said, 
“Go away. The girl is not dead. She is 
sleep ing.” But they  laughed at him. 
25 Af ter the  crowd had been sent out
side,  Jesus went in. He took the girl by 
the hand, and she got up. 26 News  about 
what  Jesus had done  spread all over that 
area.

JESUS HEALS TWO BLIND MEN
27 As  Jesus went on from  there, two 

 blind men fol lowed him. They  called 
out, “Have mer cy on us, Son of Da vid!”

28 When  Jesus went in doors, the  blind 
men came to him. He  asked them, “Do 
you be lieve that I can do this?”

“Yes, Lord,” they re plied.

WHY IS HELL DARK IF THEY  
HAVE FIRES?

The Bible uses a lot of words to describe hell like fire or dark. When the 
author uses the word, fire, that means that in hell there is a lot of burning and pain. It’s like 
having a fever; you feel like you are burning up, but there was no flame. Darkness means 

loneliness. Can you imagine anything lonelier than 
sitting by yourself in total darkness? 

Hell is a terrible place.
  

 Matthew 8:12

Related verses:
Luke 16:24 – 28; 
Revelation 20:15
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eas i er for Sod om and Go mor rah than 
for that town.

16 “I am send ing you out like  sheep 
 among  wolves. So be as wise as  snakes 
and as harm less as  doves. 17  Watch out! 
You will be hand ed over to the lo cal 
 courts. You will be  whipped in the syn
a gogues. 18 You will be  brought to gov er
nors and  kings be cause of me. You will 
be wit ness es to them and to the Gen
tiles. 19 But when they ar rest you,  don’t 
wor ry  about what you will say or how 
you will say it. At that time you will be 
giv en the  right  words to say. 20 It will not 
be you speak ing. The Spir it of your Fa
ther will be speak ing  through you.

21 “Broth ers will hand over broth ers 
to be  killed. Fa thers will hand over  their 
chil dren. Chil dren will rise up  against 
 their par ents and have them put to 
 death. 22 You will be hat ed by ev ery one 
be cause of me. But any one who re mains 
 strong in the  faith will be  saved. 23 When 
peo ple at tack you in one  place, es cape 
to an oth er. What I’m  about to tell you is 
true. You will not fin ish go ing  through 
the  towns of Is ra el be fore the Son of 
Man  comes.

24 “The stu dent is not bet ter than the 
teach er. A  slave is not bet ter than his 
mas ter. 25 It is  enough for stu dents to 
be like  their teach ers. And it is  enough 
for  slaves to be like  their mas ters. If the 
head of the  house has been  called Be
el ze bul, what can the oth ers who live 
 there ex pect?

26 “So  don’t be  afraid of your en e mies. 
Ev ery thing that is se cret will be  brought 
out into the open. Ev ery thing that is 
hid den will be un cov ered. 27 What I tell 
you in the dark,  speak in the day light. 
What is whis pered in your ear,  shout 
from the roof tops. 28 Do not be  afraid of 
 those who kill the body but  can’t kill the 
soul. In stead, be  afraid of the one who 
can de stroy both soul and body in hell. 
29  Aren’t two spar rows sold for only a 
pen ny? But not one of them  falls to the 
 ground out side your Fa ther’s care. 30 He 
even  counts ev ery hair on your head! 
31 So  don’t be  afraid. You are  worth 
more than many spar rows.

32 “What if some one says in  front of 
oth ers that they know me? I will also say 
in  front of my Fa ther who is in heav en 
that I know them. 33 But what if some
one says in  front of oth ers that they  don’t 

to send work ers out into his har vest 
 field.”

JESUS SENDS OUT THE TWELVE 
DISCIPLES

10  Jesus  called for his 12 dis ci
ples to come to him. He gave 
them au thor i ty to  drive out 

evil spir its and to heal ev ery ill ness and 
sick ness.

 2 Here are the  names of the 12 apos
tles.

   First  there were Si mon Pe ter and 
his broth er An drew.

  Then came  James, son of Zeb e dee, 
and his broth er John.

 3 Next were Phil ip and Bar thol o mew,
  and also Thom as and Mat thew the 

tax col lec tor.
  Two more were  James, son of Al

phae us, and Thad dae us.
 4 The last were Si mon the Zeal ot 

and Ju das Is car i ot. Ju das was the 
one who was lat er go ing to hand 
 Jesus over to his en e mies.

5  Jesus sent  these 12 out with the fol
low ing or ders. “Do not go  among the 
Gen tiles,” he said. “Do not en ter any 
town of the Sa mar i tans. 6 In stead, go 
to the peo ple of Is ra el. They are like 
 sheep that have be come lost. 7 As you 
go,  preach this mes sage, ‘The king dom 
of heav en has come near.’ 8 Heal  those 
who are sick.  Bring  those who are dead 
back to life. Make  those who have skin 
dis eas es ‘ clean’  again.  Drive out de
mons. You have re ceived free ly, so give 
free ly.

9 “Do not get any gold, sil ver or cop
per to take with you in your  belts. 10 Do 
not take a bag for the jour ney. Do not 
take ex tra  clothes or san dals or walk ing 
 sticks. A work er  should be giv en what 
he  needs. 11 When you en ter a town or 
vil lage, look for some one who is will ing 
to wel come you. Stay at  their  house un
til you  leave. 12 As you en ter the home, 
 greet  those who live  there. 13 If that 
home wel comes you, give it your bless
ing of  peace. If it does not,  don’t  bless it. 
14 Some peo ple may not wel come you or 
lis ten to your  words. If they  don’t,  leave 
that home or town, and  shake the dust 
off your feet. 15 What I’m  about to tell 
you is true. On judg ment day it will be 
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who does not give up  their  faith be cause 
of me.”

7 As  John’s dis ci ples were leav ing, 
 Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John. He said, “What did you go out into 
the des ert to see? Tall  grass wav ing in 
the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out 
to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? 
No. Peo ple who wear fine  clothes are in 
 kings’ pal ac es. 9 Then what did you go 
out to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a proph et. 10 He is the one 
writ ten  about in Scrip ture. It says,

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead 
of you.

  He will prepare your way for 
you.’ (Malachi 3:1)

11 What I’m  about to tell you is true. No 
one more im por tant than John the Bap
tist has ever been born. But the  least 
im por tant per son in the king dom of 
heav en is more im por tant than he is. 
12  Since the days of John the Bap tist, the 
king dom of heav en has been un der at
tack. And vi o lent peo ple are tak ing hold 
of it. 13 All the Proph ets and the Law 
proph e sied un til John came. 14 If you 
are will ing to ac cept it, John is the Eli jah 
who was sup posed to come. 15 Who ev er 
has ears  should lis ten.

16 “What can I com pare to day’s peo
ple to? They are like chil dren sit ting in 
the mar kets and call ing out to oth ers. 
They say,

 17 “ ‘We played the flute for you.
  But you didn’t dance.
  We sang a funeral song.
  But you didn’t become sad.’
18 When John came, he  didn’t eat or 
 drink as you do. And peo ple say, ‘He has 
a de mon.’ 19 But when the Son of Man 
came, he ate and  drank as you do. And 
peo ple say, ‘This fel low is al ways eat ing 
and drink ing far too much. He’s a  friend 
of tax col lec tors and “sin ners.” ’ By wise 
ac tions wis dom is  shown to be  right.”

TOWNS THAT DO NOT TURN 
AWAY FROM SIN

20  Jesus be gan to  speak  against the 
 towns  where he had done most of his 
mir a cles. The peo ple  there had not 
 turned away from  their sins. So he said, 
21 “How ter ri ble it will be for you, Cho
ra zin! How ter ri ble for you, Beth sa i da! 

know me? I will say in  front of my Fa ther 
who is in heav en that I  don’t know them.

34 “Do not  think that I came to  bring 
 peace to the  earth. I  didn’t come to 
 bring  peace. I came to  bring a  sword. 35 I 
have come to turn

  “ ‘sons against their fathers.
  Daughters will refuse to obey 

their mothers.
  Daughtersinlaw will be against 

their mothersinlaw.
 36 A man’s enemies will be the 

members of his own family.’
 (Micah 7:6)

37 “Any one who  loves  their fa ther or 
moth er more than me is not wor thy 
of me. Any one who  loves  their son or 
daugh ter more than me is not wor thy of 
me. 38 Who ev er does not pick up  their 
 cross and fol low me is not wor thy of me. 
39 Who ev er  finds  their life will lose it. 
Who ev er los es  their life be cause of me 
will find it.

40 “Any one who wel comes you wel
comes me. And any one who wel
comes me wel comes the one who sent 
me. 41 Sup pose some one wel comes a 
proph et as a proph et. They will re ceive 
a proph et’s re ward. And sup pose some
one wel comes a god ly per son as a god ly 
per son. They will re ceive a god ly per
son’s re ward. 42 Sup pose some one  gives 
even a cup of cold wa ter to a lit tle one 
who fol lows me. What I’m  about to tell 
you is true. That per son will cer tain ly be 
re ward ed.”

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST

11  Jesus fin ished teach ing his 12 
dis ci ples. Then he went on to 
 teach and  preach in the  towns 

of Gal i lee.
2 John the Bap tist was in pris on. 

When he  heard  about the ac tions of the 
Mes si ah, he sent his dis ci ples to him. 
3 They  asked  Jesus, “Are you the one who 
is sup posed to come? Or  should we look 
for some one else?”

4  Jesus re plied, “Go back to John. 
Re port to him what you hear and see. 
5  Blind peo ple re ceive  sight. Dis abled 
peo ple walk.  Those who have skin dis
eas es are made ‘ clean.’ Deaf peo ple 
hear.  Those who are dead are  raised to 
life. And the good news is  preached to 
 those who are poor. 6  Blessed is any one 
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6 I tell you that some thing more im por
tant than the tem ple is here. 7 Scrip ture 
says, ‘I want mer cy and not sac ri fice.’ 
(Ho sea 6:6) You  don’t know what  those 
 words mean. If you did, you  would not 
 bring charg es  against  those who are not 
 guilty. 8 The Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sab bath day.”

9 Go ing on from that  place,  Jesus went 
into  their syn a gogue. 10 A man with a 
weak and twist ed hand was  there. The 
Phar i sees were try ing to ac cuse  Jesus of a 
 crime. So they  asked him, “Does the Law 
al low us to heal on the Sab bath day?”

11 He said to them, “What if one of 
your  sheep  falls into a pit on the Sab
bath day?  Won’t you take hold of it and 
lift it out? 12 A per son is  worth more than 
 sheep! So the Law al lows us to do good 
on the Sab bath day.”

13 Then  Jesus said to the man, “ Stretch 
out your hand.” So he  stretched it out. It 
had been made as good as new. It was 
just as good as the oth er hand. 14 But the 
Phar i sees went out and  planned how to 
kill  Jesus.

GOD’S CHOSEN SERVANT
15  Jesus knew all  about the Phar i sees’ 

 plans. So he left that  place. A  large  crowd 
fol lowed him, and he  healed all who 
were sick. 16 But he  warned them not to 
tell oth er peo ple  about him. 17 This was 
to make what was spo ken  through the 
proph et Isa iah come true. It says,

 18 “Here is my servant. I have chosen 
him.

  He is the one I love. I am very 
pleased with him.

  I will put my Spirit on him.
  He will announce to the nations 

that everything will be 
made right.

 19 He will not argue or cry out.
  No one will hear his voice in the 

streets.
 20 He will not break a bent twig.
  He will not put out a dimly 

burning flame.
  He will make right win over wrong.
 21 The nations will put their hope 

in him.” (Isaiah 42:1–4)

JESUS AND BEELZEBUL
22 A man con trolled by de mons was 

 brought to  Jesus. The man was  blind and 

Sup pose the mir a cles done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Si don. They 
 would have  turned away from  their 
sins long ago. They  would have put on 
 clothes for mourn ing. They  would have 
sat down in ash es. 22 But I tell you this. 
On judg ment day it will be eas i er for 
Tyre and Si don than for you. 23 And 
what  about you, Ca per na um? Will you 
be lift ed to the heav ens? No! You will go 
down to the  place of the dead. Sup pose 
the mir a cles done in you had been done 
in Sod om. It  would  still be here to day. 
24 But I tell you this. On judg ment day it 
will be eas i er for Sod om than for you.”

REST FOR ALL WHO ARE TIRED
25 At that time  Jesus said, “I  praise 

you, Fa ther. You are Lord of heav en and 
 earth. You have hid den  these  things 
from wise and ed u cat ed peo ple. But 
you have  shown them to lit tle chil dren. 
26 Yes, Fa ther. This is what you want ed 
to do.

27 “My Fa ther has giv en all  things 
to me. The Fa ther is the only one who 
 knows the Son. And the only ones who 
know the Fa ther are the Son and  those 
to whom the Son choos es to make him 
 known.

28 “Come to me, all you who are  tired 
and are car ry ing  heavy  loads. I will give 
you rest. 29 Be come my ser vants and 
 learn from me. I am gen tle and free of 
 pride. You will find rest for your  souls. 
30 Serv ing me is easy, and my load is 
 light.”

JESUS IS LORD OF THE SABBATH 
DAY

12 One Sab bath day  Jesus  walked 
 through the grain fields. His 
dis ci ples were hun gry. So they 

be gan to  break off some  heads of  grain 
and eat them. 2 The Phar i sees saw this. 
They said to  Jesus, “Look! It is  against 
the Law to do this on the Sab bath day. 
But your dis ci ples are do ing it any way!”

3  Jesus an swered, “ Haven’t you read 
 about what Da vid did? He and his men 
were hun gry. 4 So he en tered the  house 
of God. He and his men ate the holy 
 bread. Only  priests were al lowed to eat 
it. 5  Haven’t you read the Law? It  tells 
how ev ery Sab bath day the  priests in 
the tem ple have to do  their work on that 
day. But they are not con sid ered  guilty. 
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said, “Teach er, we want to see a sign 
from you.”

39 He an swered, “Evil and un faith ful 
peo ple ask for a sign! But none will be 
giv en ex cept the sign of the proph et Jo
nah. 40 Jo nah was in the bel ly of a huge 
fish for  three days and  three  nights. 
Some thing like that will hap pen to the 
Son of Man. He will  spend  three days 
and  three  nights in the  grave. 41 The 
men of Nin e veh will  stand up on judg
ment day with the peo ple now liv ing. 
And the Nin e vites will  prove that  these 
peo ple are  guilty. The men of Nin e veh 
 turned away from  their sins when Jo nah 
 preached to them. And now some thing 
more im por tant than Jo nah is here. 
42 The  Queen of the  South will  stand up 
on judg ment day with the peo ple now 
liv ing. And she will  prove that they are 
 guilty. She came from very far away to 
lis ten to Sol o mon’s wis dom. And now 
some thing more im por tant than Sol o
mon is here.

43 “What hap pens when an evil spir it 
 comes out of a per son? It goes  through 
dry ar eas look ing for a  place to rest. But 
it  doesn’t find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will re
turn to the  house I left.’ When it ar rives 
 there, it  finds the  house emp ty. The 
 house has been  swept  clean and put in 
or der. 45 Then the evil spir it goes and 
 takes with it sev en oth er spir its more 
evil than it self. They go in and live  there. 
That per son is  worse off than be fore. 
That is how it will be with the evil peo ple 
of to day.”

JESUS’ MOTHER AND BROTHERS
46  While  Jesus was  still talk ing to the 

 crowd, his moth er and broth ers  stood 
out side. They want ed to  speak to him. 
47 Some one told him, “Your moth er 
and broth ers are stand ing out side. They 
want to  speak to you.”

48  Jesus re plied to him, “Who is my 
moth er? And who are my broth ers?” 
49  Jesus point ed to his dis ci ples. He said, 
“Here is my moth er! Here are my broth
ers! 50 Any one who does what my Fa ther 
in heav en  wants is my broth er or sis ter 
or moth er.”

THE STORY OF THE FARMER

13 That same day  Jesus left the 
 house and sat by the Sea of Gal
i lee. 2  Large  crowds  gath ered 

 could not  speak.  Jesus  healed him. Then 
the man  could  speak and see. 23 All the 
peo ple were  amazed. They said, “ Could 
this be the Son of Da vid?”

24 The Phar i sees  heard this. So they 
said, “This fel low  drives out de mons by 
the pow er of Be el ze bul, the  prince of de
mons.”

25  Jesus knew what they were think ing. 
So he said to them, “Ev ery king dom that 
 fights  against it self will be de stroyed. Ev
ery city or fam i ly that is di vid ed  against 
it self will not  stand. 26 If Sa tan  drives out 
Sa tan, he  fights  against him self. Then 
how can his king dom  stand? 27 You say 
I  drive out de mons by the pow er of Be
el ze bul. Then by  whose pow er do your 
peo ple  drive them out? So then, they will 
be your judg es. 28 But sup pose I  drive 
out de mons by the Spir it of God. Then 
the king dom of God has come to you.

29 “Or  think  about this. How can you 
en ter a  strong  man’s  house and just take 
what the man owns? You must  first tie 
him up. Then you can rob his  house.

30 “Any one who is not with me is 
 against me. Any one who does not gath
 er  sheep with me scat ters them. 31 So 
here is what I tell you. Ev ery kind of 
sin and ev ery evil word spo ken  against 
God will be for giv en. But speak ing evil 
 things  against the Holy Spir it will not be 
for giv en. 32 Any one who  speaks a word 
 against the Son of Man will be for giv en. 
But any one who  speaks  against the Holy 
Spir it will not be for giv en. A per son like 
that  won’t be for giv en ei ther now or in 
days to come.

33 “If you make a tree good, its  fruit 
will be good. If you make a tree bad, its 
 fruit will be bad. You can tell a tree by its 
 fruit. 34 You nest of poi son ous  snakes! 
How can you who are evil say any thing 
good? Your  mouths say ev ery thing that is 
in your  hearts. 35 A good man says good 
 things.  These come from the good that is 
 stored up in side him. An evil man says 
evil  things.  These come from the evil 
that is  stored up in side him. 36 But here is 
what I tell you. On judg ment day, ev ery
one will have to ac count for ev ery emp ty 
word they have spo ken. 37 By your  words 
you will be  found  guilty or not  guilty.”

THE SIGN OF JONAH
38 Some of the Phar i sees and the 

teach ers of the law came to  Jesus. They 
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16 But  blessed are your eyes be cause 
they see. And  blessed are your ears 
be cause they hear. 17 What I’m  about 
to tell you is true. Many proph ets and 
god ly peo ple want ed to see what you 
see. But they  didn’t see it. They want ed 
to hear what you hear. But they  didn’t 
hear it.

18 “Lis ten! Here is the mean ing of 
the sto ry of the farm er. 19 Peo ple hear 
the mes sage  about the king dom but do 
not un der stand it. Then the evil one 
 comes. He  steals what was plant ed in 
 their  hearts.  Those peo ple are like the 
seed plant ed on a path. 20 The seed that 
fell on  rocky plac es is like oth er peo
ple. They hear the mes sage and at once 
re ceive it with joy. 21 But they have no 
 roots. So they last only a  short time. 
They quick ly fall away from the  faith 
when trou ble or suf fer ing  comes be
cause of the mes sage. 22 The seed that 
fell  among the  thorns is like oth ers who 
hear the mes sage. But then the wor
ries of this life and the  false prom is es 
of  wealth  crowd it out. They keep the 
mes sage from pro duc ing  fruit. 23 But 
the seed that fell on good soil is like 
 those who hear the mes sage and un
der stand it. They pro duce a crop 100, 
60 or 30  times more than the farm er 
plant ed.”

THE STORY OF THE WEEDS
24  Jesus told the  crowd an oth er sto ry. 

“Here is what the king dom of heav en is 
like,” he said. “A man plant ed good seed 
in his  field. 25 But  while ev ery one was 
sleep ing, his en e my came. The en e my 
plant ed  weeds  among the  wheat and 
then went away. 26 The  wheat be gan to 
grow and form  grain. At the same time, 
 weeds ap peared.

27 “The own er’s  slaves came to him. 
They said, ‘Sir,  didn’t you  plant good 
seed in your  field? Then  where did the 
 weeds come from?’

28 “ ‘An en e my did this,’ he re plied.
“The  slaves  asked him, ‘Do you want 

us to go and pull up the  weeds?’
29 “ ‘No,’ the own er an swered. ‘ While 

you are pull ing up the  weeds, you  might 
pull up the  wheat with them. 30 Let both 
grow to geth er un til the har vest. At that 
time I will tell the work ers what to do. 
Here is what I will say to them.  First col
lect the  weeds. Tie them in bun dles to be 

 around him. So he got into a boat and sat 
down. All the peo ple  stood on the  shore. 
3 Then he told them many  things us ing 
sto ries. He said, “A farm er went out to 
 plant his seed. 4 He scat tered the seed 
on the  ground. Some fell on a path.  Birds 
came and ate it up. 5 Some seed fell on 
 rocky plac es,  where  there  wasn’t much 
soil. The  plants came up quick ly, be cause 
the soil  wasn’t deep. 6 When the sun 
came up, it  burned the  plants. They  dried 
up be cause they had no  roots. 7 Oth er 
seed fell  among  thorns. The  thorns grew 
up and crowd ed out the  plants. 8  Still oth
 er seed fell on good soil. It pro duced a 
crop 100, 60 or 30  times more than what 
was plant ed. 9 Who ev er has ears  should 
lis ten.”

10 The dis ci ples came to him. They 
 asked, “Why do you use sto ries when 
you  speak to the peo ple?”

11 He re plied, “Be cause you have 
been giv en the knowl edge of the se
crets of the king dom of heav en. It has 
not been giv en to out sid ers. 12 Ev ery one 
who has this kind of knowl edge will be 
giv en more knowl edge. In fact, they will 
have very much. If any one  doesn’t have 
this kind of knowl edge, even what lit tle 
they have will be tak en away from them. 
13 Here is why I use sto ries when I  speak 
to the peo ple. I say,

  “They look, but they don’t really 
see.

  They listen, but they don’t really 
hear or understand.

14 In them the  words of the proph et Isa
iah come true. He said,

  “ ‘You will hear but never 
understand.

  You will see but never know 
what you are seeing.

 15 The hearts of these people have 
become stubborn.

  They can barely hear with their 
ears.

  They have closed their eyes.
  Otherwise they might see with 

their eyes.
  They might hear with their ears.
  They might understand with 

their hearts.
  They might turn to the Lord, and 

then he would heal them.’
 (Isaiah 6:9,10)
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THE STORIES OF THE HIDDEN 
TREASURE AND THE PEARL

44 “The king dom of heav en is like trea
sure that was hid den in a  field. When 
a man  found it, he hid it  again. He was 
very hap py. So he went and sold ev ery
thing he had. And he  bought that  field.

45 “ Again, the king dom of heav en is 
like a trad er who was look ing for fine 
 pearls. 46 He  found one that was very 
valu able. So he went away and sold ev
ery thing he had. And he  bought that 
 pearl.

THE STORY OF THE NET
47 “ Again, the king dom of heav en is 

like a net. It was let down into the lake. 
It  caught all  kinds of fish. 48 When it was 
full, the fish er men  pulled it up on the 
 shore. Then they sat down and gath
ered the good fish into bas kets. But they 
 threw the bad fish away. 49 This is how 
it will be on judg ment day. The an gels 
will come. They will sep a rate the peo
ple who did what is  wrong from  those 
who did what is  right. 50 They will  throw 
the evil peo ple into the blaz ing fur nace. 
 There the evil ones will weep and  grind 
 their  teeth.

51 “Do you un der stand all  these 
 things?”  Jesus  asked.

“Yes,” they re plied.
52 He said to them, “Ev ery teach er of 

the law who has be come a dis ci ple in 
the king dom of heav en is like the own er 
of a  house. He  brings new trea sures out 
of his store room as well as old ones.”

A PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR
53  Jesus fin ished tell ing  these sto ries. 

Then he  moved on from  there. 54 He 
came to his home town of Naz a reth. 
 There he be gan teach ing the peo ple in 
 their syn a gogue. They were  amazed. 
“ Where did this man get this wis dom? 
 Where did he get this pow er to do mir
a cles?” they  asked. 55 “ Isn’t this the car
pen ter’s son?  Isn’t his moth er’s name 
Mary?  Aren’t his broth ers  James, Jo seph, 
Si mon and Ju das? 56  Aren’t all his sis ters 
with us? Then  where did this man get all 
 these  things?” 57 They were not  pleased 
with him at all.

But  Jesus said to them, “A proph et is 
hon ored ev ery where ex cept in his own 
town and in his own home.”

 burned. Then gath er the  wheat.  Bring it 
into my store room.’ ”

THE STORIES OF THE MUSTARD 
SEED AND THE YEAST

31  Jesus told the  crowd an oth er sto ry. 
He said, “The king dom of heav en is 
like a mus tard seed. Some one took the 
seed and plant ed it in a  field. 32 It is the 
small est of all  seeds. But when it  grows, 
it is the larg est of all gar den  plants. It be
comes a tree.  Birds come and rest in its 
branch es.”

33  Jesus told them  still an oth er sto ry. 
“The king dom of heav en is like  yeast,” 
he said. “A wom an  mixed it into 60 
 pounds of  flour. The  yeast  worked its 
way all  through the  dough.”

34  Jesus  spoke all  these  things to the 
 crowd us ing sto ries. He did not say any
thing to them with out tell ing a sto ry. 
35 So the  words spo ken by the proph et 
came true. He had said,

  “I will open my mouth and tell 
stories.

  I will speak about things 
that were hidden since 
the world was made.”
 (Psalm 78:2)

JESUS EXPLAINS THE STORY  
OF THE WEEDS

36 Then  Jesus left the  crowd and went 
into the  house. His dis ci ples came to 
him. They said, “Ex plain to us the sto ry 
of the  weeds in the  field.”

37 He an swered, “The one who 
plant ed the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38 The  field is the  world. The good seed 
 stands for the peo ple who be long to the 
king dom. The  weeds are the peo ple who 
be long to the evil one. 39 The en e my 
who  plants them is the dev il. The har
vest is judg ment day. And the work ers 
are an gels.

40 “The  weeds are  pulled up and 
 burned in the fire. That is how it will be 
on judg ment day. 41 The Son of Man will 
send out his an gels. They will weed out of 
his king dom ev ery thing that caus es sin. 
They will also get rid of all who do evil. 
42 They will  throw them into the blaz
ing fur nace.  There peo ple will weep and 
 grind  their  teeth. 43 Then  God’s peo ple 
will  shine like the sun in  their Fa ther’s 
king dom. Who ev er has ears  should lis ten.
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18 “ Bring them here to me,” he said. 
19 Then  Jesus di rect ed the peo ple to 
sit down on the  grass. He took the five 
 loaves and the two fish. He  looked up to 
heav en and gave  thanks. He  broke the 
 loaves into piec es. Then he gave them 
to the dis ci ples. And the dis ci ples gave 
them to the peo ple. 20 All of them ate 
and were sat is fied. The dis ci ples  picked 
up 12 bas kets of left over piec es. 21 The 
num ber of men who ate was  about 
5,000. Wom en and chil dren also ate.

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER
22  Right away  Jesus made the dis ci

ples get into the boat. He had them go 
on  ahead of him to the oth er side of the 
Sea of Gal i lee. Then he sent the  crowd 
away. 23 Af ter he had sent them away, he 
went up on a moun tain side by him self 
to pray. Lat er that  night, he was  there 
 alone. 24 The boat was al ready a long 
way from land. It was be ing pound ed by 
the  waves be cause the wind was blow
ing  against it.

25 Short ly be fore dawn,  Jesus went out 
to the dis ci ples. He  walked on the lake. 
26 They saw him walk ing on the lake and 
were ter ri fied. “It’s a  ghost!” they said. 
And they  cried out in fear.

27  Right away  Jesus  called out to them, 
“Be  brave! It is I.  Don’t be  afraid.”

28 “Lord, is it you?” Pe ter  asked. “If it 
is, tell me to come to you on the wa ter.”

29 “Come,”  Jesus said.
So Pe ter got out of the boat. He 

 walked on the wa ter to ward  Jesus. 30 But 
when Pe ter saw the wind, he was  afraid. 
He be gan to sink. He  cried out, “Lord! 
Save me!”

31  Right away  Jesus  reached out his 
hand and  caught him. “Your  faith is so 
 small!” he said. “Why did you  doubt 
me?”

32 When they  climbed into the boat, 
the wind died down. 33 Then  those in 
the boat wor shiped  Jesus. They said, 
“You real ly are the Son of God!”

34 They  crossed over the lake and 
land ed at Gen nes a ret. 35 The men who 
 lived  there rec og nized  Jesus. So they 
sent a mes sage all over the near by coun
try side. Peo ple  brought all  those who 
were sick to  Jesus. 36 They  begged him 
to let  those who were sick just  touch the 
edge of his  clothes. And all who  touched 
his  clothes were  healed.

58 He did only a few mir a cles in Naz
a reth be cause the peo ple  there had no 
 faith.

JOHN THE BAPTIST’S HEAD IS 
CUT OFF

14 At that time Her od, the rul er 
of Gal i lee and Pe rea,  heard re
ports  about  Jesus. 2 He said to 

his at ten dants, “This is John the Bap tist. 
He has ris en from the dead! That is why 
he has the pow er to do mir a cles.”

3 Her od had ar rest ed John. He had 
tied him up and put him in pris on be
cause of He ro di as. She was the wife of 
Her od’s broth er Phil ip. 4 John had been 
say ing to Her od, “It is  against the Law 
for you to have her as your wife.” 5 Her od 
want ed to kill John. But he was  afraid of 
the peo ple, be cause they  thought John 
was a proph et.

6 On Her od’s birth day the daugh ter 
of He ro di as  danced for Her od and his 
 guests. She  pleased Her od very much. 
7 So he prom ised to give her any thing 
she  asked for. 8 Her moth er told her 
what to say. So the girl said to Her od, 
“Give me the head of John the Bap tist on 
a big  plate.” 9 The king was very up set. 
But he  thought of his prom ise and his 
din ner  guests. So he told one of his men 
to give her what she  asked for. 10 Her od 
had  John’s head cut off in the pris on. 
11 His head was  brought in on a big  plate 
and giv en to the girl. She then car ried it 
to her moth er. 12  John’s dis ci ples came 
and took his body and bur ied it. Then 
they went and told  Jesus.

JESUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND
13  Jesus  heard what had hap pened to 

John. He want ed to be  alone. So he went 
in a boat to a qui et  place. The  crowds 
 heard  about this. They fol lowed him 
on foot from the  towns. 14 When  Jesus 
came  ashore, he saw a  large  crowd. He 
felt deep con cern for them. He  healed 
 their sick peo ple.

15 When it was al most eve ning, the 
dis ci ples came to him. “ There is noth ing 
here,” they said. “It’s al ready get ting late. 
Send the  crowds away. They can go and 
buy some food in the vil lag es.”

16  Jesus re plied, “They  don’t need to go 
away. You give them some thing to eat.”

17 “We have only five  loaves of  bread 
and two fish,” they an swered.
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  But their hearts are far away 
from me.

 9 Their worship doesn’t mean 
anything to me.

  They teach nothing but human 
rules.’ ” (Isaiah 29:13)

10  Jesus  called the  crowd to him. He 
said, “Lis ten and un der stand. 11 What 
goes into some one’s  mouth does not 
make them ‘un clean.’ It’s what  comes 
out of  their  mouth that  makes them ‘un
clean.’ ”

12 Then the dis ci ples came to him. 
They  asked, “Do you know that the 
Phar i sees were an gry when they  heard 
this?”

13  Jesus re plied, “They are  plants that 
my Fa ther in heav en has not plant ed. 
They will be  pulled up by the  roots. 
14  Leave the Phar i sees. They are  blind 
 guides. If one  blind per son  leads an
oth er  blind per son, both of them will fall 
into a pit.”

15 Pe ter said, “Ex plain this to us.”
16 “ Don’t you un der stand yet?”  Jesus 

 asked them. 17 “ Don’t you see? Ev ery
thing that en ters the  mouth goes into 
the stom ach. Then it goes out of the 

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE 
“UNCLEAN”?

15 Some Phar i sees and some 
teach ers of the law came from 
Je ru sa lem to see  Jesus. They 

 asked, 2 “Why  don’t your dis ci ples obey 
what the el ders  teach? Your dis ci ples 
 don’t wash  their  hands be fore they eat!”

3  Jesus re plied, “And why  don’t you 
obey  God’s com mand? You  would 
rath er fol low your own teach ings! 4 God 
said, ‘Hon or your fa ther and moth er.’ 
(Ex o dus 20:12; Deu ter on omy 5:16) He 
also said, ‘Any one who asks for bad 
 things to hap pen to  their fa ther or moth
 er must be put to  death.’ (Ex o dus 21:17; 
Le vit i cus 20:9) 5 But sup pose peo ple 
have some thing that  might be used to 
help  their par ents. You al low them to say 
it is in stead ‘a gift set  apart for God.’ 6 So 
they do not need to hon or  their fa ther 
or moth er with  their gift. You make the 
word of God use less in or der to fol low 
your own teach ings. 7 You pre tend ers! 
Isa iah was  right when he proph e sied 
 about you. He said,

 8 “ ‘These people honor me by what 
they say.

WOULD GOD MAKE A FRIENDLY 
GHOST LIKE CASPER?

No. Some  people in the Bible thought they saw a ghost or a spirit. The 
disciples thought they were seeing a ghost when they saw  Jesus walking on the water. When 
 Jesus appeared to his disciples after he rose from the dead, he said he was not a ghost. Some 
Bible translations use the word ghost to mean “spirit.” But the Bible does not teach that spirits 
fly around visiting  people. Many  people have believed that  people come back as ghosts after 

death, but that is not taught in the Bible at all.
What some  people call the Holy Ghost is the Holy 

Spirit. When  Jesus left the earth, he sent the 
Holy Spirit to live within us. He is the one 

who comforts, guides, and protects us.

 Matthew 14:26

Related verse:
Luke 24:39
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26 He re plied, “It is not  right to take 
the chil dren’s  bread and  throw it to the 
dogs.”

27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the 
dogs eat the  crumbs that fall from  their 
own er’s ta ble.”

28 Then  Jesus said to her, “Wom an, 
you have  great  faith! You will be giv en 
what you are ask ing for.” And her daugh
ter was  healed at that mo ment.

JESUS FEEDS FOUR THOUSAND
29  Jesus left  there. He  walked  along 

the Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up on 
a moun tain side and sat down. 30  Large 
 crowds came to him. They  brought 
 blind peo ple and  those who  could not 
walk. They also  brought dis abled peo
ple,  those who  could not  speak, and 
many oth ers. They laid them at his feet, 
and he  healed them. 31 The peo ple were 
 amazed.  Those who  could not  speak 
were speak ing. The dis abled were made 
well.  Those not able to walk were walk
ing.  Those who were  blind  could see. So 
the peo ple  praised the God of Is ra el.

32 Then  Jesus  called for his dis ci ples to 
come to him. He said, “I feel deep con
cern for  these peo ple. They have al ready 
been with me  three days. They  don’t 

body. 18 But the  things that come out of 
a per son’s  mouth come from the  heart. 
 Those are the  things that make some one 
‘un clean.’ 19 Evil  thoughts come out of a 
per son’s  heart. So do mur der, adul tery, 
and oth er sex u al sins. And so do steal
ing,  false wit ness, and tell ing lies  about 
oth ers. 20  Those are the  things that make 
you ‘un clean.’ But eat ing with out wash
ing your  hands does not make you ‘un
clean.’ ”

THE FAITH OF A WOMAN  
FROM CANAAN

21  Jesus left Gal i lee and went to the 
area of Tyre and Si don. 22 A wom an from 
Ca naan  lived near Tyre and Si don. She 
came to him and  cried out, “Lord! Son 
of Da vid! Have mer cy on me! A de mon 
con trols my daugh ter. She is suf fer ing 
ter ri bly.”

23  Jesus did not say a word. So his dis
ci ples came to him. They  begged him, 
“Send her away. She  keeps cry ing out 
af ter us.”

24  Jesus an swered, “I was sent only to 
the peo ple of Is ra el. They are like lost 
 sheep.”

25 Then the wom an fell to her  knees in 
 front of him. “Lord! Help me!” she said.

WHY DO SOME  PEOPLE MAKE MUSIC 
WITH BAD WORDS?

Some music writers and performers write and sing inappropriate songs that 
are especially not made for kids. Some music has bad words because the writers and singers 
want to shock their listeners. They want to get everyone’s attention with really, really awful 
words. But much of the time, writers, singers, and producers know that  people will buy that kind 
of music. With the help of a parent, look for 
music that is fun, encouraging, and good for 
kids to listen to.

 Matthew 15:18

Related verses:

Ephesians 4:29; 

Philippians 4:8
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ing no  bread? 9  Don’t you un der stand 
yet?  Don’t you re mem ber the five  loaves 
for the 5,000?  Don’t you re mem ber how 
many bas kets of piec es you gath ered? 
10  Don’t you re mem ber the sev en  loaves 
for the 4,000?  Don’t you re mem ber 
how many bas kets of piec es you gath
ered? 11 How can you pos si bly not un
der stand? I  wasn’t talk ing to you  about 
 bread. But  watch out for the  yeast of the 
Phar i sees and Sad du cees.” 12 Then the 
dis ci ples un der stood that  Jesus was not 
tell ing them to  watch out for the  yeast 
used in  bread. He was warn ing them 
 against what the Phar i sees and Sad du
cees  taught.

PETER SAYS THAT JESUS IS THE 
MESSIAH

13  Jesus went to the area of Caes a rea 
Phi lip pi.  There he  asked his dis ci ples, 
“Who do peo ple say the Son of Man is?”

14 They re plied, “Some say John the 
Bap tist. Oth ers say Eli jah.  Still oth ers say 
Jer e mi ah, or one of the proph ets.”

15 “But what  about you?” he  asked. 
“Who do you say I am?”

16 Si mon Pe ter an swered, “You are 
the Mes si ah. You are the Son of the liv
ing God.”

17  Jesus re plied, “ Blessed are you, Si
mon, son of Jo nah! No mere hu man 
 showed this to you. My Fa ther in heav en 
 showed it to you. 18 Here is what I tell 
you. You are Pe ter. On this rock I will 
 build my  church. The  gates of hell will 
not be  strong  enough to de stroy it. 19 I 
will give you the keys to the king dom 
of heav en. What you lock on  earth will 
be  locked in heav en. What you un lock 
on  earth will be un locked in heav en.” 
20 Then  Jesus or dered his dis ci ples not 
to tell any one that he was the Mes si ah.

JESUS SPEAKS ABOUT HIS 
COMING DEATH

21 From that time on  Jesus be gan to 
ex plain to his dis ci ples what  would hap
pen to him. He told them he must go to 
Je ru sa lem.  There he must suf fer many 
 things from the el ders, the  chief  priests 
and the teach ers of the law. He must be 
 killed and on the  third day rise to life 
 again.

22 Pe ter took  Jesus to one side and be
gan to  scold him. “Nev er, Lord!” he said. 
“This will nev er hap pen to you!”

have any thing to eat. I  don’t want to 
send them away hun gry. If I do, they will 
be come too weak on  their way home.”

33 His dis ci ples an swered him. “ There 
is noth ing here,” they said. “ Where 
 could we get  enough  bread to feed this 
 large  crowd?”

34 “How many  loaves do you have?” 
 Jesus  asked.

“Sev en,” they re plied, “and a few  small 
fish.”

35  Jesus told the  crowd to sit down on 
the  ground. 36 He took the sev en  loaves 
and the fish and gave  thanks. Then he 
 broke them and gave them to the dis
ci ples. And the dis ci ples  passed them 
out to the peo ple. 37 All of them ate 
and were sat is fied. Af ter that, the dis ci
ples  picked up sev en bas kets of left over 
piec es. 38 The num ber of men who ate 
was 4,000. Wom en and chil dren also ate. 
39 Af ter  Jesus had sent the  crowd away, 
he got into the boat. He went to the area 
near Mag a dan.

JESUS IS ASKED FOR A SIGN

16 The Phar i sees and Sad du cees 
came to test  Jesus. They  asked 
him to show them a sign from 

heav en.
2 He re plied, “In the eve ning you look 

at the sky. You say, ‘It will be good weath
 er. The sky is red.’ 3 And in the morn ing 
you say, ‘To day it will be  stormy. The sky 
is red and  cloudy.’ You know the mean
ing of what you see in the sky. But you 
 can’t un der stand the  signs of what is 
hap pen ing  right now. 4 An evil and un
faith ful peo ple look for a sign. But none 
will be giv en to them ex cept the sign of 
Jo nah.” Then  Jesus left them and went 
away.

THE YEAST OF THE PHARISEES 
AND SADDUCEES

5 The dis ci ples  crossed over to the 
oth er side of the lake. They had for got
ten to take  bread. 6 “Be care ful,”  Jesus 
said to them. “ Watch out for the  yeast of 
the Phar i sees and Sad du cees.”

7 The dis ci ples  talked  about this 
 among them selves. They said, “He must 
be say ing this be cause we  didn’t  bring 
any  bread.”

8  Jesus knew what they were say ing. 
So he said, “Your  faith is so  small! Why 
are you talk ing to each oth er  about hav
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pear ance was  changed. His face  shone 
like the sun. His  clothes be came as 
 white as the  light. 3 Just then Mo ses and 
Eli jah ap peared in  front of them. Mo ses 
and Eli jah were talk ing with  Jesus.

4 Pe ter said to  Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 
 three shel ters. One will be for you, one 
for Mo ses, and one for Eli jah.”

5  While Pe ter was  still speak ing, a 
 bright  cloud cov ered them. A  voice from 
the  cloud said, “This is my Son, and I 
love him. I am very  pleased with him. 
Lis ten to him!”

6 When the dis ci ples  heard this, they 
were ter ri fied. They fell with  their fac es 
to the  ground. 7 But  Jesus came and 
 touched them. “Get up,” he said. “ Don’t 
be  afraid.” 8 When they  looked up, they 
saw no one ex cept  Jesus.

9 They came down the moun tain. On 
the way down,  Jesus told them what to 
do. “ Don’t tell any one what you have 
seen,” he said. “Wait un til the Son of 
Man has been  raised from the dead.”

10 The dis ci ples  asked him, “Why do 
the teach ers of the law say that Eli jah 
has to come  first?”

11  Jesus re plied, “ That’s  right. Eli jah is 
sup posed to come and make all  things 
new  again. 12 But I tell you, Eli jah has 
al ready come. Peo ple  didn’t rec og nize 

23  Jesus  turned and said to Pe ter, “Get 
be hind me, Sa tan! You are stand ing in 
my way. You do not have in mind the 
 things God  cares  about. In stead, you 
only have in mind the  things hu mans 
care  about.”

24 Then  Jesus  spoke to his dis ci ples. 
He said, “Who ev er  wants to be my dis
ci ple must say no to them selves. They 
must pick up  their  cross and fol low me. 
25 Who ev er  wants to save  their life will 
lose it. But who ev er los es  their life for 
me will find it. 26 What good is it if some
one  gains the  whole  world but los es 
 their soul? Or what can any one  trade 
for  their soul? 27 The Son of Man is go
ing to come in his Fa ther’s glo ry. His 
an gels will come with him. And he will 
re ward ev ery one in keep ing with what 
they have done.

28 “What I’m  about to tell you is true. 
Some who are stand ing here will not die 
be fore they see the Son of Man com ing 
in his king dom.”

JESUS’ APPEARANCE IS 
CHANGED

17 Af ter six days  Jesus took Pe ter, 
 James, and John the broth
 er of  James with him. He led 

them up a high moun tain. They were 
all  alone. 2  There in  front of them his ap

WHY DOES  JESUS WANT US TO 
FOLLOW HIM?

 Jesus told us to follow him because he is the way to God, heaven, and 
eternal life. When  Jesus was on earth, the disciples and others spent a lot of time with him and 
listened to his words. They went everywhere he went and learned from him. Today, we follow 
 Jesus by copying his example and by doing what he commanded.

 Matthew 16:26 – 27

Related verse:
Matthew 4:19
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 there.’ And it will move. Noth ing will be 
im pos si ble for you.”

JESUS SPEAKS A SECOND TIME 
ABOUT HIS COMING DEATH

22 They came to geth er in Gal i lee. 
Then  Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is go ing to be hand ed over to men. 
23 They will kill him. On the  third day he 
will rise from the dead.” Then the dis ci
ples were  filled with deep sad ness.

JESUS PAYS THE TEMPLE TAX
24  Jesus and his dis ci ples ar rived in 

Ca per na um.  There the peo ple who col
lect the tem ple tax came to Pe ter. They 
 asked him, “ Doesn’t your teach er pay 
the tem ple tax?”

25 “Yes, he does,” he re plied.
When Pe ter came into the  house, 

 Jesus  spoke  first. “What do you  think, 
Si mon?” he  asked. “Who do the  kings of 
the  earth col lect tax es and fees from? Do 
they col lect them from  their own chil
dren or from oth ers?”

26 “From oth ers,” Pe ter an swered.
“Then the chil dren  don’t have to pay,” 

 Jesus said to him. 27 “But we  don’t want 
to make them an gry. So go to the lake 
and  throw out your fish ing line. Take 
the  first fish you  catch. Open its  mouth. 
 There you will find the ex act coin you 

him. They have done to him ev ery thing 
they want ed to do. In the same way, they 
are go ing to make the Son of Man suf fer.” 
13 Then the dis ci ples un der stood that 
 Jesus was talk ing to them  about John the 
Bap tist.

JESUS HEALS A BOY WHO IS 
CONTROLLED BY A DEMON

14 When they came near the  crowd, 
a man ap proached  Jesus. He got on 
his  knees in  front of him. 15 “Lord,” he 
said, “have mer cy on my son. He  shakes 
wild ly and suf fers a  great deal. He of ten 
 falls into the fire or into the wa ter. 16 I 
 brought him to your dis ci ples. But they 
 couldn’t heal him.”

17 “You un be liev ing and evil peo
ple!”  Jesus re plied. “How long do I have 
to stay with you? How long do I have to 
put up with you?  Bring the boy here to 
me.” 18  Jesus or dered the de mon to  leave 
the boy, and it came out of him. He was 
 healed at that mo ment.

19 Then the dis ci ples came to  Jesus in 
pri vate. They  asked, “Why  couldn’t we 
 drive out the de mon?”

20-21 He re plied, “Be cause your  faith 
is much too  small. What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. If you have  faith as  small 
as a mus tard seed, it is  enough. You can 
say to this moun tain, ‘Move from here to 

WILL GOD LET ME VISIT GRANDPA  
IN HEAVEN? 

One of the great things about going to heaven will be getting to see the 
 people you love. If they have trusted in  Jesus, they will be there. If your loved one is in 
heaven, you will be able to see him or her when you 
go there. You will be able to visit with them 
just the way Moses and Elijah visited with 
 Jesus on the mountain.

  
 Matthew 17:1 – 3

Related verse:

Acts 7:56
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be for the  world be cause of the  things 
that  cause peo ple to sin!  Things like 
that must come. But how ter ri ble for the 
per son who caus es them! 8 If your hand 
or foot caus es you to sin, cut it off and 
 throw it away. It  would be bet ter to en
ter the king dom of heav en with only one 
hand than go into hell with two  hands. It 
 would be bet ter to en ter the king dom of 
heav en with only one foot than go into 
hell with two feet. In hell the fire  burns 
for ev er. 9 If your eye caus es you to sin, 
poke it out and  throw it away. It  would 
be bet ter to en ter the king dom of heav en 
with one eye than to have two eyes and 
be  thrown into the fire of hell.

THE STORY OF THE WANDERING 
SHEEP

10-11 “See that you  don’t look down on 
one of  these lit tle ones. Here is what I tell 
you.  Their an gels in heav en are al ways 
with my Fa ther who is in heav en.

12 “What do you  think? Sup pose a 
man owns 100  sheep and one of them 
wan ders away.  Won’t he  leave the 99 
 sheep on the  hills?  Won’t he go and look 
for the one that wan dered off? 13 What 
I’m  about to tell you is true. If he  finds 

need. Take it and give it to them for my 
tax and  yours.”

WHO IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
PERSON IN THE KINGDOM?

18 At that time the dis ci ples 
came to  Jesus. They  asked 
him, “Then who is the most 

im por tant per son in the king dom of 
heav en?”

2  Jesus  called a lit tle  child over to him. 
He had the  child  stand  among them. 
3  Jesus said, “What I’m  about to tell you 
is true. You need to  change and be come 
like lit tle chil dren. If you  don’t, you will 
nev er en ter the king dom of heav en. 
4 Any one who  takes the hum ble po si tion 
of this  child is the most im por tant in the 
king dom of heav en. 5 Any one who wel
comes a lit tle  child like this one in my 
name wel comes me.

DO NOT CAUSE PEOPLE TO SIN
6 “What if some one caus es one of 

 these lit tle ones who be lieve in me to 
sin? If they do, it  would be bet ter for 
them to have a  large mill stone hung 
 around  their neck and be  drowned at the 
bot tom of the sea. 7 How ter ri ble it will 

IF  JESUS DOESN’T WANT US TO GET 
HURT, WHY DID HE TELL US TO CHOP OUR 
HANDS OFF AND POKE OUR EYES OUT?

 Jesus does not want  people to cut off a hand, poke out an eye, or hurt ourselves in any way. 
He was using a very bold statement to make a point. It is like saying, “I would give anything 
to have an ice cream cone right now.” You would not actually give anything. You just want 

everyone to know how badly you want ice 
cream.  Jesus wanted to make  people realize 
how bad sin is. When  Jesus said it that way, 

it showed  people how important it is to 
stop anything that causes sin.

 Matthew 18:8

Related verses:
Matthew 5:29 – 30
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heav en will do it for you. 20  Where two 
or  three peo ple gath er in my name, I am 
 there with them.”

THE SERVANT WHO HAD NO 
MERCY

21 Pe ter came to  Jesus. He  asked, 
“Lord, how many  times  should I for give 
my broth er or sis ter who sins  against 
me? Up to sev en  times?”

22  Jesus an swered, “I tell you, not 
sev en  times, but 77  times.

23 “The king dom of heav en is like 
a king who want ed to col lect all the 
mon ey his ser vants owed him. 24 As the 
king be gan to do it, a man who owed 
him 10,000 bags of gold was  brought to 
him. 25 The man was not able to pay. So 
his mas ter gave an or der. The man, his 
wife, his chil dren, and all he  owned had 
to be sold to pay back what he owed.

26 “Then the ser vant fell on his  knees 
in  front of him. ‘Give me time,’ he 
 begged. ‘I’ll pay ev ery thing back.’ 27 His 
mas ter felt sor ry for him. He for gave him 
what he owed and let him go.

28 “But then that ser vant went out and 
 found one of the oth er ser vants who 
owed him 100 sil ver  coins. He  grabbed 
him and be gan to  choke him. ‘Pay back 
what you owe me!’ he said.

that  sheep, he is hap pi er  about the one 
than  about the 99 that  didn’t wan der 
off. 14 It is the same with your Fa ther in 
heav en. He does not want any of  these 
lit tle ones to die.

WHEN SOMEONE SINS  
AGAINST YOU

15 “If your broth er or sis ter sins  against 
you, go to them. Tell them what they did 
 wrong. Keep it be tween the two of you. 
If they lis ten to you, you have won them 
back. 16 But what if they  won’t lis ten to 
you? Then take one or two oth ers with 
you. Scrip ture says, ‘Ev ery mat ter must 
be  proved by the  words of two or  three 
wit ness es.’ (Deu ter on omy 19:15) 17 But 
what if they also re fuse to lis ten to the 
wit ness es? Then tell it to the  church. 
And what if they re fuse to lis ten even 
to the  church? Then  don’t  treat them 
as a broth er or sis ter.  Treat them as you 
 would  treat an un god ly per son or a tax 
col lec tor.

18 “What I’m  about to tell you is true. 
What you lock on  earth will be  locked in 
heav en. What you un lock on  earth will 
be un locked in heav en.

19 “ Again, here is what I tell you. Sup
pose two of you on  earth  agree  about 
any thing you ask for. My Fa ther in 

WHY DOES GOD WANT US TO PRAY 
TOGETHER?

God enjoys it when his  people pray 
together. It is one of the ways we can help and 
support one another. The Bible calls 
Chris tians a “body.” This means they 
work best when they work together, 
like the different parts of a body. When 
believers pray together, they strengthen 
and encourage each other.

 Matthew 18:19 – 20

Related verses:

2 Chronicles 7:14; 

Psalm 34:3
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2  Large  crowds fol lowed him. He  healed 
them  there.

3 Some Phar i sees came to test  Jesus. 
They  asked, “Does the Law al low a man 
to di vorce his wife for any rea son at all?”

4  Jesus re plied, “ Haven’t you read 
that in the be gin ning the Cre a tor ‘made 
them male and fe male’? (Gen e sis 1:27) 
5 He said, ‘ That’s why a man will  leave 
his fa ther and moth er and be  joined 
to his wife. The two will be come one.’ 
(Gen e sis 2:24) 6 They are no lon ger two, 
but one. So no one  should sep a rate what 
God has  joined to geth er.”

7 They  asked, “Then why did Mo ses 
com mand that a man can give his wife 
a let ter of di vorce and send her away?”

8  Jesus re plied, “Mo ses let you di vorce 
your  wives be cause you were stub born. 
But it was not this way from the be gin
ning. 9 Here is what I tell you. Any one 
who di vorc es his wife and mar ries an
oth er wom an com mits adul tery. A man 
may di vorce his wife only if she has not 
been faith ful to him.”

10 Here is what the dis ci ples said to 
him. “If  that’s the way it is be tween a 
hus band and wife, it is bet ter not to get 
mar ried.”

11  Jesus re plied, “Not ev ery one can 

29 “The oth er ser vant fell on his  knees. 
‘Give me time,’ he  begged him. ‘I’ll pay 
it back.’

30 “But the  first ser vant re fused. In
stead, he went and had the man  thrown 
into pris on. The man  would be held 
 there un til he  could pay back what he 
owed. 31 The oth er ser vants saw what 
had hap pened and were very an gry. 
They went and told  their mas ter ev ery
thing that had hap pened.

32 “Then the mas ter  called the  first 
ser vant in. ‘You evil ser vant,’ he said. ‘I 
for gave all that you owed me be cause 
you  begged me to. 33  Shouldn’t you have 
had mer cy on the oth er ser vant just as I 
had mer cy on you?’ 34 In an ger his mas
ter hand ed him over to the jail ers. He 
 would be pun ished un til he paid back 
ev ery thing he owed.

35 “This is how my Fa ther in heav en 
will  treat each of you un less you for
give your broth er or sis ter from your   
heart.”

JESUS TEACHES ABOUT DIVORCE

19 When  Jesus fin ished say ing 
 these  things, he left Gal i lee. 
He went into the area of Ju dea 

on the oth er side of the Jor dan Riv er. 

WHY DO WE HAVE MARRIAGE?
Not everyone gets married. Some  people have close relationships with 
friends and family. God created marriage as a way for  people to love and 
grow closer to each other and to God himself. He also created marriage as 

the way for bringing children into the world. God knows what is best for us. He knows that it is 
best for babies and children to have a mother and father to protect and care for them. Marriage 
is good. In fact, God brought the first husband and wife together in the Garden of Eden before 

any sin came into the world. Husbands and wives should 
stay together, work out their problems, and be 

good parents. That is God’s plan.

 Matthew 19:5

Related verses:
Genesis 2:4 – 25; 
1 Corinthians 7:1 – 2; 
Ephesians 5:31
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He  asked, “Teach er, what good  thing 
must I do to re ceive eter nal life?”

17 “Why do you ask me  about what is 
good?”  Jesus re plied. “ There is only one 
who is good. If you want to en ter the 
king dom, obey the com mand ments.”

18 “ Which ones?” the man  asked.
 Jesus said, “ ‘Do not mur der. Do not 

com mit adul tery. Do not  steal. Do not 
be a  false wit ness. 19 Hon or your fa ther 
and moth er.’ (Ex o dus 20:12–16; Deu ter
on omy 5:16–20) And ‘love your neigh
bor as you love your self.’ ” (Le vit i cus 
19:18)

20 “I have  obeyed all  those com mand
ments,” the  young man said. “What else 
do I need to do?”

21  Jesus an swered, “If you want to be 
per fect, go and sell ev ery thing you have. 
Give the mon ey to  those who are poor. 
You will have trea sure in heav en. Then 
come and fol low me.”

22 When the  young man  heard this, he 
went away sad. He was very rich.

23 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, 
“What I’m  about to tell you is true. It is 
hard for some one who is rich to en ter 
the king dom of heav en. 24  Again I tell 

ac cept the idea of stay ing sin gle. Only 
 those who have been  helped to live 
with out get ting mar ried can ac cept it. 
12 Some men are not able to have chil
dren be cause they were born that way. 
Some have been made that way by oth
 er peo ple. Oth ers have cho sen to live 
that way in or der to  serve the king dom 
of heav en. The one who can ac cept this 
 should ac cept it.”

LITTLE CHILDREN ARE BROUGHT 
TO JESUS

13 Some peo ple  brought lit tle chil
dren to  Jesus. They want ed him to  place 
his  hands on the chil dren and pray for 
them. But the dis ci ples told them not to 
do it.

14  Jesus said, “Let the lit tle chil dren 
come to me.  Don’t keep them away. The 
king dom of heav en be longs to peo ple 
like them.” 15  Jesus  placed his  hands on 
them to  bless them. Then he went on 
from  there.

RICH PEOPLE AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

16 Just then, a man came up to  Jesus. 

WHY DO SOME MOMS AND DADS 
DIVORCE?

When  people get married, they promise to stay with each other for life. 
They know it won’t always be easy, but they want to work out their problems and stay together. 
When the arguments and other troubles come, some  people don’t know how to handle them or 
can’t move pass them. Usually problems start small. Eventually, problems can become so big 
that the husband, the wife, or both decide to end their marriage. Sometimes a marriage can end 
because one partner is not a Chris tian or one partner is unfaithful.

God wants married  couples to work through tough issues that 
come up in marriage. But sometimes, marriages don’t last. 
He knows that if  people work through issues, their lives 
will almost always be better.

  
 Matthew 19:8 – 9Related verses:

Proverbs 18:22; 

Matthew 19:3 – 12;

Romans 3:23;

1 Corinthians 

7:10 – 11, 26 – 28
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THE STORY OF THE WORKERS  
IN THE VINEYARD

20 “The king dom of heav en is 
like a man who  owned land. 
He went out ear ly in the 

morn ing to hire work ers for his vine
yard. 2 He  agreed to give them the usu al 
pay for a  day’s work. Then he sent them 
into his vine yard.

3 “ About nine  o’clock in the morn ing 
he went out  again. He saw oth ers stand
ing in the mar ket do ing noth ing. 4 He 
told them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vine yard. I’ll pay you what is  right.’ 5 So 
they went.

“He went out  again  about noon and 
at  three  o’clock and did the same  thing. 
6  About five  o’clock he went out and 
 found  still oth ers stand ing  around. He 
 asked them, ‘Why have you been stand
ing here all day long do ing noth ing?’

7 “ ‘Be cause no one has  hired us,’ they 
an swered.

“He said to them, ‘You also go and 
work in my vine yard.’

8 “When eve ning came, the own er of 
the vine yard  spoke to the per son who 

you, it is hard for a cam el to go  through 
the eye of a nee dle. But it is even hard er 
for some one who is rich to en ter the 
king dom of God.”

25 When the dis ci ples  heard this, they 
were real ly  amazed. They  asked, “Then 
who can be  saved?”

26  Jesus  looked at them and said, 
“With peo ple, this is im pos si ble. But 
with God, all  things are pos si ble.”

27 Pe ter an swered him, “We have left 
ev ery thing to fol low you! What re ward 
will be giv en to us?”

28 “What I’m  about to tell you is true,” 
 Jesus said to them. “When all  things are 
made new, the Son of Man will sit on his 
glo ri ous  throne. Then you who have fol
lowed me will also sit on 12  thrones. You 
will  judge the 12  tribes of Is ra el. 29 Sup
pose any one has left hous es, broth ers 
or sis ters, fa ther or moth er, hus band or 
wife, chil dren or  fields be cause of me. 
Any one who has done that will re ceive 
100  times as much. They will also re
ceive eter nal life. 30 But many who are 
 first will be last. And many who are last 
will be  first.

WHY DID THE DISCIPLES TELL THE 
 PEOPLE  JESUS WAS TOO BUSY TO  
SEE THE KIDS?

Many parents brought their children to see  Jesus, and  Jesus always welcomed them. The 
disciples did try to keep kids away from  Jesus. They did not understand how much  Jesus loved 
children. Maybe they thought the kids would be too 
loud. Maybe they thought the kids would be in the 
way. The disciples did not quite understand that 
 Jesus wanted all  people to come to him. 
He especially wanted children to feel 
welcome.  Jesus thinks kids are very 
important.

 Matthew 19:13 – 14

Related verses: 

Matthew 18:1–6
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JESUS SPEAKS A THIRD TIME 
ABOUT HIS COMING DEATH

17  Jesus was go ing up to Je ru sa lem. 
On the way, he took his 12 dis ci ples to 
one side to talk to them. 18 “We are go
ing up to Je ru sa lem,” he said. “The Son 
of Man will be hand ed over to the  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law. They 
will sen tence him to  death. 19 Then they 
will hand him over to the Gen tiles. The 
peo ple will make fun of him and whip 
him. They will nail him to a  cross. On 
the  third day, he will rise from the dead!”

A MOTHER ASKS A FAVOR  
OF JESUS

20 The moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons 
came to  Jesus. Her sons came with her. 
Get ting on her  knees, she  asked a fa vor 
of him.

21 “What do you want?”  Jesus  asked.
She said, “Prom ise me that one of my 

two sons may sit at your  right hand in 
your king dom. Prom ise that the oth er 
one may sit at your left hand.”

22 “You  don’t know what  you’re  ask ing 

was in  charge of the work ers. He said, 
‘Call the work ers and give them  their 
pay. Be gin with the last ones I  hired. 
Then go on to the  first ones.’

9 “The work ers who were  hired  about 
five  o’clock came. Each re ceived the 
usu al  day’s pay. 10 So when  those who 
were  hired  first came, they ex pect ed 
to re ceive more. But each of them also 
re ceived the usu al  day’s pay. 11 When 
they re ceived it, they be gan to com plain 
 about the own er. 12 ‘ These peo ple who 
were  hired last  worked only one hour,’ 
they said. ‘You have paid them the same 
as us. We have done most of the work 
and have been in the hot sun all day.’

13 “The own er an swered one of them. 
‘ Friend,’ he said, ‘I’m be ing fair to you. 
 Didn’t you  agree to work for the usu al 
 day’s pay? 14 Take your mon ey and go. I 
want to give the one I  hired last the same 
pay I gave you. 15  Don’t I have the  right 
to do what I want with my own mon ey? 
Do you feel cheat ed be cause I gave so 
free ly to the oth ers?’

16 “So  those who are last will be  first. 
And  those who are  first will be last.”

AFTER OUR PARENTS PRAY WITH US, 
DO WE STILL NEED TO PRAY ON OUR 
OWN LATER?

Your parents pray with you each day to help you learn how to pray. The prayers that you say 
with them are your prayers and are about you talking to God. Whoever is praying with you 
probably also has their own time when they talk to God.

If there is something that you want to talk to God about on your own, after praying with 
your parents or at any other time, go ahead. God 
loves to hear from you! Your parents will also be 
happy to know that you are learning praying on your 
own too.

The reason that your parents are teaching you to 
pray is so that when you are older, you will be able 
to pray all by yourself and get to know God better 
without them being there.

  
 Matthew 19:14 – 15

Related verses:
Luke 18:15 – 17
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side of the road. They  heard that  Jesus 
was go ing by. So they shout ed, “Lord! 
Son of Da vid! Have mer cy on us!”

31 The  crowd com mand ed them to 
stop. They told them to be qui et. But the 
two men shout ed even loud er, “Lord! 
Son of Da vid! Have mer cy on us!”

32  Jesus  stopped and  called out to 
them. “What do you want me to do for 
you?” he  asked.

33 “Lord,” they an swered, “we want to 
be able to see.”

34  Jesus felt deep con cern for them. 
He  touched  their eyes.  Right away they 
 could see. And they fol lowed him.

JESUS COMES TO JERUSALEM  
AS KING

21 As they all ap proached Je
ru sa lem, they came to Beth
pha ge. It was on the  Mount of 

Ol ives.  Jesus sent out two dis ci ples. 2 He 
said to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead of 
you. As soon as you get  there, you will 
find a don key tied up. Her colt will be 
with her. Un tie them and  bring them to 
me. 3 If any one says any thing to you, say 
that the Lord  needs them. The own er 
will send them  right away.”

for,”  Jesus said to them. “Can you  drink 
the cup of suf fer ing I am go ing to  drink?”

“We can,” they an swered.
23  Jesus said to them, “You will cer

tain ly  drink from my cup. But it is not for 
me to say who will sit at my  right or left 
hand.  These plac es be long to  those my 
Fa ther has pre pared them for.”

24 The oth er ten dis ci ples  heard 
 about this. They be came an gry at the 
two broth ers. 25  Jesus  called them to
geth er. He said, “You know  about the 
rul ers of the Gen tiles. They hold pow er 
over  their peo ple.  Their high of fi cials 
or der them  around. 26  Don’t be like 
that. In stead, any one who  wants to be 
im por tant  among you must be your 
ser vant. 27 And any one who  wants 
to be  first must be your  slave. 28 Be 
like the Son of Man. He did not come  
to be  served. In stead, he came to  serve 
oth ers. He came to give his life as the 
 price for set ting many peo ple free.”

TWO BLIND MEN RECEIVE THEIR 
SIGHT

29  Jesus and his dis ci ples were leav
ing Jer i cho. A  large  crowd fol lowed him. 
30 Two  blind men were sit ting by the 

WHY DO SOME KIDS GET THEIR 
ALLOWANCES FOR FREE AND OTHERS 
HAVE TO EARN IT?

Every family is different. In some families, children earn their allowances by doing chores. In 
other families, children receive money just for being part of the family. And in some families, 
kids do not get any allowance at all. It is all up to the parents. Be thankful for the opportunity 
to help each other at home. Learn how to be a good worker and how to be a member of 
a team. You will always find a reason to complain if you compare your family with others. 
Remember that God put you and your family 
together for a purpose. Remember to be 
thankful for that.

 Matthew 20:11 – 12

Related verses:

Deuteronomy 5:16;

Ecclesiastes 7:11 – 12
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“Yes,” re plied  Jesus. “ Haven’t you ever 
read  about it in Scrip ture? It says,

  “ ‘Lord, you have made sure that 
children and infants

  praise you.’ ” (Psalm 8:2)
17 Then  Jesus left the peo ple and went 

out of the city to Beth a ny. He  spent the 
 night  there.

JESUS MAKES A FIG TREE DRY 
UP

18 Ear ly in the morn ing,  Jesus was on 
his way back to Je ru sa lem. He was hun
gry. 19 He saw a fig tree by the road. He 
went up to it but  found noth ing on it ex
cept  leaves. Then he said to it, “May you 
nev er bear  fruit  again!”  Right away the 
tree  dried up.

20 When the dis ci ples saw this, they 
were  amazed. “How did the fig tree dry 
up so quick ly?” they  asked.

21  Jesus re plied, “What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. You must have  faith and 
not  doubt. Then you can do what was 
done to the fig tree. And you can say to 
this moun tain, ‘Go and  throw your self 
into the sea.’ It will be done. 22 If you be
lieve, you will re ceive what you ask for 
when you pray.”

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS IS 
QUESTIONED

23  Jesus en tered the tem ple court
yard.  While he was teach ing  there, the 
 chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple 
came to him. “By what au thor i ty are you 
do ing  these  things?” they  asked. “Who 
gave you this au thor i ty?”

24  Jesus re plied, “I will also ask you 
one ques tion. If you an swer me, I will 
tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing 
 these  things. 25  Where did  John’s bap
tism come from? Was it from heav en? 
Or did it come from hu man au thor i ty?”

They  talked to one an oth er  about it. 
They said, “If we say, ‘From heav en,’ 
he will ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be
lieve him?’ 26 But what if we say, ‘From 
hu man au thor i ty’? We are  afraid of the 
peo ple. Ev ery one be lieves that John was 
a proph et.”

27 So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t 
know.”

 Jesus said, “Then I  won’t tell you by 
what au thor i ty I am do ing  these  things 
ei ther.

4 This took  place so that what was 
spo ken  through the proph et  would 
come true. It says,

 5 “Say to the city of Zion,
  ‘See, your king comes to you.
  He is gentle and riding on a 

donkey.
  He is riding on a donkey’s colt.’ ”

 (Zechariah 9:9)
6 The dis ci ples went and did what 

 Jesus told them to do. 7 They  brought 
the don key and the colt. They  placed 
 their  coats on them for  Jesus to sit on. 
8 A very  large  crowd  spread  their  coats 
on the road. Oth ers cut branch es from 
the  trees and  spread them on the road. 
9 Some of the peo ple went  ahead of him, 
and some fol lowed. They all shout ed,

  “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

  “Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord!”
 (Psalm 118:26)

  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When  Jesus en tered Je ru sa lem, the 

 whole city was  stirred up. The peo ple 
 asked, “Who is this?”

11 The  crowds an swered, “This is 
 Jesus. He is the proph et from Naz a reth 
in Gal i lee.”

JESUS CLEARS OUT THE TEMPLE
12  Jesus en tered the tem ple court

yard. He be gan to  drive out all  those 
who were buy ing and sell ing  there. He 
 turned over the ta bles of the peo ple 
who were ex chang ing mon ey. He also 
 turned over the bench es of  those who 
were sell ing  doves. 13 He said to them, 
“It is writ ten that the Lord said, ‘My 
 house will be  called a  house  where peo
ple can pray.’ (Isa iah 56:7) But you are 
mak ing it ‘a den for rob bers.’ ” (Jer e mi ah 
7:11)

14  Blind peo ple and  those who were 
dis abled came to  Jesus at the tem ple. 
 There he  healed them. 15 The  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law saw 
the won der ful  things he did. They also 
saw the chil dren in the tem ple court
yard shout ing, “Ho san na to the Son of 
Da vid!” But when they saw all this, they 
be came an gry.

16 “Do you hear what  these chil dren 
are say ing?” they  asked him.



1214 MATTHEW 21 

give him his  share of the crop at har vest 
time.”

42  Jesus said to them, “ Haven’t you 
ever read what the Scrip tures say,

  “ ‘The stone the builders didn’t 
accept

  has become the most important 
stone of all.

  The Lord has done it.
  It is wonderful in our eyes’?

 (Psalm 118:22,23)
43 “So here is what I tell you. The king

dom of God will be tak en away from 
you. It will be giv en to peo ple who will 
pro duce its  fruit. 44 Any one who  falls 
on that  stone will be bro ken to piec es. 
But the  stone will  crush any one it   
falls on.”

45 The  chief  priests and the Phar i sees 
 heard  Jesus’ sto ries. They knew he was 
talk ing  about them. 46 So they  looked for 
a way to ar rest him. But they were  afraid 
of the  crowd. The peo ple be lieved that 
 Jesus was a proph et.

THE STORY OF THE WEDDING 
DINNER

22  Jesus told them more sto
ries. He said, 2 “Here is what 
the king dom of heav en is 

like. A king pre pared a wed ding din ner 
for his son. 3 He sent his  slaves to  those 
who had been in vit ed to the din ner. The 
 slaves told them to come. But they re
fused.

4 “Then he sent some more  slaves. He 
said, ‘Tell  those who were in vit ed that I 
have pre pared my din ner. I have  killed 
my oxen and my fat test cat tle. Ev ery
thing is  ready. Come to the wed ding 
din ner.’

5 “But the peo ple paid no at ten tion. 
One went away to his  field. An oth er 
went away to his busi ness. 6 The rest 
 grabbed his  slaves. They treat ed them 
bad ly and then  killed them. 7 The king 
be came very an gry. He sent his army to 
de stroy them. They  killed  those mur der
ers and  burned  their city.

8 “Then the king said to his  slaves, 
‘The wed ding din ner is  ready. But  those 
I in vit ed were not fit to come. 9 So go to 
the  street cor ners. In vite to the din ner 
any one you can find.’ 10 So the  slaves 
went out into the  streets. They gath ered 
all the peo ple they  could find, the bad as 

THE STORY OF THE TWO SONS
28 “What do you  think  about this? A 

man had two sons. He went to the  first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work to day in the 
vine yard.’

29 “ ‘I will not,’ the son an swered. But 
lat er he  changed his mind and went.

30 “Then the fa ther went to the oth er 
son. He said the same  thing. The son an
swered, ‘I will, sir.’ But he did not go.

31 “ Which of the two sons did what his 
fa ther want ed?”

“The  first,” they an swered.
 Jesus said to them, “What I’m  about to 

tell you is true. Tax col lec tors and pros
ti tutes will en ter the king dom of God 
 ahead of you. 32 John came to show you 
the  right way to live. And you did not be
lieve him. But the tax col lec tors and the 
pros ti tutes did. You saw this. But even 
then you did not turn away from your 
sins and be lieve him.

THE STORY OF THE RENTERS
33 “Lis ten to an oth er sto ry. A man 

who  owned some land plant ed a vine
yard. He put a wall  around it. He dug a 
pit for a wine press in it. He also  built a 
look out tow er. He rent ed the vine yard 
out to some farm ers. Then he  moved to 
an oth er  place. 34 When har vest time ap
proached, he sent his  slaves to the rent
ers. He told the  slaves to col lect his  share 
of the  fruit.

35 “But the rent ers  grabbed his  slaves. 
They beat one of them. They  killed an
oth er. They  threw  stones at the  third 
to kill him. 36 Then the man sent oth er 
 slaves to the rent ers. He sent more than 
he did the  first time. The rent ers treat ed 
them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent 
his son to them. ‘They will re spect my 
son,’ he said.

38 “But the rent ers saw the son com
ing. They said to one an oth er, ‘This is 
the one who will re ceive all the own er’s 
prop er ty some day. Come,  let’s kill him. 
Then ev ery thing will be ours.’ 39 So they 
took him and  threw him out of the vine
yard. Then they  killed him.

40 “When the own er of the vine yard 
 comes back, what will he do to  those 
rent ers?”

41 “He will de stroy  those evil peo
ple,” they re plied. “Then he will rent the 
vine yard out to oth er rent ers. They will 
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ing to trap me? 19 Show me the coin peo
ple use for pay ing the tax.” They  brought 
him a sil ver coin. 20 He  asked them, 
“ Whose pic ture is this? And  whose 
 words?”

21 “Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to 

Cae sar what be longs to Cae sar. And give 
back to God what be longs to God.”

22 When they  heard this, they were 
 amazed. So they left him and went away.

MARRIAGE WHEN THE DEAD 
RISE

23 That same day the Sad du cees came 
to  Jesus with a ques tion. They do not 
be lieve that peo ple rise from the dead. 
24 “Teach er,” they said, “here is what Mo
ses told us. If a man dies with out hav ing 
chil dren, his broth er must get mar ried 
to the wid ow. He must pro vide chil dren 
to car ry on his broth er’s name. 25  There 
were sev en broth ers  among us. The  first 
one got mar ried and died.  Since he had 
no chil dren, he left his wife to his broth
 er. 26 The same  thing hap pened to the 
sec ond and  third broth ers. It hap pened 
 right on down to the sev enth broth er. 
27 Fi nal ly, the wom an died. 28 Now then, 
when the dead rise,  whose wife will she 

well as the good. Soon the wed ding hall 
was  filled with  guests.

11 “The king came in to see the  guests. 
He no ticed a man  there who was not 
wear ing wed ding  clothes. 12 ‘ Friend,’ he 
 asked, ‘how did you get in here with out 
wed ding  clothes?’ The man  couldn’t 
 think of any thing to say.

13 “Then the king told his  slaves, ‘Tie 
up his  hands and feet.  Throw him out
side into the dark ness. Out  there peo ple 
will weep and  grind  their  teeth.’

14 “Many are in vit ed, but few are 
 cho sen.”

IS IT RIGHT TO PAY THE ROYAL 
TAX TO CAESAR?

15 The Phar i sees went out. They made 
 plans to trap  Jesus with his own  words. 
16 They sent  their fol low ers to him. 
They sent the He ro di ans with them. 
“Teach er,” they said, “we know that you 
are a man of hon or. You  teach the way 
of God truth ful ly. You  don’t let oth ers 
tell you what to do or say. You  don’t care 
how im por tant they are. 17 Tell us then, 
what do you  think? Is it  right to pay the 
roy al tax to Cae sar or not?”

18 But  Jesus knew  their evil  plans. He 
said, “You pre tend ers! Why are you try

IF YOU KNOW A FRIEND IS GOING TO 
DO SOMETHING WRONG, SHOULD YOU 
TRY TO STOP THE PERSON?

Yes, definitely. First, try to talk your friend out of doing what is wrong. Explain that you care 
about him or her and that is why you want to 
help. Use your friendship to encourage this 
friend to do what is right. If he or she won’t 
listen, talk with your parents. If your friend 
starts doing something wrong, it may be 
best to leave that situation.

 Matthew 22:15

Related verses:

Philippians 2:4;  

2 Timothy 4:2
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your soul. Love him with all your mind.’ 
(Deu ter on omy 6:5) 38 This is the  first and 
most im por tant com mand ment. 39 And 
the sec ond is like it. ‘Love your neigh bor 
as you love your self.’ (Le vit i cus 19:18) 
40 Ev ery thing that is writ ten in the Law 
and the Proph ets is  based on  these two 
com mand ments.”

WHOSE SON IS THE MESSIAH?
41 The Phar i sees were gath ered to

geth er.  Jesus  asked them, 42 “What do 
you  think  about the Mes si ah?  Whose 
son is he?”

“The son of Da vid,” they re plied.
43 He said to them, “Then why does 

Da vid call him ‘Lord’? The Holy Spir it 
 spoke  through Da vid him self. Da vid 
said,

 44 “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your control.” ’

 (Psalm 110:1)
45 So if Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how can 
he be Da vid’s son?” 46 No one  could give 
any an swer to him. From that day on, no 
one  dared to ask him any more ques
tions.

be? All sev en of them were mar ried to 
her.”

29  Jesus re plied, “You are mis tak en, 
be cause you do not know the Scrip tures. 
And you do not know the pow er of God. 
30 When the dead rise, they  won’t get 
mar ried. And  their par ents  won’t give 
them to be mar ried. They will be like 
the an gels in heav en. 31 What  about the 
dead ris ing?  Haven’t you read what God 
said to you? 32 He said, ‘I am the God of 
Abra ham. I am the God of  Isaac. And I 
am the God of Ja cob.’ (Ex o dus 3:6) He is 
not the God of the dead. He is the God 
of the liv ing.”

33 When the  crowds  heard this, they 
were  amazed by what he  taught.

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
COMMANDMENT

34 The Phar i sees  heard that the Sad
du cees  weren’t able to an swer  Jesus. 
So the Phar i sees got to geth er. 35 One 
of them was an au thor i ty on the law. 
So he test ed  Jesus with a ques tion. 
36 “Teach er,” he  asked, “ which is the 
most im por tant com mand ment in the 
Law?”

37  Jesus re plied, “ ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your  heart and with all 

ARE ANGELS BOYS OR GIRLS?
 People are either male or female. You are a boy or girl because of how your 
body was made, but angels do not have bodies, so they are neither boys 
nor girls. There are no man or woman angels. The two angels, Michael and 

Gabriel, do have male names, and angels 
who visited  people in human form 

usually appeared as a man. That 
does not mean they are men.

  
 Matthew 22:30

Related verses:
Hebrews 1:13 – 14
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and he is in heav en. 10 You  shouldn’t be 
 called ‘teach er.’ You have one Teach er, 
and he is the Mes si ah. 11 The most im
por tant per son  among you will be your 
ser vant. 12 Peo ple who lift them selves 
up will be made hum ble. And peo ple 
who make them selves hum ble will be 
lift ed up.

HOW TERRIBLE FOR THE 
TEACHERS OF THE LAW AND  
THE PHARISEES

13-14 “How ter ri ble it will be for you, 
teach ers of the law and Phar i sees! You 
pre tend ers! You shut the door of the 
king dom of heav en in peo ple’s fac es. 
You your selves do not en ter. And you 
will not let  those en ter who are try ing to.

15 “How ter ri ble for you, teach ers of 
the law and Phar i sees! You pre tend ers! 
You trav el ev ery where to win one per
son to your  faith. Then you make them 
 twice as much a  child of hell as you are.

16 “How ter ri ble for you,  blind  guides! 
You say, ‘If any one  makes a prom ise in 
the name of the tem ple, it  means noth
ing. But any one who  makes a prom ise in 
the name of the gold of the tem ple must 
keep that prom ise.’ 17 You are  blind and 
fool ish!  Which is more im por tant? Is it 
the gold? Or is it the tem ple that  makes 

A WARNING AGAINST DOING 
THINGS FOR THE WRONG 
REASONS

23  Jesus  spoke to the  crowds 
and to his dis ci ples. 2 “The 
teach ers of the law and the 

Phar i sees sit in Mo ses’ seat,” he said. 
3 “So you must be care ful to do every
thing they say. But  don’t do what they 
do. They  don’t prac tice what they 
 preach. 4 They tie up  heavy  loads that 
are hard to car ry. Then they put them 
on oth er peo ple’s shoul ders. But they 
them selves  aren’t will ing to lift a fin ger 
to move them.

5 “Ev ery thing they do is done for oth
ers to see. On  their fore heads and arms 
they wear lit tle box es that hold Scrip ture 
vers es. They make the box es very wide. 
And they make the tas sels on  their  coats 
very long. 6 They love to sit down in the 
 place of hon or at din ners. They also love 
to have the most im por tant  seats in the 
syn a gogues. 7 They love to be greet ed 
with re spect in the mar kets. They love it 
when peo ple call them ‘Rab bi.’

8 “But you  shouldn’t be  called ‘Rab bi.’ 
You have only one Teach er, and you 
are all broth ers. 9 Do not call any one 
on  earth ‘fa ther.’ You have one Fa ther, 

WHAT ARE GOD’S RULES FOR RIGHT 
AND WRONG?

God has given us the Bible to tell us about himself and how he wants us 
to live. We need to do our best to obey what God tells us in his Word.  Jesus said that the most 
important rule is to love God with all our heart. Then, the next most important rule is to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. We should love God first and then other  people. God also wants us 
to choose the best way to live. Some things are not wise choices even though they are not going 
against God’s guidelines. We should say yes to the 
best things if we want to make the right choices.

 Matthew 22:37 – 40

Related verses:

Exodus 20:1 – 17; 

1 Corinthians 

10:23 – 24
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the law and Phar i sees! You pre tend ers! 
You  clean the out side of a cup and dish. 
But on the in side you are full of  greed. 
You only want to sat is fy your selves. 
26  Blind Phar i see!  First  clean the in side 
of the cup and dish. Then the out side 
will also be  clean.

27 “How ter ri ble for you, teach ers of 
the law and Phar i sees! You pre tend
ers! You are like  tombs that are paint ed 
 white. They look beau ti ful on the out
side. But on the in side they are full of 
the  bones of the dead. They are also full 
of oth er  things that are not pure and 
‘ clean.’ 28 It is the same with you. On 
the out side you seem to be do ing what 
is  right. But on the in side you are full of 
what is  wrong. You pre tend to be what 
you are not.

29 “How ter ri ble for you, teach ers of 
the law and Phar i sees! You pre tend ers! 
You  build  tombs for the proph ets. You 
dec o rate the  graves of the god ly. 30 And 
you say, ‘If we had  lived in the days of 
 those who  lived be fore us, we  wouldn’t 
have done what they did. We  wouldn’t 
have  helped to kill the proph ets.’ 31 So 
you are wit ness es  against your selves. 
You ad mit that you are the chil dren of 

the gold holy? 18 You also say, ‘If any one 
 makes a prom ise in the name of the al
tar, it  means noth ing. But any one who 
 makes a prom ise in the name of the gift 
on the al tar must keep that prom ise.’ 
19 You are  blind!  Which is more im por
tant? Is it the gift? Or is it the al tar that 
 makes the gift holy? 20 So any one mak
ing a prom ise in the name of the al tar 
 makes a prom ise in the name of it and 
ev ery thing on it. 21 And any one mak
ing a prom ise in the name of the tem
ple  makes a prom ise in the name of it 
and the one who  lives in it. 22 And any
one mak ing a prom ise in the name of 
heav en  makes a prom ise in the name of 
 God’s  throne and the one who sits on it.

23 “How ter ri ble for you, teach ers of 
the law and Phar i sees! You pre tend ers! 
You give God a  tenth of your spic es, like 
mint, dill and cum in. But you have not 
prac ticed the more im por tant  things of 
the law,  which are fair ness, mer cy and 
faith ful ness. You  should have prac ticed 
the last  things with out fail ing to do the 
 first. 24 You  blind  guides! You re move 
the small est in sect from your food. But 
you swal low a  whole cam el!

25 “How ter ri ble for you, teach ers of 

WHY HASN’T GOD TOLD US WHEN 
 JESUS IS COMING BACK?

 Jesus told his disciples that he would return to earth one day. But when they 
asked when, he told them these things were not for them to know.  Jesus did not want them 
to be concerned with when he would return. He wanted them to stay alert and live just as God 
wanted them to until he returned. God did not say exactly when  Jesus would return. He did say 
certain things need to happen before  Jesus comes 
back. One of those things is that  Jesus will not 
come back until the good news about him 
has been told to the whole world.

  
 Matthew 24:36, 42

Related verses:

1 Thessalonians 5:23;

James 5:7 – 8



1219MATTHEW 24 

here. 7 Na tion will  fight  against na tion. 
King dom will  fight  against king dom. 
Peo ple will go hun gry.  There will be 
earth quakes in many plac es. 8 All  these 
are the be gin ning of  birth  pains.

9 “Then peo ple will hand you over to 
be treat ed bad ly and  killed. All na tions 
will hate you be cause of me. 10 At that 
time, many will turn away from  their 
 faith. They will hate each oth er. They will 
hand each oth er over to  their en e mies. 
11 Many  false proph ets will ap pear. They 
will fool many peo ple. 12 Be cause evil 
will grow, most peo ple’s love will grow 
cold. 13 But the one who re mains  strong 
in the  faith will be  saved. 14 This good 
news of the king dom will be  preached in 
the  whole  world. It will be a wit ness to 
all na tions. Then the end will come.

15 “The proph et Dan iel  spoke  about 
‘the hat ed  thing that de stroys.’ (Dan
iel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) Some day you will 
see it stand ing in the holy  place. The 
read er  should un der stand this. 16 Then 
 those who are in Ju dea  should es cape to 
the moun tains. 17 No one on the house
top  should go down into the  house to 
take any thing out. 18 No one in the  field 
 should go back to get  their coat. 19 How 
aw ful it will be in  those days for preg
nant wom en! How aw ful for nurs ing 
moth ers! 20 Pray that you will not have 
to es cape in win ter or on the Sab bath 
day. 21  There will be ter ri ble suf fer ing in 
 those days. It will be  worse than any oth
 er from the be gin ning of the  world un til 
now. And  there will nev er be any thing 
like it  again.

22 “If the time had not been cut  short, 
no one  would live. But be cause of  God’s 
cho sen peo ple, it will be short ened. 
23 At that time some one may say to you, 
‘Look! Here is the Mes si ah!’ Or, ‘ There 
he is!’ Do not be lieve it. 24 False mes si
ahs and  false proph ets will ap pear. They 
will do  great  signs and mir a cles. They 
will try to fool  God’s cho sen peo ple if 
pos si ble. 25 See, I have told you  ahead 
of time.

26 “So if any one  tells you, ‘He is a long 
way out in the des ert,’ do not go out  there. 
Or if any one says, ‘He is deep in side the 
 house,’ do not be lieve it. 27 Light ning 
that  comes from the east can be seen in 
the west. It will be the same when the 
Son of Man  comes. 28 The vul tures will 
gath er wher ev er  there is a dead body.

 those who mur dered the proph ets. 32 So 
go  ahead and fin ish the sins that  those 
who  lived be fore you start ed!

33 “You nest of poi son ous  snakes! 
How will you es cape from be ing sen
tenced to hell? 34 So I am send ing you 
proph ets, wise peo ple, and teach ers. 
You will kill some of them. You will nail 
some to a  cross. Oth ers you will whip in 
your syn a gogues. You will  chase them 
from town to town. 35 So you will pay for 
all the god ly peo ple’s  blood  spilled on 
 earth. I mean from the  blood of god ly 
Abel to the  blood of Zech a ri ah, the son 
of Ber e ki ah. Zech a ri ah was the one you 
mur dered be tween the tem ple and the 
al tar. 36 What I’m  about to tell you is 
true. All this will hap pen to  those who 
are now liv ing.

37 “Je ru sa lem! Je ru sa lem! You kill the 
proph ets and  throw  stones in or der to 
kill  those who are sent to you. Many 
 times I have want ed to gath er your peo
ple to geth er. I have want ed to be like 
a hen who gath ers her  chicks un der 
her  wings. And you  would not let me! 
38 Look, your  house is left emp ty. 39 I tell 
you, you will not see me  again un til you 
say, ‘ Blessed is the one who  comes in 
the name of the Lord.’ ” ( Psalm 118:26)

WHEN THE TEMPLE WILL BE 
DESTROYED AND THE SIGNS  
OF THE END

24  Jesus left the tem ple. He was 
walk ing away when his dis
ci ples came up to him. They 

want ed to call his at ten tion to the tem
ple build ings. 2 “Do you see all  these 
 things?”  Jesus  asked. “What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. Not one  stone here will 
be left on top of an oth er. Ev ery  stone will 
be  thrown down.”

3  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount of Ol
ives.  There the dis ci ples came to him in 
pri vate. “Tell us,” they said. “When will 
this hap pen? And what will be the sign 
of your com ing? What will be the sign of 
the end?”

4  Jesus an swered, “Keep  watch! Be 
care ful that no one  fools you. 5 Many will 
come in my name. They will  claim, ‘I am 
the Mes si ah!’ They will fool many peo
ple. 6 You will hear  about wars. You will 
also hear peo ple talk ing  about fu ture 
wars.  Don’t be  alarmed.  Those  things 
must hap pen. But the end  still  isn’t 
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of  night the rob ber was com ing. Then he 
 would have kept  watch. He  would not 
have let his  house be bro ken into. 44 So 
you also must be  ready. The Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you  don’t ex
pect him.

45 “Sup pose a mas ter puts one of his 
 slaves in  charge of the oth er  slaves in 
his  house. The  slave’s job is to give them 
 their food at the  right time. The mas ter 
 wants a faith ful and wise  slave for this. 
46 It will be good for the  slave if the mas
ter  finds him do ing his job when the 
mas ter re turns. 47 What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. The mas ter will put that 
 slave in  charge of ev ery thing he owns. 
48 But sup pose that  slave is evil. Sup
pose he says to him self, ‘My mas ter is 
stay ing away a long time.’ 49 Sup pose he 
be gins to beat the oth er  slaves. And sup
pose he eats and  drinks with  those who 
 drink too much. 50 The mas ter of that 
 slave will come back on a day the  slave 
 doesn’t ex pect him. He will re turn at an 
hour the  slave does not know. 51 Then 
the mas ter will cut him to piec es. He will 
send him to the  place  where pre tend ers 
go.  There peo ple will weep and  grind 
 their  teeth.

THE STORY OF TEN 
BRIDESMAIDS

25 “Here is what the king dom 
of heav en will be like at that 
time. Ten brides maids took 

 their  lamps and went out to meet the 
 groom. 2 Five of them were fool ish. Five 
were wise. 3 The fool ish ones took  their 
 lamps but  didn’t take any ol ive oil with 
them. 4 The wise ones took oil in jars 
 along with  their  lamps. 5 The  groom did 
not come for a long time. So the brides
maids all grew  tired and fell  asleep.

6 “At mid night some one  cried out, 
‘ Here’s the  groom! Come out to meet 
him!’

7 “Then all the brides maids woke up 
and got  their  lamps  ready. 8 The fool ish 
ones said to the wise ones, ‘Give us some 
of your oil. Our  lamps are go ing out.’

9 “ ‘No,’ they re plied. ‘ There may not 
be  enough for all of us. In stead, go to 
 those who sell oil. Buy some for your
selves.’

10 “So they went to buy the oil. But 
 while they were on  their way, the  groom 
ar rived. The brides maids who were 

29 “ Right af ter the ter ri ble suf fer ing of 
 those days,

  “ ‘The sun will be darkened.
  The moon will not shine.
  The stars will fall from the sky.
  The heavenly bodies will be 

shaken.’ (Isaiah 13:10; 34:4)
30 “Then the sign of the Son of Man 

will ap pear in heav en. At that time, all 
the peo ples of the  earth will  mourn. 
They will  mourn when they see the Son 
of Man com ing on the  clouds of heav en. 
He will come with pow er and  great 
glo ry. 31 He will send his an gels with a 
loud trum pet call. They will gath er his 
cho sen peo ple from all four di rec tions. 
They will  bring them from one end of 
the heav ens to the oth er.

32 “ Learn a les son from the fig tree. 
As soon as its  twigs get ten der and its 
 leaves come out, you know that sum
mer is near. 33 In the same way, when 
you see all  these  things hap pen ing, you 
know that the end is near. It is  right at 
the door. 34 What I’m  about to tell you 
is true. The peo ple liv ing now will cer
tain ly not pass away un til all  these 
 things have hap pened. 35 Heav en and 
 earth will pass away. But my  words will 
nev er pass away.

THE DAY AND HOUR ARE NOT 
KNOWN

36 “But no one  knows  about that day 
or hour. Not even the an gels in heav en 
know. The Son does not know. Only the 
Fa ther  knows. 37 Re mem ber how it was 
in the days of Noah. It will be the same 
when the Son of Man  comes. 38 In the 
days be fore the  flood, peo ple were eat
ing and drink ing. They were get ting 
mar ried. They were giv ing  their daugh
ters to be mar ried. They did all  those 
 things  right up to the day Noah en tered 
the ark. 39 They knew noth ing  about 
what  would hap pen un til the  flood came 
and took them all away. That is how 
it will be when the Son of Man  comes. 
40 Two men will be in the  field. One will 
be tak en and the oth er left. 41 Two wom
 en will be grind ing with a hand mill. 
One will be tak en and the oth er left.

42 “So keep  watch. You do not know 
on what day your Lord will come. 43 You 
must un der stand some thing. Sup pose 
the own er of the  house knew what time 
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col lect all the mon ey they had  earned. 
20 The man who had re ceived five bags 
of gold  brought the oth er five. ‘Mas ter,’ 
he said, ‘you trust ed me with five bags of 
gold. See, I have  earned five more.’

21 “His mas ter re plied, ‘You have done 
well, good and faith ful  slave! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things. I will put 
you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold 
also came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you trust ed 
me with two bags of gold. See, I have 
 earned two more.’

23 “His mas ter re plied, ‘You have done 
well, good and faith ful  slave! You have 
been faith ful with a few  things. I will put 
you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

24 “Then the man who had re ceived 
one bag of gold came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, 
‘I knew that you are a hard man. You 
har vest  where you have not plant ed. You 
gath er  crops  where you have not scat
tered seed. 25 So I was  afraid. I went out 
and hid your gold in the  ground. See, 
here is what be longs to you.’

26 “His mas ter re plied, ‘You evil, lazy 
 slave! So you knew that I har vest  where 
I have not plant ed? You knew that I 
gath er  crops  where I have not scat tered 

 ready went in with him to the wed ding 
din ner. Then the door was shut.

11 “Lat er, the oth er brides maids also 
came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door 
for us!’

12 “But he re plied, ‘What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. I  don’t know you.’

13 “So keep  watch. You do not know 
the day or the hour that the  groom will 
come.

THE STORY OF THREE SLAVES
14 “ Again, here is what the king dom 

of heav en will be like. A man was go
ing on a jour ney. He sent for his  slaves 
and put them in  charge of his mon ey. 
15 He gave five bags of gold to one. He 
gave two bags to an oth er. And he gave 
one bag to the  third. The man gave each 
 slave the  amount of mon ey he knew the 
 slave  could take care of. Then he went 
on his jour ney. 16 The  slave who had re
ceived five bags of gold went at once and 
put his mon ey to work. He  earned five 
bags more. 17 The one with the two bags 
of gold  earned two more. 18 But the man 
who had re ceived one bag went and dug 
a hole in the  ground. He hid his mas ter’s 
mon ey in it.

19 “Af ter a long time the mas ter of 
 those  slaves re turned. He want ed to 

IS THE STOCK MARKET A PLACE 
WHERE YOU BUY ANIMALS?

Sometimes animals are called “stock” or “livestock,” but the stock market 
is a place where  people trade in companies, not animals.  People who buy stock own shares of 
the company. They can sell their shares or stock to other  people if they want to. Meanwhile, the 
company gets to spend the money on supplies and workers that help the company grow.

This is one way to put your money to work. The shares of a company are worth money. If a 
company does well, its stock price will go up.  People who own the stock can sell it at the higher 

price. If the company does not do well, the price will go 
down.  People who sell their stock at the lower price 
will lose money. The man in  Jesus’ parable probably 
invested or loaned his money. 
His investment did well, and 
he earned more money.

  
 Matthew 25:16

Related verses:
Proverbs 13:11; 
Matthew 6:19 – 21
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you  since the  world was cre at ed. 35 I was 
hun gry. And you gave me some thing to 
eat. I was  thirsty. And you gave me some
thing to  drink. I was a strang er. And you 
in vit ed me in. 36 I need ed  clothes. And 
you gave them to me. I was sick. And you 
took care of me. I was in pris on. And you 
came to vis it me.’

37 “Then the peo ple who have done 
what is  right will an swer him. ‘Lord,’ 
they will ask, ‘when did we see you hun
gry and feed you? When did we see you 
 thirsty and give you some thing to  drink? 
38 When did we see you as a strang er 
and in vite you in? When did we see you 
need ing  clothes and give them to you? 
39 When did we see you sick or in pris on 
and go to vis it you?’

40 “The King will re ply, ‘What I’m 
 about to tell you is true. Any thing you 
did for one of the  least im por tant of 
 these broth ers and sis ters of mine, you 
did for me.’

41 “Then he will say to  those on his 
left, ‘You are  cursed! Go away from me 
into the fire that  burns for ev er. It has 
been pre pared for the dev il and his an
gels. 42 I was hun gry. But you gave me 
noth ing to eat. I was  thirsty. But you 
gave me noth ing to  drink. 43 I was a 

seed? 27 Well then, you  should have put 
my mon ey in the bank. When I re turned, 
I  would have re ceived it back with in
terest.’

28 “Then his mas ter com mand ed the 
oth er  slaves, ‘Take the bag of gold from 
him. Give it to the one who has ten 
bags. 29 Ev ery one who has will be giv en 
more. They will have more than  enough. 
And what  about any one who  doesn’t 
have? Even what they have will be tak en 
away from them. 30  Throw that worth
less  slave out side.  There in the dark
ness, peo ple will weep and  grind  their   
teeth.’

THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS
31 “The Son of Man will come in all his 

glo ry. All the an gels will come with him. 
Then he will sit in glo ry on his  throne. 
32 All the na tions will be gath ered in 
 front of him. He will sep a rate the peo
ple into two  groups. He will be like a 
shep herd who sep a rates the  sheep from 
the  goats. 33 He will put the  sheep to his 
 right and the  goats to his left.

34 “Then the King will  speak to  those 
on his  right. He will say, ‘My Fa ther 
has  blessed you. Come and take what 
is  yours. It is the king dom pre pared for 

IF SOMEONE ISN’T POPULAR, HOW 
COME OTHERS THINK LESS OF HIM  
OR HER AS A PERSON?

Popular kids aren’t better than others just because they are popular, especially if they are 
popular for the wrong reasons. Each person, including you, is a valuable creation of God. 
Looking down on others is never right; the Bible says that all  people are important to God and 
valuable in his sight. God wants us to treat everyone well and with respect. If you’re wondering 
why more popular kids don’t pay more attention to you, be careful that you aren’t busy 
ignoring other kids who are shy or quiet. Go out 

of your way to make 
others feel included and 
respected, whether they 
are popular or not.

  
 Matthew  
 25:37 – 40

Related verses:

Psalm 100:3; 139:14;

John 5:41;

1 Corinthians 4:3 – 4, 

10 – 13;  

Ephesians 2:10
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want ed to kill him. 5 “But not dur ing the 
 feast,” they said. “The peo ple may stir up 
trou ble.”

A WOMAN POURS PERFUME  
ON JESUS

6  Jesus was in Beth a ny. He was in the 
home of Si mon, who had a skin dis ease. 
7 A wom an came to  Jesus with a spe cial 
 sealed jar of very ex pen sive per fume. 
She  poured the per fume on his head 
 while he was at the ta ble.

8 When the dis ci ples saw this, they 
be came an gry. “Why this  waste?” they 
 asked. 9 “The per fume  could have been 
sold at a high  price. The mon ey  could 
have been giv en to poor peo ple.”

10  Jesus was  aware of this. So he 
said to them, “Why are you both er ing 
this wom an? She has done a beau ti
ful  thing to me. 11 You will al ways have 
poor peo ple with you. But you will not 
al ways have me. 12 She  poured the per
fume on my body to pre pare me to be 
bur ied. 13 What I’m  about to tell you 
is true. What she has done will be told 
any where this good news is  preached all 
over the  world. It will be told in mem o ry 
of her.”

strang er. But you did not in vite me in. I 
need ed  clothes. But you did not give me 
any. I was sick and in pris on. But you did 
not take care of me.’

44 “They also will an swer, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hun gry or  thirsty and 
not help you? When did we see you as a 
strang er or need ing  clothes or sick or in 
pris on and not help you?’

45 “He will re ply, ‘What I’m  about to 
tell you is true. Any thing you  didn’t do 
for one of the  least im por tant of  these, 
you  didn’t do for me.’

46 “Then they will go away to be 
pun ished for ev er. But  those who have 
done what is  right will re ceive eter nal  
life.”

THE PLAN TO KILL JESUS

26  Jesus fin ished say ing all 
 these  things. Then he said to 
his dis ci ples, 2 “As you know, 

the Pass over  Feast is two days away. The 
Son of Man will be hand ed over to be 
 nailed to a  cross.”

3 Then the  chief  priests met with the 
el ders of the peo ple. They met in the pal
ace of Cai a phas, the high  priest. 4 They 
made  plans to ar rest  Jesus se cret ly. They 

HOW DOES GOD GET THE MONEY 
THAT I GIVE TO HIM?

When  people say that they are giving money to God, they mean they are 
giving it in ser vice to God. They are giving it to the church, to a missionary, to the poor, or to 
other  people who have a need. In other words, they give money to  people because God wants 
them to, and they are giving it for the purpose 
of helping God’s  people. We do not give money 
directly to God. Instead, we give money to 
 people in God’s name and for God’s work.
This is exactly the way God wants it. We show 
our love for God by loving others.

 Matthew 25:40

Related verses:

1 John 2:9 – 11; 

4:20 – 21
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23  Jesus re plied, “The one who has 
 dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will hand me over. 24 The Son of Man 
will go just as it is writ ten  about him. But 
how ter ri ble it will be for the one who 
 hands over the Son of Man! It  would be 
bet ter for him if he had not been born.”

25 Ju das was the one who was go ing 
to hand him over. He said, “Sure ly you 
 don’t mean me, Teach er, do you?”

 Jesus an swered, “You have said so.”
26  While they were eat ing,  Jesus took 

 bread. He gave  thanks and  broke it. He 
hand ed it to his dis ci ples and said, “Take 
this and eat it. This is my body.”

27 Then he took a cup. He gave  thanks 
and hand ed it to them. He said, “All of 
you  drink from it. 28 This is my  blood 
of the cov enant. It is  poured out to for
give the sins of many peo ple. 29 Here is 
what I tell you. From now on, I  won’t 
 drink wine with you  again un til the day 
I  drink it with you in my Fa ther’s king
dom.”

30 Then they sang a hymn and went 
out to the  Mount of Ol ives.

JESUS SAYS THAT THE DISCIPLES 
WILL TURN AWAY

31  Jesus told them, “This very  night 
you will all turn away be cause of me. It 
is writ ten that the Lord said,

JUDAS AGREES TO HAND JESUS 
OVER

14 One of the 12 dis ci ples went to the 
 chief  priests. His name was Ju das Is
car i ot. 15 He  asked, “What will you give 
me if I hand  Jesus over to you?” So they 
count ed out 30 sil ver  coins for him. 
16 From then on, Ju das  watched for the 
 right time to hand  Jesus over to them.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
17 It was the  first day of the  Feast of 

Un leav ened  Bread. The dis ci ples came 
to  Jesus. They  asked, “ Where do you 
want us to pre pare for you to eat the 
Pass over meal?”

18 He re plied, “Go into the city to a 
cer tain man. Tell him, ‘The Teach er 
says, “My time is near. I am go ing to cel
e brate the Pass over at your  house with 
my dis ci ples.” ’ ” 19 So the dis ci ples did 
what  Jesus had told them to do. They 
pre pared the Pass over meal.

20 When eve ning came,  Jesus was at 
the ta ble with his 12 dis ci ples. 21  While 
they were eat ing, he said, “What I’m 
 about to tell you is true. One of you will 
hand me over to my en e mies.”

22 The dis ci ples be came very sad. One 
af ter the oth er, they be gan to say to him, 
“Sure ly you  don’t mean me, Lord, do 
you?”

WILL  JESUS COME INTO MY HOUSE  
IN HEAVEN FOR A VISIT?

 Jesus always visits those who let 
him in.  Jesus often visited his friends Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus while he was on earth.  Jesus once went 
to a friend’s wedding. And just before  Jesus went to 
the cross, he told his disciples that he would eat and 
drink with them in heaven.  Jesus will visit all of his 
friends in heaven. He will visit you, too, if you have 
asked him to take away your sins. Everyone who 

loves him will finally get to 
see him face to face!

  
 Matthew 26:29

Related verse:

Revelation 3:20
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JESUS IS ARRESTED
47  While  Jesus was  still speak ing, Ju

das ar rived. He was one of the 12 dis ci
ples. A  large  crowd was with him. They 
were car ry ing  swords and  clubs. The 
 chief  priests and the el ders of the peo
ple had sent them. 48 Ju das, who was 
go ing to hand  Jesus over, had ar ranged 
a sig nal with them. “The one I kiss is the 
man,” he said. “Ar rest him.” 49 So Ju das 
went to  Jesus at once. He said, “Greet
ings, Rab bi!” And he  kissed him.

50  Jesus re plied, “ Friend, do what you 
came to do.”

Then the men  stepped for ward. They 
 grabbed  Jesus and ar rest ed him. 51 At 
that mo ment, one of  Jesus’ com pan ions 
 reached for his  sword. He  pulled it out 
and  struck the  slave of the high  priest 
with it. He cut off the  slave’s ear.

52 “Put your  sword back in its  place,” 
 Jesus said to him. “All who use the  sword 
will die by the  sword. 53 Do you  think I 
 can’t ask my Fa ther for help? He  would 
send an army of more than 70,000 an
gels  right away. 54 But then how  would 
the Scrip tures come true? They say it 
must hap pen in this way.”

55 At that time  Jesus  spoke to the 
 crowd. “Am I lead ing a band of  armed 
men  against you?” he  asked. “Do you 
have to come out with  swords and  clubs 
to cap ture me? Ev ery day I sat in the 
tem ple court yard teach ing. And you 
 didn’t ar rest me. 56 But all this has hap
pened so that the  words of the proph ets 
 would come true.” Then all the dis ci ples 
left him and ran away.

JESUS IS TAKEN TO THE 
SANHEDRIN

57  Those who had ar rest ed  Jesus took 
him to Cai a phas, the high  priest. The 
teach ers of the law and the el ders had 
come to geth er  there. 58 Not too far away, 
Pe ter fol lowed  Jesus. He went  right up to 
the court yard of the high  priest. He en
tered and sat down with the  guards to 
see what  would hap pen.

59 The  chief  priests and the  whole 
San he drin were look ing for some thing 
to use  against  Jesus. They want ed to put 
him to  death. 60 But they did not find 
any  proof, even  though many  false wit
ness es came for ward.

Fi nal ly, two oth er wit ness es came 

  “ ‘I will strike the shepherd down.
  Then the sheep of the flock 

will be scattered.’
 (Zechariah 13:7)

32 But af ter I rise from the dead, I will go 
 ahead of you into Gal i lee.”

33 Pe ter re plied, “All the oth ers may 
turn away be cause of you. But I nev er 
will.”

34 “What I’m  about to tell you is true,” 
 Jesus an swered. “It will hap pen to night. 
Be fore the roost er  crows, you will say 
 three  times that you  don’t know me.”

35 But Pe ter said, “I may have to die 
with you. But I will nev er say I  don’t 
know you.” And all the oth er dis ci ples 
said the same  thing.

JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE
36 Then  Jesus went with his dis ci ples 

to a  place  called Geth sem a ne. He said 
to them, “Sit here  while I go over  there 
and pray.” 37 He took Pe ter and the two 
sons of Zeb e dee  along with him. He be
gan to be sad and trou bled. 38 Then he 
said to them, “My soul is very sad. I feel 
 close to  death. Stay here. Keep  watch 
with me.”

39 He went a lit tle far ther. Then he fell 
with his face to the  ground. He  prayed, 
“My Fa ther, if it is pos si ble, take this cup 
of suf fer ing away from me. But let what 
you want be done, not what I want.”

40 Then he re turned to his dis ci ples 
and  found them sleep ing. “ Couldn’t you 
men keep  watch with me for one hour?” 
he  asked Pe ter. 41 “ Watch and pray. 
Then you  won’t fall into sin when you 
are tempt ed. The spir it is will ing, but the 
body is weak.”

42  Jesus went away a sec ond time. He 
 prayed, “My Fa ther, is it pos si ble for this 
cup to be tak en away? But if I must  drink 
it, may what you want be done.”

43 Then he came back.  Again he  found 
them sleep ing. They  couldn’t keep  their 
eyes open. 44 So he left them and went 
away once more. For the  third time he 
 prayed the same  thing.

45 Then he re turned to the dis ci ples. 
He said to them, “Are you  still sleep ing 
and rest ing? Look! The hour has come. 
The Son of Man is  about to be hand ed 
over to sin ners. 46 Get up! Let us go! Here 
 comes the one who is hand ing me over 
to them!”



1226 MATTHEW 26 

Pe ter went out side. He  broke down and 
 cried.

JUDAS HANGS HIMSELF

27 It was ear ly in the morn ing. 
All the  chief  priests and the 
el ders of the peo ple  planned 

how to put  Jesus to  death. 2 So they tied 
him up and led him away. Then they 
hand ed him over to Pi late, who was the 
gov er nor.

3 Ju das, who had hand ed him over, 
saw that  Jesus had been sen tenced to 
die. He felt deep  shame and sad ness for 
what he had done. So he re turned the 
30 sil ver  coins to the  chief  priests and 
the el ders. 4 “I have  sinned,” he said. “I 
hand ed over a man who is not  guilty.”

“What do we care?” they re plied. 
“ That’s your prob lem.”

5 So Ju das  threw the mon ey into the 
tem ple and left. Then he went away and 
 hanged him self.

6 The  chief  priests  picked up the  coins. 
They said, “It’s  against the law to put this 
mon ey into the tem ple fund. It is  blood 
mon ey. It has paid for a  man’s  death.” 
7 So they de cid ed to use the mon ey to 
buy a pot ter’s  field. Peo ple from oth er 
coun tries  would be bur ied  there. 8 That 
is why it has been  called the  Field of 
 Blood to this day. 9 Then the  words spo
ken by Jer e mi ah the proph et came true. 
He had said, “They took the 30 sil ver 
 coins. That  price was set for him by the 
peo ple of Is ra el. 10 They used the  coins 
to buy a pot ter’s  field, just as the Lord 
com mand ed me.” (Zech a ri ah 11:12,13; 
Jer e mi ah 19:1–13; 32:6–9)

JESUS IS BROUGHT TO PILATE
11  Jesus was stand ing in  front of the 

gov er nor. The gov er nor  asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?”

“Yes. You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
12 But when the  chief  priests and 

the el ders  brought charg es  against 
him, he did not an swer. 13 Then Pi late 
 asked him, “ Don’t you hear the charg es 
they are bring ing  against you?” 14 But 
 Jesus made no re ply, not even to a sin
gle  charge. The gov er nor was real ly 
 amazed.

15 It was the gov er nor’s prac tice at the 
Pass over  Feast to let one pris on er go 
free. The peo ple  could  choose the one 
they want ed. 16 At that time they had a 

 for ward. 61 They said, “This fel low 
 claimed, ‘I am able to de stroy the tem
ple of God. I can  build it  again in  three 
days.’ ”

62 Then the high  priest  stood up. He 
 asked  Jesus, “ Aren’t you go ing to an
swer? What are  these charg es that  these 
men are bring ing  against you?” 63 But 
 Jesus re mained si lent.

The high  priest said to him, “I am 
com mand ing you in the name of the liv
ing God. May he  judge you if you  don’t 
tell the  truth. Tell us if you are the Mes
si ah, the Son of God.”

64 “You have said so,”  Jesus re plied. 
“But here is what I say to all of you. From 
now on, you will see the Son of Man sit
ting at the  right hand of the  Mighty One. 
You will see the Son of Man com ing on 
the  clouds of heav en.”

65 Then the high  priest tore his  clothes. 
He said, “He has spo ken a very evil  thing 
 against God! Why do we need any more 
wit ness es? You have  heard him say this 
evil  thing. 66 What do you  think?”

“He must die!” they an swered.
67 Then they spit in his face. They hit 

him with  their  fists. Oth ers  slapped him. 
68 They said, “Proph e sy to us, Mes si ah! 
Who hit you?”

PETER SAYS HE DOES NOT 
KNOW JESUS

69 Pe ter was sit ting out in the court
yard. A fe male ser vant came to him. 
“You also were with  Jesus of Gal i lee,” 
she said.

70 But in  front of all of them, Pe ter said 
he was not. “I  don’t know what  you’re 
talk ing  about,” he said.

71 Then he went out to the gate lead
ing into the court yard.  There an oth er 
ser vant saw him. She said to the peo ple, 
“This fel low was with  Jesus of Naz a reth.”

72  Again he said he was not. With a 
 curse he said, “I  don’t know the man!”

73 Af ter a lit tle  while,  those stand ing 
 there went up to Pe ter. “You must be 
one of them,” they said. “The way you 
talk  gives you away.”

74 Then Pe ter be gan to  curse and said 
to them, “I  don’t know the man!”

 Right away a roost er  crowed. 75 Then 
Pe ter re mem bered what  Jesus had  
said. “The roost er will crow,”  Jesus had 
told him. “Be fore it does, you will say 
 three  times that you  don’t know me.” 
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 clothes back on him. Then they led him 
away to nail him to a  cross.

JESUS IS NAILED TO A CROSS
32 On  their way out of the city, they 

met a man from Cy re ne. His name was 
Si mon. They  forced him to car ry the 
 cross. 33 They came to a  place  called 
Gol go tha. The word Gol go tha  means 
the  Place of the  Skull. 34  There they 
 mixed wine with bit ter spic es and gave 
it to  Jesus to  drink. Af ter tast ing it, he 
re fused to  drink it. 35 When they had 
 nailed him to the  cross, they di vid ed up 
his  clothes by cast ing lots. 36 They sat 
down and kept  watch over him  there. 
37  Above his head they  placed the writ
ten  charge  against him. It read,

this is  jesus, the king of the jews.
38 Two reb els  against Rome were cru

ci fied with him. One was on his  right and 
one was on his left. 39  Those who  passed 
by shout ed at  Jesus and made fun of him. 
They  shook  their  heads 40 and said, “So 
you are go ing to de stroy the tem ple and 
 build it  again in  three days? Then save 
your self! Come down from the  cross, if 
you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same 
way the  chief  priests, the teach ers of 
the law and the el ders made fun of him. 
42 “He  saved oth ers,” they said. “But he 
 can’t save him self! He’s the king of Is
ra el! Let him come down now from the 
 cross! Then we will be lieve in him. 43 He 
 trusts in God. Let God res cue him now if 
he  wants him. He’s the one who said, ‘I 
am the Son of God.’ ” 44 In the same way 
the reb els who were be ing cru ci fied with 
 Jesus also made fun of him.

JESUS DIES
45 From noon un til  three  o’clock, the 

 whole land was cov ered with dark ness. 
46  About  three  o’clock,  Jesus  cried out 
in a loud  voice. He said, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sa bach tha ni?” This  means “My God, 
my God, why have you de sert ed me?” 
( Psalm 22:1)

47 Some of  those stand ing  there  heard 
 Jesus cry out. They said, “He’s call ing for 
Eli jah.”

48  Right away one of them ran and got a 
 sponge. He  filled it with wine vin egar and 
put it on a  stick. He of fered it to  Jesus to 
 drink. 49 The rest said, “ Leave him  alone. 
 Let’s see if Eli jah  comes to save him.”

well known pris on er  named  Jesus Bar
ab bas. 17 So when the  crowd gath ered, 
Pi late  asked them, “ Which one do you 
want me to set free?  Jesus Bar ab bas? Or 
 Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah?” 18 Pi
late knew that the lead ers want ed to get 
 their own way. He knew this was why 
they had hand ed  Jesus over to him.

19  While Pi late was sit ting on the 
 judge’s seat, his wife sent him a mes
sage. It said, “ Don’t have any thing to do 
with that man. He is not  guilty. I have 
suf fered a  great deal in a  dream to day 
be cause of him.”

20 But the  chief  priests and the el ders 
 talked the  crowd into ask ing for Bar ab
bas and hav ing  Jesus put to  death.

21 “ Which of the two do you want me 
to set free?”  asked the gov er nor.

“Bar ab bas,” they an swered.
22 “Then what  should I do with  Jesus 

who is  called the Mes si ah?” Pi late  asked.
They all an swered, “Cru ci fy him!”
23 “Why? What  wrong has he done?” 

 asked Pi late.
But they shout ed even loud er, “Cru

ci fy him!”
24 Pi late saw that he  wasn’t get ting 

any where. In stead, the  crowd was start
ing to get an gry. So he took wa ter and 
 washed his  hands in  front of them. “I am 
not  guilty of this  man’s  death,” he said. 
“You are ac count able for that!”

25 All the peo ple an swered, “Put the 
 blame for his  death on us and our chil
dren!”

26 Pi late let Bar ab bas go free. But he 
had  Jesus  whipped. Then he hand ed 
him over to be  nailed to a  cross.

THE SOLDIERS MAKE FUN  
OF JESUS

27 The gov er nor’s sol diers took  Jesus 
into the pal ace,  which was  called the 
Prae to ri um. All the rest of the sol diers 
gath ered  around him. 28 They took off 
his  clothes and put a pur ple robe on 
him. 29 Then they twist ed  thorns to
geth er to make a  crown. They  placed it 
on his head. They put a  stick in his  right 
hand. Then they fell on  their  knees in 
 front of him and made fun of him. “We 
hon or you, king of the Jews!” they said. 
30 They spit on him. They hit him on 
the head with the  stick  again and  again. 
31 Af ter they had made fun of him, they 
took off the robe. They put his own 
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 cloth. 60 He  placed it in his own new 
tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He 
 rolled a big  stone in  front of the en trance 
to the tomb. Then he went away. 61 Mary 
Mag da lene and the oth er Mary were sit
ting  there  across from the tomb.

THE GUARDS AT THE TOMB
62 The next day was the day af ter 

Prep a ra tion Day. The  chief  priests and 
the Phar i sees went to Pi late. 63 “Sir,” they 
said, “we re mem ber some thing that liar 
said  while he was  still  alive. He  claimed, 
‘Af ter  three days I will rise  again.’ 64 So 
give the or der to make the tomb se cure 
un til the  third day. If you  don’t, his dis
ci ples  might come and  steal the body. 
Then they will tell the peo ple that  Jesus 
has been  raised from the dead. This last 
lie will be  worse than the  first.”

65 “Take some  guards with you,” Pi late 
an swered. “Go. Make the tomb as se cure 
as you can.” 66 So they went and made the 
tomb se cure. They put a roy al seal on the 
 stone and  placed some  guards on duty.

JESUS RISES FROM THE DEAD

28 The Sab bath day was now 
over. It was dawn on the  first 
day of the week. Mary Mag

da lene and the oth er Mary went to look 
at the tomb.

50 Af ter  Jesus  cried out  again in a loud 
 voice, he died.

51 At that mo ment the tem ple cur tain 
was torn in two from top to bot tom. The 
 earth  shook. The  rocks  split. 52  Tombs 
 broke open. The bod ies of many holy 
peo ple who had died were  raised to 
life. 53 They came out of the  tombs. Af
ter  Jesus was  raised from the dead, they 
went into the holy city.  There they ap
peared to many peo ple.

54 The Ro man com mand er and  those 
guard ing  Jesus saw the earth quake and 
all that had hap pened. They were ter ri
fied. They ex claimed, “He was sure ly the 
Son of God!”

55 Not very far away, many wom en 
were watch ing. They had fol lowed  Jesus 
from Gal i lee to take care of his  needs. 
56 Mary Mag da lene was  among them. 
Mary, the moth er of  James and Jo seph, 
was also  there. So was the moth er of 
Zeb e dee’s sons.

JESUS IS BURIED
57 As eve ning ap proached, a rich man 

came from the town of Ar i ma thea. His 
name was Jo seph. He had be come a fol
low er of  Jesus. 58 He went to Pi late and 
 asked for  Jesus’ body. Pi late or dered 
that it be giv en to him. 59 Jo seph took 
the body and  wrapped it in a  clean lin en 

WHY DOESN’T GOD TAKE US TO 
HEAVEN AS SOON AS WE GET SAVED?

God does not take his  people to heaven right away because he wants us to 
learn and grow up in our faith. He wants us to tell others about  Jesus, to 

help others, and to make 
the world better. God has 
work for his  people to do. 
He has work for you to do.

  
 Matthew 28:19 – 20

Related verses:
John 9:4;
2 Peter 3:9
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city. They re port ed to the  chief  priests 
all that had hap pened. 12 When the  chief 
 priests met with the el ders, they came 
up with a plan. They gave the sol diers 
a  large  amount of mon ey. 13 They told 
the sol diers, “We want you to say, ‘His 
dis ci ples came dur ing the  night. They 
 stole his body  while we were sleep ing.’ 
14 If the gov er nor  hears this re port, we 
will pay him off. That will keep you out 
of trou ble.” 15 So the sol diers took the 
mon ey and did as they were told. This 
sto ry has  spread all  around  among the 
Jews to this day.

JESUS’ FINAL ORDERS TO HIS 
DISCIPLES

16 Then the 11 dis ci ples went to Gal
i lee. They went to the moun tain  where 
 Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they 
saw him, they wor shiped him. But some 
 still had  their  doubts. 18 Then  Jesus 
came to them. He said, “All au thor i ty in 
heav en and on  earth has been giv en to 
me. 19 So you must go and make dis ci
ples of all na tions. Bap tize them in the 
name of the Fa ther and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spir it. 20  Teach them to obey 
ev ery thing I have com mand ed you. And 
you can be sure that I am al ways with 
you, to the very end.”

2  There was a pow er ful earth quake. 
An an gel of the Lord came down from 
heav en. The an gel went to the tomb. He 
 rolled back the  stone and sat on it. 3 His 
body  shone like light ning. His  clothes 
were as  white as snow. 4 The  guards 
were so  afraid of him that they  shook 
and be came like dead men.

5 The an gel said to the wom en, “ Don’t 
be  afraid. I know that you are look ing 
for  Jesus, who was cru ci fied. 6 He is not 
here! He has ris en, just as he said he 
 would! Come and see the  place  where 
he was ly ing. 7 Go quick ly! Tell his dis
ci ples, ‘He has ris en from the dead. He 
is go ing  ahead of you into Gal i lee.  There 
you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”

8 So the wom en hur ried away from 
the tomb. They were  afraid, but they 
were  filled with joy. They ran to tell the 
dis ci ples. 9 Sud den ly  Jesus met them. 
“Greet ings!” he said. They came to him, 
took hold of his feet and wor shiped him. 
10 Then  Jesus said to them, “ Don’t be 
 afraid. Go and tell my broth ers to go to 
Gal i lee.  There they will see me.”

THE GUARDS REPORT TO THE 
CHIEF PRIESTS

11  While the wom en were on  their 
way, some of the  guards went into the 

HOW IS GOD ALWAYS THERE?
God can always be with us because he does not have a physical body. God 
does not have to stay in one place the way we do. We don’t know exactly 
how this works, but that’s OK. God is much, much greater and more amazing 

than we can imagine. Isn’t it great 
to know that God is there 
. . . and here?

  
 Matthew 28:20

Related verses:

Psalm 46:1; 

139:7 – 12;

John 14:16 – 17


