


Good Tidings 
of Great Joy

The Hope of Christmas

GoodTidingsGreatJoy_content.indd   1GoodTidingsGreatJoy_content.indd   1 9/10/21   9:36 AM9/10/21   9:36 AM



Good Tidings of Great Joy

© 2021 Thomas Nelson

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any 
means— electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or 
other— except for brief quotations in critical reviews or articles, without 
the prior written permission of the publisher.
Published in Nashville, Tennessee, by Thomas Nelson. Thomas Nelson 
is a registered trademark of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James 
Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

Any internet addresses, phone numbers, or company or product 
information printed in this book are offered as a resource and are not 
intended in any way to be or to imply an endorsement by Thomas 
Nelson, nor does Thomas Nelson vouch for the existence, content, or 
services of these sites, phone numbers, companies, or products beyond 
the life of this book.

ISBN 978-1-4041-1681-8

Printed in the United States of America

21 22 23 24 25  POL  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

GoodTidingsGreatJoy_content.indd   2GoodTidingsGreatJoy_content.indd   2 9/10/21   9:36 AM9/10/21   9:36 AM



3

Prologue

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through 
Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it.

And the Word became f lesh and dwelt among 

us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

And of His fullness we have all received, and 

grace for grace. For the law was given through 

Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ.
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Make Ready

There was in the days of Herod, the king of 
Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the 

division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were 
both righteous before God, walking in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord. But they 
had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they 
were both well advanced in years.

So it was, that while he was serving as priest 
before God in the order of his division, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn 
incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
And the whole multitude of the people was praying 
outside at the hour of incense. Then an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of 
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MAKE READY

the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he 
was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn 
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I 
know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well 
advanced in years.”

And the angel answered and said to him, “I am 
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was 
sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 
But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak 
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GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

until the day these things take place, because you did 
not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their 
own time.”

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marve-
led that he lingered so long in the temple. But when 
he came out, he could not speak to them; and they 
perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for 
he beckoned to them and remained speechless.

So it was, as soon as the days of his service were 
completed, that he departed to his own house. Now 
after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she 
hid herself five months, saying, “Thus the Lord has 
dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to 
take away my reproach among people.”
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Do Not Be Afraid

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And having come in, the angel said to her, 
“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; 
blessed are you among women!”

But when she saw him, she was troubled at his 
saying, and considered what manner of greeting this 
was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 
forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
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